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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Thank you 
 

Madame Speaker, I rise to contribute to the FY 2018 National Budget debate 
with consternation, dismay, and concern for the people of Trinidad and 

Tobago.  
 

Before I get into my response, I wish to take a moment to express my heartfelt 

thanks to the members of my team who consulted with their constituents 
ahead of the presentation of the Budget, to get their views and their concerns 

about the direction of the current Government. 
 

I also thank the many professionals and concerned citizens who took the time 
to send me their observations, analysis and critique of the 2018 Budget.   

 
I welcome the input of the people of our country, many of whom are quite 

distressed over what they are seeing taking place.   
 

My philosophy has always been to listen, and then lead, and I value the 
feedback that has been provided thus far. 

 
I also thank the members of my hardworking staff and others who have 

assisted who have assisted in the preparation of my response. 

 
Representation 

 
I make my contribution today grounded in my firm belief that service to our 

country and its people, whether in Government or Opposition, is not only the 
most significant mandate of elected Representatives of this House: it is also a 

privilege and sacred duty. 
 

So as Members of this Honourable House, we have a special obligation, at 
every single step of the way, no matter how high the Cabinet office we may 

or may not hold.  
 

We must always remember the people who put us here, whose votes we went 
campaigning for and making promises to in order to get here. 

  

We must never forget the fact that they are our employers to whom we 
answer/account to at all times. 
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So, as I thank all citizens who shared with me their thoughts on this budget, 
I assured them that as a Parliamentarian, I am here to represent them in my 

contribution.  
 

Government’s Responsibilities 
 

A World Economic Forum September 20171 article reminded me of the reasons 
I entered into public service – to do my part to improve the quality of lives of 

the people of our country.   

 
The article notes that Governments are charged with fulfilling three core 

duties: Protector, Provider and Investor (in people). 
 

In my contribution today, I intend to show how this Government has failed in 
these core duties to citizens and, will continue to fail.  

 
I will also demonstrate how the Minister attempted to obfuscate, distort and 

fudge the numbers presented and uttered some blatant untruths.  
 

I do not intend to deal with every issue or sector as my colleagues will speak 
to those that I do not address.  

 
I intend also to highlight our own vision and plan for the way forward.  

 

I trust that my presentation will not be deemed "sterile and academic" by the 
condescending Minister: we now know he frowns upon such interventions and, 

he is not averse to "throwing shade". 
 

You see there is no difference between the Prime Minister calling on Members 
of Parliament to "shut up" and his Finance Minister’s rude remarks at the 

Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry and Commerce meeting.  
 

After-all, this is the tone of governance under the Member for Diego Martin 
West. 

 
The Prime Minister openly declared that it is only at the Parliament that he 

"knowingly associates with crooks".  
Well, all I would say is that he appears to know his members much better than 

we do. 

 

                                                           
1 “Three responsibilities every Government has towards its citizens,” https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/02/government-
respopnsibility-to-citizens-anne-marie-slaughter/ 
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The Prime Minister tries to escape responsibility. He says that he is happy that 
he is not the hapless Minister of Finance.  

 
But may I remind him that if the Finance Minister is guilty as charged, the 

Prime Minister is guilty as sin!!  
 

The Planning Minister is correct when she says do not blame the Finance 
Minister.  

 

It is the Prime Minister who must carry the full responsibly for policy and 
governance.  

 
This passing of the buck must stop!! 

 
This blame game must end!! You blame the police for crime, you blame the 

parents for delinquency, you blame the public officers for corruption, you 
blame the residents for flooding and you blame Kamla......... for everything!! 

 
Amongst the first acts of this Prime Minister was his decision to hire a lobbyist 

known to him, for millions of dollars without process. 
 

And then he declares that corruption is his biggest challenge. 
 

Reactions 

 
I listened and watched the Minister of Finance make close to a three hour 

lackluster presentation (as if he did not believe what he was saying) long on 
rhetoric but short on substance.  

 
His presentation was interspersed with some epiphany highlights and 

paroxysms.  
 

Such paroxysms usually occurred when the member resorted to the blame 
game and, when his tax increases were being announced.  

 
Indeed, then, the eyes gleamed and the tone, pitch and volume of his voice 

reached a crescendo as his demeanor morphed to sheer excitement. 
 

 I was reminded of Golem, from The Lord of The Rings, how he would dance 

and jump in a mad joy at the sight of the ring, or the thought of possessing 
it.  
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That was the exact reaction I saw when the Member began announcing his 
taxes. 

 
I have noted the reactions from all sections of society to this budget 2018 and 

I get the sense of a growing despair among the citizenry.   
 

A population already battered by rampant crime, high food prices, 
unemployment and under-employment, has awakened to the reality of an 

uncaring Government placing an even heavier burden on their shoulders.   

 
The Finance Minister has created a bit of history on this occasion.  

 
It is the first ever budget presentation in living memory to have alienated 

every single sector of the national community.  
 

I confess, that having been a Member of this august Chamber since 1995, 
and, having served one year prior as a member of the other place (Senate), I 

have never ever felt so desolate , on my behalf and, especially, on behalf of 
the citizens of this country, as I have been feeling in the aftermath of Monday’s 

Budget presentation. 
 

Indeed, today I rise with the heaviest of hearts and most worried mindset for 
the future of our country and the immediate short term welfare for our 

citizens, more than I have ever been in my political career.  

 
Never in the history of this House have we ever had a Budget Presentation 

that essentially amounts to an act of terror against the citizens of Trinidad and 
Tobago, one which would conscientiously and actively destabilize the 

economic standing of the country and, by extension, the lives and economic 
and social wellbeing of the population. 

 
Bankrupt Budget 

 
I say this because the budget presented is bankrupt of ideas, a plan, a vision 

to take the country forward.  
 

It is a budget that will bankrupt our country and its people at every level.   
 

And let’s hope that it doesn’t bankrupt the Minister too! 

 
The Budget demonstrates a brutal betrayal of the people littered as it is with 

rehashed broken promises.  
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It is biased in favour of the super elite.  
 

It resorts to the blame game and the imposition of brutal fiscal measures 
against the population which would further pauperize people.  

 
It would effectively reduce the middle class and working class into abject 

poverty as massive job cuts and cost of living increases across the board 
become the new norm. 

 

What the country got was a Budget Presentation essentially of the same old 
failed measures and the policies announced as new ones were in fact cut and 

paste from previous Budgets and the PNM Manifestos, so once again, we heard 
more of the same old, nothing new. 

 
And even those measures that may seem positive, are failing to convince the 

population of their ultimate effectiveness simply because this Government has 
absolutely no track record of delivery and keeping their promises. 

 
And you know the greatest irony about this Budget Presentation?  

The lofty title presented by the Minister of Finance: “Changing the Paradigm: 
Putting the Economy on a Sustainable Path.” 

 
Talk about adding insult to injury! 

 

The people of this country have been mandated to “share the burden of 
adjustment”, but indeed – it is this PNM Government which has failed in every 

aspect of governance. 
 

For two years – 761 days, they have not been able to put forward any 
workable solutions to the problems facing us.   

 
Indeed, they have repeatedly broken the promises they made prior to 

elections and thereafter, and by being bankrupt of a plan, a vision for the way 
forward they are guilty of betraying, brutalizing and pauperizing the 

population. 
 

After listening for more than three hours to the presentation by the Finance 
Minister, I was stunned that the Minister could come to this House with a 

straight face to continue to blame the Government which I led, and repeat the 

same worn out ideas from previous Budget presentations, as though they were 
new and innovative. 
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What the country witnessed was a poor attempt at covering the current 
administration’s failures, incompetence and ability to effectively manage the 

country’s finances to take us on a road to growth and development.  
 

Like so many citizens, I waited to hear some positive news regarding a 
turnaround of the economy, and improvements in people’s lives.  

  
I was deeply disappointed.  And it is painfully clear that the majority of citizens 

feel this way, and are angry - the mass gathering outside of Parliament today 

demonstrates that people are fed up.   
 

They are tired of the excuses and directives by this administration to “do more 
with less”  “tighten your belt” and “shut up”, while those holding high office 

enjoy every luxury. 
 

No one is disputing that our country is facing economic challenges, many of 
which were exacerbated by the poor policy decisions of this Government. 

 
We are very much aware of the impact of the sharp declines in global energy 

prices, however, any responsible Government would assess the situation and 
develop a clear strategy – a business plan - to mitigate the impact, and 

propose options to increase revenue generation.   
 

We have heard nothing in this regard, and it is likely that we will see further 

increases in borrowing, and a worsening economic climate as a result of the 
ill-fated measures put in place by this Government. 

 
Instead of providing some hope to citizens, we heard more doom and gloom 

– which the Government has been telegraphing to the population since taking 
office – and the Finance Minister was unable to assuage the fears of the public 

about the country’s economic future. 
 

The regurgitated 2020 vision now 2030 Vision will remain just that a pie in 
the sky dream. 

 
The Government has been campaigning for weeks at various public fora, 

boasting about achievements that are either not theirs, or haven't actually 
materialized, and warning about "tough love" measures that would be 

necessary to fix the crisis they have caused.   

 
Over the past two years, this country has been subjected to a Government 

that has failed to look after the needs of the people, choosing instead to focus 
on vanity projects, million dollar paintings and cars, soca on the seas etc. 
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whilst cutting funding to critical areas, such as the tertiary education sector 
or health care.    

 
What did they do in the two years they have been there?  

 
They gripe about not having money, they groan about my administration 

spending money.  
 

Well let's look briefly some of the things they spent on. 

Money wasted as we know to date.  
 

3.5 m for Chair of CL Financial on sexual harassment charges  
Roamsingh Shampha $59 k bill 

Smith $92 k romp in Tobago  
Massy communications $ 225 m  

Lobbyist - $18 m  
Petrotrin strike cost $4 m 

E and Y - $20 m for audits 
PwC 10.5 m for audits (they no longer use the state Auditor General"s Office)  

Brian Lara Stadium $ 100 m  
Soca on the seas $3 m 

Paintings $3 m  
House in Tobago $20 m  

Jazz festival $12 m  

Golf course $.25 m in south  
Now $3m for CDA golf course 

Cepep legal fees to sue Moonilal $ .5 m  
$2.5 m for a fete match - to open the BLCA  

$100m on fake oil etc., etc., etc. 
 

Does this sound like a government without money?  
You cannot fool all the people all the time!! 

 
Their complete ineptitude and inability to govern effectively was once again 

brought to the forefront by the presentation of the 2018 Budget.   
 

The citizens of our nation were once again left wanting – waiting to learn of 
concrete proposals, ideas and strategies to generate revenue, return to 

growth and prosperity, expand the economy into new sectors in order to 

reduce our dependence on oil and gas, foster innovation and provide 
sustainable employment.  

 
Instead we got a presentation bankrupt of such proposals and strategies. 
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When they came into office, they promised to “restore confidence and rebuild 

trust”, imploring the citizenry to “let us do this together”.   
 

Then they put forward a “blueprint for transformation and growth” that seems 
to have been misplaced somewhere in an archive.   

 
And now, the Minister of Finance is calling for a “Change in Paradigm.”  What 

a moron – sorry oxymoron.  

 
This is an admission that all they did thus far failed so, they have to change 

their paradigm; but the budget presented clearly makes no paradigm change. 
 

We have absolutely no confidence in this Government, and they have shown 
that they cannot be trusted to fulfill any of promises they made.    

 
It is distressing to me to see all the good work undertaken by the Government 

which I led now crushed by this PNM administration, which is bankrupt of 
ideas.   

 
Their contradictions abound.  

 
They went to the Hyatt on the Wednesday before the Budget to announce that 

things are bad.  

 
This is an oxymoron. Or just a moron.  

 
So the taxpayers paid Hyatt rental fees and the cost of refreshments to learn 

that we poor. Only with a PM Rowley led government.  
 

Their contradictions don't stop there.  
 

At the very Hyatt spotlight on Trinidad and Tobago ole talk, the Prime Minister 
reveals that the scandals..... sorry, sandals project is on hold, presumably 

because of the hurricane.  
 

Mere days later his Minister of Finance reveals in his budget presentation 
about the project being the centerpiece of the tourism diversification thrust 

on the flagship island of Tobago!  

 
What utter madness is this?  

 
They must talk to each other! Is sandals coming or going?  
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I humbly suggest that sandals have no faith in this PM Rowley led government.  

 
Then as if their week was not outrageous enough, the Minister of Finance gives 

the most incredulous "Anansi story" that Ministers took a salary cut by giving 
donations to charity.  

 
All UNC MPs in government or opposition give generously to religious, cultural, 

social and charitable causes from the birth of our party and in government 

gave to the Children’s Life Fund.  
 

This is the normal work of MPs not a pay cut.  
 

So if you make a purchase at a fund raising cake sale - they call that a salary 
cut.  

 
They are bankrupt of ideas, they are bankrupt of policy, they are bankrupt of 

plans, they are bankrupt of programs, and now the Member for Princes Town 
can attest - they are bankrupt of fashion!!  

 
The budget presentation and the associated rhetoric from government 

Ministers on the media also gives the fake impression that this budget places 
a fair burden on all sectors to contribute during economic hard times.  

 

Nothing could be further from the truth! It is common knowledge that taxes 
on corporations, private hospitals, the banks, the so called wealthy businesses 

will be passed on to the common man.  
 

At the end of the day, the patient who can't get treatment at the public hospital 
will pay more at the private institution.  

 
The poor bank customer or account holders will absorb the bank changes.  

And the working class will pay for taxes or increases on tires, diesel and 
inspection fees.  

 
All this so that the PM Rowley led government can find the $3 million dollars 

to upgrade a golf course. This is obscenity personified. 
 

As I have stated, this Government has deepened the country’s economic crisis, 

as a result of its poor choices. 
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2. STATE OF THE ECONOMY 

 
The Blame Game 

 
In his attempts to blame the government I led for the present state of the 

economy, the Minister reminded me of a book I once read entitled “How to lie 
with Statistics”.  

 
The Minister, with Golem like glee, conveniently obfuscated and distorted and 

fudged the numbers and at times told outright untruths so as to lay blame at 
the door of the government I led. He conveniently switched the goal posts 

switching the years he quoted from to suit his purpose. 
 

Increased Expenditure 
 

We must remember that the increase in expenditure started under the PNM 

and the increase in their expenditure represented the largest increase in 
expenditure in our history, moving from a budget of $15 billion in 2002 to $45 

billion in 2009.  
 

This represented a $30 billion or 300% increase over the period.  
 

In our period, expenditure increased from $45 billion to $62 billion. This was 
an increase of $17 billion or 36%.  

 
The suggestion by the Minister is that the increase during the PNM tenure 

(2002-2009) occurred in the context of a similar increase in revenues is 
correct but, it strains credibility to suggest as the Minster did, that after 2009, 

that same government would have restrained expenditure in the face of about 
$100 per barrel for oil.  

 

In fact there would have had to be a zero % change in expenditure over the 
last 8 years for the Budget to come close to a balanced position today.  
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In fact, at the moment they are unable to reduce expenditure from the $50 
billion level of last year when they are saying that they need to cut their cloth 

to suit their coat.  
 

My government reduced expenditure to $57 billion in 2015 from the previous 
year's $62 billion when the price of oil collapsed notwithstanding that it was 

an election year.  
 

The deficit was also $2.7 billion in 2015 (Review of the Economy 2016). It has 

since increased even when the Minister is saying he needs to reduce 
expenditure. This can't be good Management. 

 
The further suggestion is that the expenditure over the 2010-2015 period was 

wasted, mismanaged or stolen.  
 

The fact is that during our 5 year period the country experienced the largest 
increase in output and employment in its history.  

 
Over the last two years over $100 billion has been spent, significant foreign 

reserves have been used, the HSF raided, and yet there is a feeling that 
nothing has been done and that the economy is stagnant/ declining, with only 

crime showing any growth. 
 

NGC Dividends 

 
The Minister gave the impression that $16 billion in dividends were taken from 

the by my government over the period 2010-2015.   
 

In fact that is not correct.  
 

The truth is that my government took $12.7 billion in dividends over the 5 
year period (2010-2015). This PNM Government has taken $3.6 billion over 

the period September to December 2015 (in just 4 months)!! 
 

The Minister gives the impression that the entire $16 billion was taken by the 
PP Government.  

 
On average the PP government took $2.6 billion per annum as compared to 

the $3.6 billion the PNM took in 4 months. It should also be pointed out that 

the PP Government dividends were taken at a time when the Group profits of 
the NGC were $32 billion before tax, $22 billion after tax.  
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Therefore the PP Government did not take 100% of profits. It is also not 
correct that the dividend policy of the NGC was to pay 50% in dividends.  

 
The State Enterprises Manual allows the Government to take up to 100% in 

dividends after making allowance for required operating and capital 
expenditures.  

 
The NGCs cash flow was sufficient to allow for it to meet its cash requirements 

after dividends are taken into account. 

  
In any event my Government did not take 100% of profits.  

 
These points have been made but are important in refuting some of the bold 

faced inaccuracies in the Minister's statement.         
 

Public Debt   
                                                            

The Minister has also attributed the debt build up to the former government 
when in fact the PNM had left billions in unsettled contractors payments and 

a $23 billion CLF bill for the PP government to settle. 
 

It was the need to inject funds into CLF that strained the Government's 
finances.  

 

This is substantiated in a study done by the Central Bank, published in the 
Economic Bulletin Vol XV No 2 ( pg. 101) where it was stated that "...the main 

impetus for the increase in the public sector debt to GDP ratio came from the 
Government's bailout of Clico rather than increased borrowing for deficit 

financing." 
 

In addition to the $23 billion problem that the PNM left in 2009/10, they also 
left a $13 billion Petrotrin debt that continues to be a major problem for the 

country as we shall see when the debt comes up for payment in 2019 and the 
Government has to guarantee it. 

 
The PP Government recognized that we had to fund the CLICO bailout yet 

keep debt low and as a result a number of projects were funded by internally 
generated funds which is what placed a burden on the Government's cash 

flows. What the Minister has tried to avoid explaining is why the debt has now 

increased to close to $100 billion and he has nothing to show for it.   
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3. REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
 

The Revenue Lie 
 

Madam Speaker.  
 

On 27th September 2017 PM Rowley addressed the nation aat the Spotlight 
event on Trinidad and Tobago’s financial circumstances: The Way Forward. He 

began with “the Basic Facts”.  
 

He said then: 
“After enjoying energy sector revenues, taxes and royalties 

2010 $15.7 billion 

2014 $19.4 billion 
2016 $1.6 billion 

2017 $2.1 billion 
 

In other words the Government was faced with a fall of more than 89 per cent 
in its main revenue source between 2014 and 2017”2   

 
Why use 2014 when the PP demitted office in 2015? I think it is  because the 

revenue for 2015, which was under our tenure was significantly less than 2014 
as the fall in energy prices had already affected the economy; but that did not 

adequately suit the picture he was so desperate to prove. The author of the 
book How to Lie with Statistics” can learn a thing or two from the Prime 

Minister.  
 

It doesn’t stop there. To accompany his pronouncements PM Rowley also 

provided a graph of the information he was providing to our country. I have 
here a copy of that graph taken from the OPM website.   
                                                           
2 http://www.opm.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/SAFEGUARDING-OUR-FUTURE-edits.pdf (pg 2) 

 

http://www.opm.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/SAFEGUARDING-OUR-FUTURE-edits.pdf
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The figures displayed in this graphic that the Prime Minister was showing the 
population DOES NOT REFLECT AT ALL, what he was telling the population.  

 
In fact this graph shows the Central Government Energy Revenues at around 

$6 billion in 2016, not the 1.6 billion the PM said it was.  
 

This was the first sign that something was wrong when what was SAID and 
what was SHOWED did not match.  

 

Around the same time, the Central Bank published its long overdue Economic 
bulletin (for some strange yet unexplained reason, the newly minted Governor 

did not publish a second quarter bulletin and went straight to a September 
bulletin, but that’s an argument for another time) in which the figures were 

also different from the Prime Ministers’ figures.  
 

So the Prime Minister said one thing, showed another, and BOTH of those 
were different from the figures for Revenue from the energy sector published 

by the Central Bank.  
 

But the mystery is compounded even further by the publication laid in this 
house on Monday, four days after the Prime Minister’s ghost figures.  

 
According to the Review of the Economy 2017, on page 96, Appendix 20 - 

Central Government Fiscal Operations: current revenue of which Energy 

Sector Revenue: fiscal 2016 was  $8,278.2 million or $8.3 billion. 
 

In other words Trinidad and Tobago received 419% MORE revenue in 2016 
than what the Prime Minister told this country just over a week ago.  
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Shocking Madam Speaker?  
 

The Prime Minister said his government received $2.1 billion in energy sector 
revenues, taxes and royalties.  

 
What is the truth Madam Speaker? I refer you back to the Review of the 

Economy... same page and table.  
 

There the provisional estimate is that the PM Rowley administration received 

$9,039.3 million or $9 billion dollars in revenue from the energy sector.  
 

That is 330% more money, well over 3 times more in revenue from the energy 
sector than the Prime Minister told this country. 

 
Why did the Prime Minister present figures which do not appear in ANY other 

source and which are hundreds of per cent/ drastically lower than the true 
figures?  

 
Why did the Prime Minister deliberately understate our energy revenues?  Was 

he misled or did he mislead?  
 

I remind you that these WRONG figures were presented under the heading of 
“the facts”.  

 

In his anxiety to undertake brutal policy prescriptions, did the Prime Minister 
deliberately set out to create the perception that the country was worse of 

that it was?  
 

I ask public servants to take note, because the PM immediately used these 
ghost figures to wave his hatchet at the jobs of public sector employees. 

 
This begs the question, what are the REAL revenue figures in a scenario where 

the Prime Minister and his Finance Minister  and the Central Bank all have 
different numbers.  

 
Perhaps more important than the Prime Minister misleading the country, if 

anything can be more important, is the fact  that every Government considers 
its revenue in determining its expenditure.   

 

Revenue determines policy prescriptions, project funding, salary negotiations 
with unions, allocations to Ministries, money to the judiciary and police service 

etc.  
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Wrong revenue figures create wrong policies, wrong priorities and wrong 
decisions by the government.  

 
But revenue was not the only wrong figure. 

 
In the same presentation, the Prime Minister boasted: 

“From a level of record planned spending of $63 billion in 2015/16 the 
incoming new government immediately, cautiously, moved to 53 billion in 

2016/17, a reduction in expenditure of more than 15 per cent.3   

 
Madame Speaker, in 2015/16 the PNM spent 52.9 billion dollars according to 

the Review of the Economy. In 2016/17, they spent $50.5 billion… a reduction 
in expenditure of 4.5 per cent NOT 15 PERCENT. The Prime Minister’s figures 

of his government’s expenditure are once again...WRONG.  
 

Revenue and Expenditure: 
This Finance Minister is out of his league. He lacks the institutional knowledge, 

experience and capacity to do the job the taxpayers are paying him to do. As 
a result of being so clueless, the Minister of Finance continues prescribing 

policy initiatives all designed for environments completely different to ours 
and relevant to a different set of circumstances. The result has been disastrous 

for the economy of Trinidad and Tobago. 
 

In his first budget speech, Minister Imbert announced : 

 
“I propose to set in motion the achievement of a sustainable fiscal balance. I 

will commence this process in fiscal year 2016 with a moderate budget deficit 
equivalent of 1.7 percent of GDP and continue the fiscal consolidation process 

to achieve a broadly balanced budget by fiscal year 2018.”4 
 

At a time when the energy revenues were falling, when tax revenue was 
collapsing, this Minister proclaimed a balanced budget in two years.  

 
And expecting to wish it into existence, the Minister predicted total revenues 

of $60.3 billion in fiscal 2016.  
 

In those circumstances and buoyed by his own delusions of grandeur, he 
projected an expenditure of $63 billion.5  

 

                                                           
3 http://www.opm.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/SAFEGUARDING-OUR-FUTURE-edits.pdf (pg 6) 

 
4 Budget Speech 2016 Page 35 http://finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Budget-Speech-2016.pdf  
5 Budget Speech 2016 Page 35 http://finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Budget-Speech-2016.pdf 

http://www.opm.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/SAFEGUARDING-OUR-FUTURE-edits.pdf
http://finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Budget-Speech-2016.pdf
http://finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Budget-Speech-2016.pdf
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This is the same Minister who today is talking about citizens who expect 
budgets of $55-60 billion, and talking about False Economy.  

 
As any secondary economics student could have predicted, the Minister was 

absolutely wrong.  
 

Revenues for fiscal 2016 fell by one third, hinged on the fall in world energy 
prices.   

 

In the face of this drastic fall however, the Government continued to spend 
wildly incurring expenditure of $53 billion in the 12 month period.  

 
From a negligible current account balance of $50.6 MILLION in my last year 

in government, Minister Imbert took this country into a current account 
collapse of $7.97 Billion6 although the Minister could not show where that 

money went.   
 

Last year was no different.  
 

He estimated revenues of $47 billion.  
 

Revenue actually collected was over 20% lower than his initial estimate, 
despite significantly better revenue streams from the rebounding energy 

prices.  

 
Again the Minister was unable to optimise his expenditure spending over $50 

billion pushing the current account further out of balance by a massive $10.8 
billion7.  And the is the Minister who had the gall to say the PP government 

was running on fumes. 
 

As we approach 2018, it is obvious that the Minister will not be able to achieve 
his initial objective of a balanced budget anytime soon.  

 
This time he has estimated revenues at $45.7 billion with a planned spending 

of 50.5 billion and the resultant deficit of $4.76 billion having to be funded by 
even more public debt8.  

 
One more Madam Speaker, the Minister will fail.  

 

                                                           
6 Review of the Economy 2017 page 96  

  
7 Review of the Economy 2017 page 96  
8 Budget Speech 2018 Page 97  
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The Minister would have us believe that he is engaging in some sort of 
paradigm shift, when the reality is that he is following the same road map he 

used in 2016 and 2017, which failed to achieve any of the objectives the 
Minister set for himself. 

 
The Minister is engaging in the same mistakes he started off with. The results 

are predictable: Trinidad and Tobago will continue down the slippery slope of 
bankruptcy.  

 

Under this Minister we are experiencing drastically falling expenditure and not 
surprisingly falling revenue.  

 
This is not a parlour. This is a country and the policy perspectives are different.  

 
While lowering government expenditure is good in some circumstances, in a 

recession this is not necessarily so.  
 

To boost the economy, the Government needs to provide incentives for people 
to spend, to stimulate the multiplier effect of expenditure and thereby grow 

the economy.  
 

This is not rocket science.  
 

What this Minister has been doing from his first day in office has been the 

reverse.  
 

It is elementary economics that if you raise taxes, if you increase the cost of 
doing business, you invite the risk of reduced expenditure by economic 

participants and therefore a reduction in the tax take is possible. And this has 
a cumulative effect.  

 
This Minister is the tax man. Everything is tax…tax… tax, and yet revenues 

continue to plummet, economic activity continues to shrink, the economy 
continues to shrink.  

 
In his desperate thirst to generate revenue to spend on his party’s vanity 

projects the Minister is directly promoting the bankruptcy of the country.  
 

The result is a visible lack of business confidence which results in less local 

and foreign investment.  
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The Minister may be anxious to point to the now infamous scandal sandals 
project but with the kind of concessions we are hearing about, it is uncertain 

how much revenues Trinidad and Tobago will ever be able to secure and when. 
 

Budget 2018 thus far has to be the most severe manifestation of this 
misalignment of policy as virtually every revenue raising measure will fall on 

the backs and pockets of one group directly or via pass on: the working class.  
 

You cannot tax a people into prosperity.  

 
As all sectors, not just the energy sector, but the non-energy sector has 

declined markedly since they came into office with overall growth declining by 
6% in 2016 and 2.3% provisionally in 20179. 

 
Bankrupt of ideas, the Minister is bankrupting the country.  

 
And as he continues to max out every account the Government has access to 

borrow from, the Minister continues to demonstrate a lack of knowledge and 
competence in basic economics.    

 
The Minister will be wont to point to several mega projects, highway 

construction, port development etc,, new infrastructure projects which don’t 
of their own generate any money (at least not for the Government although 

big shot friends of the PM Rowley administration certainly benefit) and which 

in fact include significant maintenance costs.   
 

This, at a time when the government has withheld expenditure in maintaining 
the existing infrastructure resulting in increasingly worse floods in areas which 

previously did not flood.  
 

More taxes and still less current revenue generation by the current 
administration? This shortfall was on account of declines in revenues derived 

from taxes on income and profits from other companies (i.e. non oil 
companies), individuals, and the unemployment fund. 

 
Energy revenue is primarily determined by international factors outside our 

control.   
 

But what is under the control of the PM Rowley led government is the 

stimulation of the non-energy sector which has been in continuous decline. 
 

                                                           
9 source Review of the Economy 2017, page 78  
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With regards to the VAT issue, in his budget speech, Minister Imbert said, 
“Preliminary data also suggest that there were nominal shortfalls in the 

collection of value-added taxes reflecting declining consumer demand and 
pervasive tax evasion”10.  

 
He has continued to look for areas to cast blame as to why his expected 

revenues have not come to past.  
 

He has blamed tax evasion, but why under this new regime has this occurred?  

 
Why more importantly has consumer demand declined, this leads back to the 

issue of declined confidence of consumers in the economy.  
 

They have failed to protect the interest and overall welfare of consumers. 
Confidence in the economy is at an all-time low.  

 
There was a significant shortfall of $1.4 billion in the expected revenue from 

VAT. The plan to generate revenue through their new VAT scheme has failed 
miserably.  

 
In addition to having betrayed the citizens of T&T, by imposing taxes on 

previously zero rated items, he has fallen short badly of his end goal.  
 

He has failed to protect the interest of the poor and working class.  

 
Many renowned tax experts are of the view that VAT is a simplistic, fair, 

equitable tax.  
 

He has taken something that was not broke and messed it up completely.  
 

This year the Minister estimates that he can expect to collect an additional 
$800 million in VAT.  

 
This can only be seen as the Minister of Finance has already conceded to the 

pending upcoming price increases of BASIC GOODS AND SERVICES thus 
leading to the expected higher estimated revenue to be derived from VAT.  

 
Goods and services are going to go up, and citizens are going to be burdened 

furthermore by this additional increment to be paid in VAT. 

 
Madam Speaker, the misdiagnosis of the problem, has resulted in the stubborn 

misapplication of the wrong policy prescription. 
                                                           
10 2018 Budget statement page 8 
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4. PUBLIC SECTOR DEBT 
 

Madam Speaker, the public utterances of the Minister of Finance to the citizens 
of this great nation are at best condescending. 

 
The Minister’s comments to our brave and hardworking business community 

have been called disrespectful. 

  
And in his this utterances, the Minister of Finance repeats, again and again, 

the misguided slogans of the PNM’s Spin doctors. 
 

Trying to make someone believe that my former administration was reckless 
spent all the money and left the treasury empty.  

 
Madam Speaker you will recall his repeated accusations against the 

Government which I led, of “maxing out the Central Bank overdraft” by 
September 2015.  

 
Madam Speaker, the Minister unsuccessfully tries to continue this narrative, 

but is not fooling anyone anymore. 
  

The incompetence of the government of which he is a member, can no longer 

be hidden behind arrogance and misdirection. 
 

It was this Finance Minister, who within weeks of taking office, claimed that 
the country was running on “fumes” because the overdraft of the Central Bank 

at 98 percent …  
The Minister said they barely had enough funds to service the country for a 

few days. 
Madam Speaker, the Minister went on to say that… 

“Fortunately, this fiscal crisis was averted by prudent fiscal management, 
targeted budgetary support and timely intervention on the part of the new 

PNM Government.”11 
 

Madam Speaker, I can openly tell the nation that this is in fact fake news. 
 

The Central Bank Economic Bulleting for March 2017 revealed his deception.   

 
In the first quarter of the 2016/17 Financial Year, when the Minister claimed 

the nation had no money and was running on fumes, the Bulletin revealed 
                                                           
11 Hansard Imbert 5/10/2015 page 29 http://www.ttparliament.org/hansards/hs20160412.pdf 
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that the Minister drew down some $1.5 billion dollars, in the very same 
quarter, from the Central Bank overdraft facility. 

 
If there was no money where did this come from?  

 
Simple… the Minister did not tell us the truth.    

 
This debt crisis he claimed that the Peoples Partnership left him in, was a 

figment of his imagination, created by the PNM Spin doctors.  

 
$1.5 billion Madam Speaker is enough money to give every single pensioner 

$16,519.82. 
 

$1.5 billion is enough to fully fund the GATE, for every student for three years. 
 

All of this from money that the Minister claimed did not exist.  
 

That Madam Speaker is Fake news of fake debt.  
 

Chicken Little politics is what it is… trying to convince the nation that the sky 
is falling so that they do not see the incompetence of the PNM administration. 

 
They chastised my Government for borrowing. 

 

Madam Speaker, the People’s Partnership borrowed money and delivered 
hundreds of projects that have improved the lives of citizens – real results 

that they can see, touch and feel.  
 

But today, ask anyone of the citizens standing outside the parliament right 
now what they are feeling… They will tell you they feel and see nothing but 

hardship from this PNM administration, while they try to distract the country 
from their raiding of the treasury with nothing to show for it.  

 
Nothing! 

 
Madam Speaker, within two months of being elected, this Government came 

to the Parliament to debate and use their majority to raise the borrowing 
ceilings by $50 billion so that they could borrow more money.  

 

When we demitted office, there was $13.3 billion in headroom under the 
External Loans Act, the Development Loans Act and the Guarantee of Loans 

(Companies) Act.  
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In addition to that was the more than $1.5 billion which we already knew they 
were going to borrow via the overdraft at the Central Bank.   

 
And this does not access under the IADB and IBRD Acts.  

Even more Madam is the fact that as a result of my Governments actions, 
there were several outstanding payments due in 2016 which the PNM 

administration would have benefitted from simply because they were in 
Government.  

 

These included 1.5 billion from the Phoenix Park IPO, 3.8 billion from a capital 
payment by TGU, a half of a billion dividend from NGC, and taxation in the 

sum of $41 billion dollars.  
 

We almost doubled the savings in the Heritage and Stabilization Fund from 
US$ 3 billion in 2010 to US $5.6 billion when we demitted office.  

 
We left net foreign reserves of 12.6 billion dollars.  

We left an economy that was growing. 
 

Not even the Minister can deny that.  
 

This is a far cry from when we came into Government.   
 

We met an economy in shambles. We inherited the $23 billion dollar CLICO 

fiasco, $5 billion debt to public servants and another $1 billion to pay 
contractors.   

 
Thanks to the PNM, my Government was confronted by over $30 billion in 

debt immediately as we formed government.  
 

And I am not counting the Public Sector Debt. 
 

Infrastructure was in shambles with flooding being a regular occurrence 
whenever the rain set up or as an expert Minister once claimed “a stationary 

cloud” led to the flooding of our highway.12   
 

My Government recognized that it had to fund the CLICO bailout yet keep debt 
low and as a result a number of projects were funded by internally generated 

funds. 

 
Projects that today are being used by our citizens.              

                                      
                                                           
12 Newsday “Stationary Clouds danger” 30/08/2008 http://archives.newsday.co.tt/editorial/1,2008-08-30.html 
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Madam Speaker, we met an economy in a tailspin from mismanagement and 
corruption.  

  
We met the GTL and USD scandals in which billions were siphoned off.  

Madam Speaker, a PNM government, of which the Minister of Finance was a 
part, saddled Petrotrin with a $13 billion in debt. 

 
Who can forget the billions lost in poor housing construction… the Minister of 

Finance was part of that as well. He was in that cabinet. 

 
The mention of Las Alturas should make every member on the other side hang 

their heads in shame. 
 

We met the MV Su, millions spent for a vessel which never worked.  
 

We met the Brian Lara Stadium with steel fabrication which failed structural 
inspections.  

 
We met racket rail in which billions had already been paid but nothing to show 

for it.  
 

And Madam Speaker, every public servant will remember that we were also 
faced with over 100 wage negotiations which were abandoned by the PNM. 

 

When we took office we were forced to fix the fumes of corruption and 
mismanagement. 

 
We however faced these things head on. 

 
We took the tax base from $37 billion under the PNM to $41 billion by 2015.  

 
When we left the government annual capital receipt was$ 4.9 billion.  

 
Unlike the incompetence of this PNM administration, my team did not sit down 

and cry or try to blame anyone…. We went to work and got the job done from 
day one.  

 
The people of this great nation elected us to govern and that is what we did.  

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to have led the most productive government 

this country has ever seen. 
 

Through strong planning and delivery by a hands on cabinet, we stabilized the 
economy and put the country back on the growth path.   
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Today, under this PNM administration, Trinidad and Tobago is in a nose-dive. 

  
This Government has betrayed the population’s confidence… and has not even 

delivered a plan far less anything that citizens can touch or see.  
From a slogan of “Let’s do this… to one of “Let’s do nothing.” 

 
Madam Speaker, when a Prime Minister forgets that he is the Prime Minister, 

it speaks volumes. 

 
I was not flattered Madam Speaker when earlier this year, the Honorable 

Prime Minister was still referring to me as Prime Minister.  
 

It is either the Prime Minister is forgetting who he is, or is trying to distance 
himself from the incompetence of his own government.  

 
I leave that up to you to decide. 

 
One thing is certain, I could never lead anything as incompetent as this PNM 

administration. 
 

I would not want anyone to confuse me with leading without a plan. 
 

Madam Speaker, after two years in government, the PNM has pushed the Net 

Public Sector debt up by 23 percent.  
 

In only two short years, $17.201 billion has been added. 
 

In these circumstances, it is obvious that the PNM’s dependence on borrowing 
to finance government expenditure will continue, as will the consequent 

increases in the public debt. 
 

The Minister’s confession that he is forced to borrow billions in order to pay 
salaries and other bills as opposed creating any type of revenue generation. 

 
 Any bank in Trinidad and Tobago would call this kiting… borrowing to fill gaps 

to borrow to fill other gaps.  
 

That my friends is not how you run a country. 

 
At this rate, the PNM will incur the largest intergenerational transfer of debt 

in our history.   
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Madam Speaker, at this rate our grandchildren will have to clean up the mess 
that this current administration is making.  

 
At present under this PNM administration, every man, woman and child has 

to face a debt of $69,099.  
 

And that does not include the mismanagement to come. 
Madam Speaker, given the level of borrowing and public debt at present, it is 

clear that the Minister is hoping that oil prices will not only rebound, but he 

must pray at night that it will reach $200 a barrel.  
 

Madam Speaker, every right thinking citizen today knows that the Minister of 
Finance seems to not only be a stranger to the truth, but also a stranger to 

basic math. 
 

 Time and time again the math just does not add up.  
 

He is mathematically challenged… and I do not blame him… someone else 
picked an engineer to do economics.  

 
Madam Speaker, in his first Budget statement, he projected a deficit for fiscal 

year 2015/16 of $2.8 billion.  
 

The actual deficit was $7.972 billion.13  

 
Strike One 

 
In his second Budget statement, this Minister of Finance projected a budget 

deficit of $6 billion.  
 

The revised estimate turned out to be $12.64 billion.14 
 

Strike two 
 

Now, the Minister predicts a budget deficit of $4.76 billion15… given his track 
record with math, I do not see this adding up. 

 
Madam Speaker, The IMF projections, based on inside information from the 

Government are disturbing.  

 

                                                           
13 Review of the Economy 2017, page 96 
14 Review of the Economy 2017,page 96 
15 Budget Speech 2017 page 32 
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In its 2016 Article IV report, the IMF warned that debt will continue to rise. 
The IMF has projections for Public Sector Debt as a Percent of GDP for the four 

years 2018 to 2021 are 68.2, 77.9, 87.9 and 97.9% respectively, whilst 
Central government debt is projected as 48.5, 58.2, 68.1 and 78.1% 

respectively over the medium term16  
 

Madam Speaker all of this paints a future of gloom and doom under this 
incompetent PNM administration.  

 

They are bankrupt of ideas, they are bankrupt of plans, they are bankrupt of 
capability. 

 
Madam Speaker, Debt sustainability is defined as a country’s capacity to 

finance its policy agenda and service the ensuing debt without unduly large 
adjustments that may compromise its macroeconomic stability and /or that of 

its economic partners. 
 

This Government has clearly not heard of the definition of debt sustainability 
or clearly don’t’ know how to manage or sustain debt. 

 
This Budget presented by this Minister of Finance, offers no hope for 

improvement. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
                                                           
16 IMF Article IV 2016, page 10. Note these estimates or projections excludes debt issued for sterilization. 
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5. THE ENERGY SECTOR 

 
Madame Speaker, it is unfortunate that in addition to the distorted reality 

painted by the Minister of Finance on the country’s economy and its finances, 
misconstructions abound on the account of the Energy Sector.   

 
As soon as we entered office in 2010, we were alarmed to learn that due to 

the policy stagnation of the previous PNM administration, investors were not 
interested in investing, exploring or producing anything in Trinidad and 

Tobago.   
 

In fact, in mid-2010, there was only one rig working offshore. 
 

Incentives and Revenue 
 

As a result of the fall in investment from 2008 to 2010, natural gas 

production started to decline in late 2010.   
 

The nation was facing a future revenue crisis not because of energy prices 
but simply because we were headed into a situation where production would 

continue to decline.  
 

To add to that the major upstream players entered a period of prolonged 
maintenance which is well documented. This also impacted production.  

 
So what did we do? We attacked the problem head-on with a series of policy 

measures namely: 
 

Mobilize an aggressive exploration strategy by way of incentivizing 
the seismic companies, the up streamers (BP, Shell, and BHP) so that 

you can find NEW reserves of Hydrocarbons. 

   
The turnaround in natural gas supply and the rebound in the energy sector 

that the Minister of Finance spoke about is a result of projects initiated from 
2013 to 2015 under the tenure of the PP administration.  
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These projects include the BP Juniper, EOG Sercan, BP TROC (pronounced 

Truck) and BHP Angostura Phase 3. 
 

Additionally, the BP Angelin development is as a result of the seismic surveys 
done in 2011 to 2013 by BP.   

 
The same seismic survey led to the success of the Macadamia exploration well.  

 

These projects are what is responsible for the moderate growth the Minister 
of Finance spoke about in the years 2017 and in 2018.     

 
At the time of passing of the incentives in the Finance Bill 2014, with the 

support of the then Opposition, Colm Imbert said “it is about time these fiscal 
incentives were put in place.”  

 
In many cases these incentives were simply accelerated allowances, i.e. the 

allowances were permitted to be claimed over a shorter period of time. 
 

In his budget speech last year Colm Imbert confirmed that our accelerated 
incentives led to results: 

 
In recent years, there have been significant changes to the Trinidad and 

Tobago oil and gas taxation regime, designed to stimulate production in 

mature fields and to encourage new field development. By and large, these 
changes have had a positive effect. 

 
However, on Monday, the Minister changed his tune.   

 
He criticized the accelerated capital allowances of 2014.  

 
He said the allowances were responsible for the energy sector not paying 

corporation taxes for the next seven years. 
 

Now the capital allowances expire in 3 months on 31 December 2017. 
 

How then can a tax incentive that expires in three months impact tax 
payments for seven years?  

 

His claim is incredible and demonstrates a gross misunderstanding of the 
workings of a huge part of the economy that he is entrusted to oversee.  

 
Everyone in the energy sector knows this.  
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In January 2018, the system reverts to what obtained prior to April 2014. This 

means that companies will still be able to claim 100% of their capital 
expenditure for exploration and developmental drilling only they will do so 

over a longer time.  
 

These incentives have had little or no impact on energy sector revenue 
because the companies that operate in the upstream in the Exploration and 

Production license regime, have made smaller profits or losses in the years 

2015, 2016 and 2017.  
That means there was little or no taxable income against which the 

allowances could have been applied. 
 

The incentives are not applicable to companies in the mid-stream and 
downstream petrochemicals sector, such as Atlantic LNG or the Point Lisas 

companies – we still earn revenue from these mid and downstream providers. 
 

Increased production of natural gas should lead to increased production of 
high value ammonia, methanol, and urea in the downstream sector leading to 

more income from taxes. 
 

However, this may be at risk because as Energy Chamber Chairman Eugene 
Tiah stated yesterday:  

 

"Without clarity on policy and the right contractual terms, shareholders in 
downstream facilities will be unwilling to commit the necessary capital to 

maintain our highly successful mid and downstream sector." 
 

The Central Bank economic bulletin tells us that for the first 10 months of 
fiscal 2017 the Government collected TT$6 billion in revenue from the energy 

sector. 
 

It is simply not correct to say that the country was earning “not one cent” for 
the production of over three billion cubic feet of natural gas per day 

production.   
 

These statements are inflammatory and could be quite damaging to the 
reputation of companies that we do business with. 

 

Lower prices, lower production and carry forward losses have led to lower 
collection of petroleum profits tax. 
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Perhaps if the Minister wants to increase revenue he could prevent companies 
from claiming carry forward losses which are permitted by Section 16 of the 

Income Tax Act.  
 

I think this would be unwise.  However, the Minister in his constant quest for 
new sources of tax revenue is known for his unwise decisions. 

 
In fiscal 2018 Trinidad and Tobago’s natural gas supply will benefit from an 

18% increase in natural gas production the seeds of which were sown in 2013 

and 2014 and this will lead to mid/downstream revenue.  
 

When we govern we don’t govern for tomorrow we govern for the future.   
 

A Record of Failure 
 

Not one new project has even been conceptualized by this PNM Administration 
in the entire 2 years they have been in office – they are living off of the fruits 

of our labour. 
 

Hand in hand with lack of plan and execution has been a loss of confidence 
and of business.  And this was not helped by the industry-wide confusion 

caused by the Minister’s budget statement. 
 

The loss of the Angelin platform fabrication to Mexico remains a source of deep 

disappointment – we lost 300 jobs and bring US$ 200 million in foreign direct 
investment because the NGC failed to finalize a new contract with BP before 

the end of 2016. 
 

It was the mis-handling of the relationship with MHTL that led to the closure 
of two of their plants in February of this year and the loss of hundreds of jobs.   

 
And of course Arcelor Mittal packed up and left in March 2016 taking with them 

600 jobs.   
 

Today the relationship between the Government and the multi-nationals has 
been damaged. 

 
A further sign of poor stakeholder relations is demonstrated by BP’s press 

release a few days ago saying they need “much more clarity” on the details in 

the budget.  
 

That means they do not understand what the Minister said as it related to his 
statement on royalties and taxes. 
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The largest player in the Trinidad and Tobago energy sector and the third 

largest in the world is confused with what was delivered on Monday.  
 

That is an ominous sign for our economy.  
 

As we cement our reliability and expertise in a now very competitive region, 
given Guyana and Grenada’s recent oil finds. 

 

We need to make sure that we are still seen as primary choice for the 
multinationals to invest. 

 
And in order to for this to happen we need to have better relations and 

understanding with our stakeholders. 
 

We worked hard to maintain a relationship with stakeholders based on mutual 
respect and understood that a balance had to be struck between the country’s 

interest and the developer’s interest with consideration to the wider global 
environment. 

 
Royalty 

 
Madam Speaker, what of these changes to royalty? The Minister said he will 

apply a fixed royalty of 12.5% across the board.   

 
Will the royalty arrangements be applied to production sharing contracts 

(PSCs)?  
 

Companies that operate according PSCs don’t pay royalty based on the 
contractual arrangement.   

 
Companies that operate Exploration and Production (E&P) licenses like BP and 

Petrotrin pay royalty and in some cases, that is at a rate of 10% and others it 
is 12.5%.  

 
These agreements would have to be amended in order to add a new royalty 

provision – has the Government already gotten the consent of the pertinent 
energy companies? 

 

They share production with the Government and that is how the Government 
receives its share.  
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BP has been paying its royalty in kind since 2006 based on an agreement to 
supply “royalty gas” which was agreed to by former Prime Minister Manning.  

 
This Royalty Gas was supplied by BP on behalf of the Minister of Energy to the 

NGC at no cost. What has happened to that arrangement? Is the Government 
now going to take cash instead of natural gas?  We need answers to that. 

 
The Minister of Finance has given no details on how he plans to implement 

this new royalty regime and how much money he expects to get from it and 

stakeholders are confused. 
 

Even worse, yesterday Eugene Tiah the chairman of the Energy Chamber 
indicated that the Government had outlined the desire for a new tax regime 

in the last 3 annual budgets and despite consultations “there is still a lack of 
final resolution and clarity about exactly what is intended” 

 
Master Gas Plan 

 
In 2015 when we left office we left for the incoming administration a natural 

gas master plan.  
 

That document has been recently laid in Parliament totally unaltered not a 
comma or a semi-colon has been changed.  

 

The Minister of Energy in laying it was so impressed that he hailed it as 
“pioneering”.  

 
This historic document speaks to the way forward for the energy sector and it 

says that we must continue to be competitive in our upstream and in so doing 
we will continue to attract investment not scare it away. 

 
The Natural Gas Master Plan which we commissioned and which this 

Government sat on for over two years “reviewing”, repeatedly implores the 
GORTT to immediately mobilize an aggressive exploration campaign to 

find new reserves of natural gas and to maintain the existing highly successful 
fiscal regime which we implemented. 

 
Maybe they will start next year. 

 

Political Interference 
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It is also our understanding that come 2019, the NGC will be paying 
significantly more for natural gas from BPTT and EOG Resources and this will 

put further pressure on profit margins at the NGC and at Point Lisas.  
 

The Prime Minister has gone on record as admitting that he negotiated a gas 
price on behalf of the NGC with EOG resources in a meeting in Houston in 

March 2017.  
 

At that meeting, there were no officers of the NGC present and there were no 

officers of the Ministry of Energy present.  
 

The Prime Minister was only accompanied by Minister Stuart Young.   
 

The Prime Minister is not a contracting party in this matter.  
 

It is a matter between the NGC and EOG resources.  
It was therefore highly improper for the Prime Minister to assume the role of 

the NGC and led negotiations on their behalf.  
 

This incident has led to the fixing of natural gas prices by the political 
directorate namely the Prime Minister and has undermined the Board of the 

NGC and its management.  
 

Such a course of action flies in the face of transparency.  

 
It is our understanding that because of this “intervention” of the Prime 

Minister, NGC will pay significantly more for natural gas in 2019 and this 
will negatively impact the competitiveness of the entire natural gas sector.  

 
Hybrid vehicles 

 
On the issue of hybrids, Madam Speaker, I will again say that in 2014, the 

PP Administration removed the MVT and VAT on Hybrid vehicles under 1999 
CC’s.  

 
In the next budget, our Minister of Finance went a step further and removed 

all taxes on hybrids. This created a surge in demand for hybrids.  
 

This was the right direction in which to take the nation. It was progressive and 

green.  
 

It was in keeping with a global trend that sees the proliferation of hybrids in 
the developed world.  
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Sadly, this Minister has sought to penalize this growing segment of the car 

industry just when it was taking off.  
 

To cut off vehicles over 1599 CC’s and is a step in the wrong direction.  
 

Do you know that the Ioniq hybrid vehicle and the Prius does not even fall into 
this category?  

 

In fact, there are only a few hybrid vehicles which fall into this classification.  
 

So you suddenly you reverse the policy so that only very few vehicles are 
accessible?   

 
The exemption represented a discount of more than 50%. 

 
This means that family friendly vehicles with larger engines may not be within 

the reach of families who may want to go the hybrid route because the cost 
has gone up drastically now that the exemption has been removed.   

 
So once again, the average income earner desirous of becoming more 

environmentally friendly and benefit from a Government’s willingness to 
support this, has the door abruptly slammed in his face. 
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6. PROCUREMENT MATTERS 
 

Procurement, Public Accountability and Transparency 
 

When a Government shows you who they are. Believe them!! 
 

When a Government shows you what they are. Believe them!! 

 
When a Government shows you who they stand for. Believe them!! 

 
Over the past two (2) years this Government has shown us that they have 

little regard for the little man, for the working poor, for the vulnerable of 
society.   

 
They have shown they are a government that prefers to stand up for their 

friends and financiers and almost no one else! 
 

I want to tell the population today when the PNM shows you who they are 
believe them!!  

 
A government must provide for, invest in and protect its people.   

 

In fulfilling these responsibilities any Government must have respect for the 
rule of law and be transparent, accountable and equitable in the distribution 

of the resources of the State to its people and always act in the public interest. 
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The success of any Government will be judged by the manner in which it 
adheres to these principles. 

 
Our Court of Appeal17 has stated, “It may be worth reminding ourselves, that 

whereas freedom, transparency and accountability are the hallmarks of a 
participatory democracy, secrecy lies at the heart of dictatorships”.  

 
What we have experienced over the past two (2) years clearly signals to every 

right thinking Trinidadian and Tobagonian that this PNM regime is clearly a 

dictatorship and they have a lot of secrets which we are uncovering one by 
one. 

 
It is not a coincidence that every single piece of legislation that has been 

enacted in our country that seeks to promote transparency and accountability 
by public officials and seeks to strengthen our democracy has been enacted 

by a United National Congress Government.  
 

It was a UNC Government that was responsible for the passage of the:- 
 

Integrity in Public Life Legislation 
The Proceeds of Crime Legislation 

The Judicial Review Act 
The Freedom of Information Act 

The Equal Opportunities Act 

 
It was a People's Partnership Government which had the vision and will to 

amend the Standing Orders of the Parliament to allow for the establishment 
of Joint Select Committees of the Parliament to hold the Government 

accountable for their actions and decisions.  
 

I am proud to say that our changes to the standing orders have allowed the 
“Ferry Gate” inquiry to progress thereby allowing the nation see what is really 

happening under this Government.   
 

This is changing the way we hold our elected officials accountable for their 
decision-making.    

 
It was a People’s Partnership Government that was responsible for the 

enactment of the Public Procurement and Disposal of Public Property Act 2015.  

 
The passage of this piece of legislation represented the delivery on a manifesto 

promise of my administration that upon being elected into office we would lay 
                                                           
17 The Minister of planning and Sustainable Development v The Joint Consultative Council Civil Appeal No. P200 of 2014 
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in the Parliament legislation to reform the regime of public procurement and 
the disposal of State assets. The objects of this legislation were to promote: 

 
a) The principles of transparency, accountability, integrity and value for 

money; 
 

b) efficiency, fairness, equity and public confidence; and 
 

c) Local industry development, sustainable procurement and 

sustainable development in the public procurement process and the 
disposal of public property. 

 
I make no apologies today in saying that some high officials in Government 

have deliberately delayed the implementation of this legislation in order to 
facilitate corruption over the past two (2) years and will continue to delay its 

implementation in order to ensure that they fill the pockets of their friends 
and financiers before they are removed from office. 

 
Even while we were in Government and working on the Bill we had difficulty 

working with the then-Opposition to get the Bill passed.  They opposed us at 
every point, but we got it passed and now the Government is stalling on 

implementing the law. 
 

As Prime Minister, I understood the need for this type of legislation and I 

understood the reasons why the PNM was opposed to it.  
 

Their record speaks for itself.  
 

Despite the then Opposition’s obstructionist attitude to the passage of the 
procurement legislation my Government did all to accommodate their 

demands because we understood the importance and the need for this 
legislation to protect the public purse, the public interest and the patrimony 

of the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  
 

Today we are witnessing before our eyes the frittering away of the future of 
our country by this Government deliberate non-implementation of the 

procurement legislation.  
 

My Government established a Joint Select Committee of the Parliament to 

examine and report on the Public Procurement and Disposal of Public Property 
Act.  
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We engaged in the widest possible public consultation with all stakeholders, 
we listened to the views of the then Opposition and Independent members of 

Parliament and we genuinely considered their suggested amendments.  
This legislation was passed on the 16th December 2014 and assented to on 

the 14th January 2015. A number of sections were partially proclaimed on the 
31st July 2015. 

 
Over and over the Government has promised they would implement the 

procurement legislation and they just aren’t getting it done. 

 
The promise started in their 2015 manifesto, they promised that upon being 

elected: 
 

"The PNM will waste no time addressing this very important issue. We will 
move swiftly to make the necessary improvements to the Public Procurement 

Act, in order to remove loopholes, limitations and weakness that currently 
exist in the legislation, and, in consultation with all stakeholders, establish and 

implement a realistic timetable for the full implementation of the Act18" 
 

This was the Government’s first broken promise on this issue! 
 

Again in the 2015-2016 budget the Minister of Finance promised: 
 

"This PNM Administration will cut out this cancer of corruption and waste as 

we fulfill our commitment to the people of Trinidad and Tobago to implement 
a modern, transparent and fair public procurement system in 2016. We are 

already in the process of conducting a review of the existing legislation, and 
we will table the appropriate amendments and operationalise the new 

procurement agency in the shortest possible time19."  
 

This represented the second broken promise to the people of this country on 
this issue! 

 
In his 2016-2017 fiscal package the Minister of Finance again shamelessly 

repeated the same promise again.  
 

He stated: 
"We expect that the Procurement Regulator and the Board of Procurement 

Regulation will be appointed and all required public procurement units or 

procurement entities will be established within the next six months. By the 
end of March 2017, therefore, if not before, all public bodies, which according 

                                                           
18 Page 21 of the People National Movement Manifesto 
19 Page 24 of the 2015-2016 budget presentation 
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to the definition in the Public Procurement and Disposal of Public Property Act 
includes the Office of the President, the Parliament, the Judiciary, Ministries 

and Departments, the Tobago House of Assembly, Municipal Corporations, 
State Enterprises and Statutory Authorities, among others, will be required to 

carry out public procurement and the disposal of public property in a manner 
that is consistent with the Public Procurement Act. " 

 
Within the next six (6) months! That was his promise! We are now twelve 12 

months since that statement and it still has not been done! 

 
Unsurprisingly, on Monday, the Minister of Finance promised for a fourth time: 

 
"Madam Speaker, immediately upon our assumption of office and consistent 

with the commitment in our Manifesto, we moved rapidly to improve the 
procurement framework as established in the Public Procurement and Disposal 

of Property Act No.15 of 2015. Through two major amendments – Act No.5 of 
2016 and Act No.3 of 2016 – we are now assured that procurement 

transactions will meet the best practice and highest standards of governance… 
Accordingly, we envisage that by early 2018 the legislation will be 

operational20." 
 

So we expect at the mid-term review we will hear again their plan to 
implement the procurement legislation.  Their plan doesn’t change you know?   

They just can’t get it done.  They can’t get much of anything done. 

 
This is the record of the PNM, a Government of lies, broken promises and 

betrayal.  
 

A Government that cannot be trusted and so bankrupt of ideas and patently 
incompetent that they cannot and will not even implement what they met 

upon their assumption of office. 
  

Madam Speaker let me tell you today that were it not for the Opposition and 
others, the Ministry of Finance and the Minister of Finance would have tainted 

the entire process for the appointment of a Procurement Regulator and the 
members of the Board.  

 
I wrote to His Excellency and warned the Office of the President that the 

Minister and Ministry of Finance’s involvement in the process for the 

appointment of the Procurement Regulator was unlawful and illegal and would 
result in the entire process being corrupted.  

 
                                                           
20 Page 80 of the  2017-2018Budget Statement 
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It was conspicuously noticeable that in his statement the Minister made no 
mention of the involvement of himself and the Ministry in the appointment 

process, though the process has been re-started.  
 

This was clearly because of the actions of the Opposition and others in 
ensuring that the Government was not allowed to pervert the appointment 

process and influence the decision of who is appointed to this most important 
post.  

 

Today I must question whether the actions of the Minister were deliberate.  
 

 
 

 
 

The consequences of non-implementation of the Procurement 
Legislation.  

 
Over the past two (2) years this Government has spent in excess of $110 

billion dollars and in fiscal 2018 this Government proposes to spend in excess 
of $50 billion dollars.  

 
It is clear that the intention of this administration is to stall on procurement 

legislation while delivering on their promises, not to the people of this country, 

but to their friends and financiers.  
 

For two (2) years, they promised good governance, transparency, 
accountability and openness but delivered nepotism, favoritism, 

discrimination and outright thievery.   
 

We need procurement legislation to protect our country from this behaviour.  
 

In the meantime the Government tries to distract the population with 
allegations of corruption of the past administration.   

 
But people have grown weary of the Government’s antics, they don’t want to 

hear about blame Kamla. They just want the Government to do something, 
anything to ease their suffering and, they want transparency and 

accountability. 

 
Madam Speaker allow me to demonstrate to you some of the things that have 

happened due to the lack of procurement legislation to prevent corruption: 
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A relative of a Minister was able to secure a $400 million dollar contract for 
the construction of the first segment of a highway.  

 
The country was told that the transaction was transparent and above board 

because the Minister recused himself when the matter was being discussed. 
 

A financier of the PNM was able to secure a contract for the rental of a barge 
and cargo carrier at the costs of $22,000.00 USD per day to service the sea 

bridge.  

 
I wonder if anyone recused themselves from the deliberations for the award 

of this contract?  Special procurement processes were used because of the 
urgency of the situation. 

 
Contracts have been awarded for the extension of the Solomon Hochoy 

Highway to Point Fortin. 
Contracts in excess of $100 million dollars were awarded for the completion 

of the works on the Brian Lara Stadium. 
 

Contracts were awarded for the lease of the Cabo Star and the Ocean Flower 
II under the supervision and control of the Minister of Works and Transport.  

 
Again special procurement processes were used because of the urgency of the 

situation.  These contracts are more than TT$1 Million per month. 

 
This list does not include the contracts for hundreds of millions of dollars that 

have been awarded by the Special Purpose State Enterprises all without 
adhering to any stringent procurement regime.  

 
Trinidad Generation Company Limited. 

 
The Minister of Finance announced in the 2016-2017 budget statement of the 

Government’s intention to sell a percentage of the shareholding in Trinidad 
and Generation Unlimited. The Minister stated, 

 
“The sale of 20 percent of Trinidad Generation Unlimited (TGU) to institutional 

investors, such as the National Insurance Board (NIB) and the Trinidad and 
Tobago Unit Trust Corporation. This measure is expected to generate $600 

million” 

 
Upon the Mid Term Review on May 10th in 2017 and the plans of the 

Government suddenly and drastically change with the Minister announcing, 
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“The divestment of the Trinidad Generation Unlimited (TGU) by Union Estate 
Electricity Generation Company Limited (UEEGCL) is also advancing.  After a 

review of our earlier decision to dispose of 20.0 percent of the shareholding 
of TGU to certain local institutional investors, we have now determined that it 

is more appropriate to pursue the introduction of an Independent Power 
Producer (IPP) or other suitably qualified private sector investor into the 

ownership and operations of TGU.  
 

We propose that the new shareholder would hold up to 40 percent of the 

shareholding in the Company, with another 10 percent offered to the public 
and/or institutional investors. The proceeds of this divestment exercise are 

estimated to range from $3 billion to $5 billion, depending on the final 
valuation of the Company, and the quantum of shareholding divested, with 

these proceeds compensating for potential shortfalls in any other one of the 
Government’s sale of assets programme. Further details of this divestment 

will be made public in due course.  
 

So in September 2016 the Government decided to divest 20% of TGU to Local 
Institutional Investors (NIB and Unit Trust Corporation).  

 
Within a few months, it is now 40% to an unnamed entity. What changed? 

What was the catalyst for this sudden change in Government’s policy? 
 

This decision by the Government clearly demonstrates the policy of this 

government to tax and sell assets to raise revenue. 
 

They continue to fail to generate any new source of sustainable revenue.  
 

 
I would like to ask the Honourable Minister, and I expect he will deal with this 

matter, 
 

Is it correct that by Cabinet Minute No. 922 of May 25th, 2017 the Cabinet 
agreed that: 

 
(a) the Ministry of Finance and the Union Estate Electricity Generation 

Company Limited (UEEGCL), with appropriate consultants, manage the sale 
of Trinidad Generation Unlimited plant to Ferrostaal GmbH for 40.0% of TGU 

with another 10.0% offered to public and private institutional investors 

(Minute No. 1529 of September 30 of September 20, 2016 refers); 
 

(b) all relevant consultancies be engaged by UEEGCL on behalf of the Ministry 
of Finance with costs to be on a reimbursable basis. 
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I would like to ask the Prime Minster, Madam Speaker and, whether on the 

13th January 2017 he received a private courtesy call from Ferrostaal?  
 

Did the infamous Ken Julien accompany Ferrotsaal on their courtesy call to 
you? 

 
I do not expect he will ever answer those questions, maybe we will have to 

bring him to another JSC! 

 
Madam Speaker this is a transaction that is valued between $3-$5 Billion 

Dollars.  An asset valued at $3-$5 Billion Dollars that belongs to the people of 
Trinidad and Tobago.   

 
Let me demonstrate the extent that this Administration will go to hide their 

secrets. 
 

Now remember Madam Speaker the Cabinet Minute is dated the 25th May, 
2017.  Two weeks later, on the 9th June 2017 MP Lee had the following 

exchange with the Prime Minister during Prime Minister’s questions on this 
issue: - 

 
MP. Lee:  Thank you, Madam Speaker. To the Hon. Prime Minister: Would 

the Prime Minister say whether Government has reached an agreement to 

divest 40 per cent of Trinidad Generation Unlimited (TGU) to a private sector 
investor?  

 
Prime Minister  Madam Speaker, the Minister of Finance, in his capacity as 

corporation sole, is currently exploring the divestment of 40 per cent of TGU 
and there is no agreement at this time.” 

 
The process is the widest process. Having indicated in the national budget a 

public expression that we are interested in receiving from interested parties 
and we are prepared to divest, we are considering offers, we are inviting 

persons who may be interested, international companies that are working in 
Trinidad and Tobago in the area. We are looking at the broadest spectrum, 

and the Cabinet will determine, based on the offers, what is the best option 
for the Government of Trinidad and Tobago.” 

 

How could the Prime Minister indicate that there was no agreement on the 
matter of the sale on June 9th, 2017 when a Cabinet decision was already 

made on May 25th, 2017 to sell the 40% shareholding to Ferrostaal?   
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Perhaps we do really need a JSC, because that seems to be the only way we 
can get to the truth of matters. 

 
Did the Prime Minister tell an untruth in answer to the question that was posed 

by MP Lee?   
 

What is there to hide?  Why is this entire transaction shrouded in secrecy?  
 

The Cabinet apparently has taken a decision to dispose of one of this country’s 

most valuable assets without engaging in any procurement process, a 3-5 
Billion Dollar.   

 
This appears to be a sale by sole select tender and the selection was made by 

Cabinet.  
 

This is why I warned Madam Speaker that by the time the procurement 
legislation is implemented there will be little left. 

 
I want to ask the Government today: - 

What was the procurement process that was engaged in selecting Forrestaal? 
 

What were the names of the other firms that were considered? 
 

What if any due diligence was performed on Ferrostaal before this decision 

was made? 
 

Who were the consultants that were engaged by the Union Estate Generation 
Company Limited? 

 
Why is the sale being negotiated by “Union Estate Electricity Generation 

Company Limited (UEEGCL), with “appropriate consultants”, a holding 
company for the Union Estate and not by TGU itself? 

 
What payments for relevant consultancies are there? Are there not State 

Officials, Technocrats, General Managers and Boards to negotiate a sale? 
 

Is there in place at this time a fully constituted TGU board of TGU? 
 

Was it legal for the Government to sole select a purchaser without any tender 

process for the sale of one of our country’s most valuable assets? 
 

This Government has decided to dispose of this country’s power generation 
capacity to a foreign company.   
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This decision would obviously affect the delicate NGC/TTEC/TGU agreements, 

which will in turn adversely affect the price of electricity to the citizens of this 
country.   

 
And we wonder how it impacts the review of TTEC rates that the Minister of 

Finance has threatened/promised in his budget speech.    
 

 

The silence of the Minister of Finance on Monday regarding this suspicious 
transaction involving sums of $3-$5 billion dollars was deafening.   

 
Are we going to awake one morning and find that Lake Asphalt no longer 

belongs to the people of Trinidad and Tobago but has been sold to a friend or 
acquaintance of the Prime Minister?  

 
Is this what is planned for Petrotrin and the Trinmar assets? 

  
This Government will sell out the assets that belong to the people of our 

country right before our eyes and when we find out it would be too late.  
  

The Minister of Finance has proposed 3 ministerial committees to give out 
housing, grants and loans:  

 

One chaired by the Prime Minister that will have the power to distribute State 
lands as part of the Government's housing programme.  

 
Another with responsibility for the approval of agricultural grants in the sum 

of 20 million dollars and  
 

A third with responsibility for the approval of loans to small businesses in the 
sum of 50 million dollars. 

 
Today, on behalf of the people of Trinidad and Tobago, I call upon the Prime 

Minister to put a halt to these initiatives – I mean do we really want to put 
Ministers in charge of these matters?  

 
This exactly the kind of process that people don’t want. 

If the Government fails to put a stop to these initiatives, then it is clear that 

they want to avoid transparency, accountability and good governance at any 
cost.   
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And I’m sorry to say that implementing these initiatives instead of relying on 
procurement legislation makes it look like the Government is trying to sneak 

in political slush funds. 
 

Madam Speaker the resources that are available to us, that we as a country 
are blessed to enjoy, are finite.  

 
We simply cannot continue to waste and squander our limited resources to 

satisfy selfish political desires and fuel corrupt acts.  

 
The Public Procurement and Disposal of Public Property Act was enacted to 

strengthen our democracy and ensure that the procurement of goods and 
services by the State and the disposal of public property was fair, transparent 

and equitable.  
 

It was designed to eliminate corruption and promote efficiency and integrity 
in the procurement process.  

 
Any responsible Government that has respect for the rule of law and seeks to 

promote good governance would not seek to delay the implementation of this 
legislation.  

 
I call upon the Government today to put country first, put our people first and 

put the future of our children first and immediately cease the award of all 

contracts and disposal of all State property by the Government and by all 
Special Purpose State Enterprises and to forthwith take all steps to 

operationalize the Public Procurement and Disposal of Public Property Act and 
to properly resource the office of procurement regulator.  

 
PNM and the Manipulation of Public Officers 

 
Madam Speaker, this Government blames all and sundry for their failures. 

Every act of corruption is blamed on everyone else other than the Cabinet or 
the Prime Minister.  

 
No one takes responsibility.  No one is held responsible.  

They accuse hard working and dedicated public officers of corruption, fraud 
and mismanagement.  

 

When senior public officers refuse to tow the line as in the Ferrygate scandal 
they attempt to throw them overboard.  
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A disturbing development is the news that the Ministry of the Attorney 
General, I repeat, a Ministry, with not one, not two, but three cabinet ranked 

Ministers, is now seizing computers and mobile phones.  
 

Under what law can the Minister of Everything tell us that the Attorney General 
Ministry has seized people's phones or laptops? Who is examining these 

devices?  
 

A Ministry cannot seize equipment from another Ministry!! That is the job of 

the police acting according to the law.  
 

This is a dangerous development more in line with the third world banana 
republics of the last generation.  

 
We also have reports of senior officials of government pressuring public 

officers to take actions or sign statements as part of their political witch hunt.  
 

I appeal to all hard working public officers not to be intimidated, harassed or 
bullied by a failing regime.  

 
While we applaud the majority of police officers for their work and dedication 

to duty, we also send a message to senior officers to resist the political 
pressure to break the law and to stay faithful to your oath.  

 

We are committed to the rule of law.  
 

We will not allow this Rowley led government to intimidate public officers or 
law enforcement officials.  

 
We commend all police officers for trying their best to deal with crime under 

the weight of an incompetent government lacking a plan and the political will. 
I remind the nation that when we had the biggest drop by 51% in serious 

crime, when the murder rate was on the decline, when in one year we went 
for 47 days without a single murder - we worked with the very same police 

service that is in place today.  
 

If crime is out of control don't blame the police, blame yourselves, since you 
cannot give the direction, the resources, the plan and the policy required by 

a police service eager to do their best. 
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7. NATIONAL SECURITY 

 

The fundamental and paramount duty of any responsible Government is to be 
the protector of the people who elected them to govern.   

 



Page 51 of 135 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
If a Government cannot protect its citizens and guarantee their safety and 
security it has lost its legitimacy to govern.   

 
The importance of the Government’s duty to protect our citizens is the first 

right of our citizens enshrined in our Constitution.   
 

The right to life, liberty, property and the security of the person is an enshrined 
constitutional guarantee by the Government to every citizen of our country.   

 

That right is breached and violated with each crime, be it murder, robbery, 
rape, kidnapping and assault that is suffered on a daily basis in our country.   

 
The people of Trinidad and Tobago are under siege at the hands of the criminal 

elements.   
 

Murder and mayhem grips our country each day and it seems as though the 
citizens have become numb to the killing and bloodshed and the Government 

has become oblivious to the suffering and carnage.  
 

The most important issue and concern for our citizens today is the need to 
protect their family and their property from the criminal elements.  

 
Nothing is more important to them!  Never before has our country been so 

unsafe.  We are living in perilous times.   

 
The level of fear that our citizens experience on a daily basis is unprecedented.   

 
People are no longer prisoners in their homes; they are now becoming victims 

and statistics in their homes.   
 

Our homes have now become the new hunting grounds and killing fields for 
the criminals.   

 
Never before have our women, our children and our elderly been under attack 

as they are now.   
 

No one is speared the wrath of the criminals and the Government has proven 
to be hopeless, helpless and bankrupt of any solution to give comfort to our 

citizens.   

 
Never before have I felt the pain for our elderly and children as I do now and 

it is a pain that is felt by the entire population.   
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The loss to our country by the loss of life and the scourge of crime and 
criminality which we as a country have endured since September, 2015 is 

unquantifiable and unbearable.   
 

The entire country was looking forward in desperation to the Minister of 
Finance telling us what were his Government’s plans to address crime and 

criminality.   
 

What were the new plans and initiatives that the Government intended to 

pursue to protect our citizens, their children, their property and their 
businesses?   

 
We all waited with bated breath to hear how this Government intended to 

make Trinidad and Tobago safe again.   
 

How did the Government intended to address the brutality that was being 
suffered by all our citizens on a daily basis?   

 
What were the plans of the Government to provide consolation and support to 

the countless victims of crime who have lost loved ones and are simply in 
search for justice? 

 
The budget statement of the Minister of Finance clearly demonstrated the 

importance that this Government places on National Security and the need to 

protect our citizens.   
 

It was two (2) hours in to his presentation that the Minister sought to reveal 
the Government’s plans for national security and within six (6) minutes he 

was complete.   
 

The Government’s plans to protect our citizens, their children, their property 
and to address the rampant criminality that we are experiencing occupied all 

of 4 pages of the 116 page budget presentation.   
 

The Minister’s National Security presentation was the most insulting, 
insensitive and uncaring approach to the most important issue that bedevils 

our country.  
 

The statement of the Minister was bankrupt of any ideas, devoid of any 

substance and lacking in any plan and vision to provide safety and security to 
our citizens.   
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It was characteristically what we as a country have come to expect from PM 
Rowley and his Government.   

 
After two (2) years and three (3) budgets the population now accepts the 

mistake that was made in September 2015.   
 

The country now understands that this Government not only lacks competence 
and credibility but they are uncaring, insensitive and arrogant to the suffering 

of our people and our country.  

 
The Government’s plans on the issue of National Security will ensure that the 

only persons who will now feel protected and secure are the criminals, as they 
always have felt, whenever the PNM are in power.   

 
Our women, children and elderly will continue to face the brutality of the 

criminals.   
 

Businessmen will continue to be the targets of the criminals.  
 

Hardworking and honest citizens of our country will continue to be raped, 
robbed and kidnapped and the fear that they experience each day when they 

leave and enter their homes will continue unabated because the Government 
simply does not care.  

 

Recent bulletin from the Overseas Security Advisory Council.21 
 

Madam Speaker on Tuesday 3rd September 2017, a day after the budget 
statement was delivered, the United States Department of State through the 

Overseas Security Advisory Council assessed Port-of Spain as being a critical 
threat location for crime directed at or affecting official government interest.  

 

                                                           
21 The government of Trinidad and Tobago (T&T) faces numerous challenges in its effort to reduce crime, including 

an overburdened legal system, bureaucratic resistance to change, unemployment in marginal areas, disenfranchised 
youth, the negative influence of gangs, drugs, weapons, and an economic recession. 
 
 
Trinidad and Tobago Police Service (TTPS) 2016 crime statistics show a 1.4% increase in overall serious criminal 
activity, as compared to 2015. Violent crime remains a major concern for local security services and the general 
population. 
 
Despite the seizure of 765 firearms in 2016, almost 81% of the murders were committed by firearm, continuing to 
highlight the problem of imported and often illegal weapons and firearms smuggling.  
 
According to TTPS statistics, there were 462 murders in 2016, 420 murders in 2015, and 403 murders in 2014, out 
of a population of approximately 1.3 million people.  
 
The detection rate for murder was 15.2% for 2016, an increase from 13.6 percent in 2015. 
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This report, which is a signal to the international community of the present 
crime situation that faces our country, represents an indictment on the 

government’s fight against crime. Let me quote for you Madam Speaker a few 
of the comments made in the report 

 
Madam Speaker as you are well aware, one of the greatest issues every citizen 

faces is crime. 
 

The crime statistics confirm that crime is on the rise, with a 1.4% increase in 

serious criminal activity, as compared to 2015. 
 

Despite the seizure of 765 firearms in 2016, almost 81% of the murders were 
committed by firearm. 

 
There were 462 murders in 2016, 420 murders in 2015, and 403 murders in 

2014, out of a population of approximately 1.3 million people, with the 
detection rate at its lowest in our nations history  

 
What is very noteworthy about the report is that specific mention is made of 

the success of the crime fighting initiatives that were implemented under the 
Peoples Partnership administration.  

 
The additional vehicles that were provided to the protective services. 

 

The establishment in 2014 of the Community Comfort Patrol Program. 
However the report notes that this program was discontinued in 2017, under 

this administration! 
 

The implementation of the Rapid Response Unit for emergencies.  
 

The report notes that the RRU has been operating with success in both islands.  
 

This international report acknowledged the progress that was made under the 
Peoples Partnership in the fight against crime and criminality.  

 
Today that success is no more under this administration that has allowed the 

criminal element to once again take control of our country with no fear of any 
consequence. 

 

Where are we today, what do the numbers say? 
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When one reflects on the reality of our crime situation as reflected in the raw 
and real crime statistics we can understand why not a single statistic was 

presented by the Minister.  
 

The Minister did not refer to ONE SINGLE SUCCESS of his Government in the 
fight against crime for the entire fiscal year 2016-2017.   

 
He could not refer to one statistic because it would have revealed the betrayal 

that they have perpetrated and continue to perpetrate on the citizens of this 

country.   
 

It would have shown the colossal failure of this Government to protect our 
citizens and address crime and the criminal element.   

 
It would have exposed their broken promises and their inability to deliver to 

the people of our country.   
 

It would have exposed their deceit and lies! 
 

Allow me Madam Speaker to do what the Minister deliberately did not do in 
his presentation and tell you and the people of this country where we as a 

country are in the fight against crime.   
 

Let me tell you want the Government does not want you and the country to 

know.   
 

Murders 
 

In the two (2) years that this Government has been elected into office we 
have lost more than 1000 of our men and women, sons and daughters, to the 

criminal elements.   
 

Let me repeat that.  In the two (2) years that this Government has been in 
power we as a country have experienced more than 1000 murders.  

 
I am now quoting Madam Speaker from the Commissioner of Police Comstat 

data dated the 19th September 2017.  
 

For the period January 1st 2017 to September 16th 2017 there were 343 

murders: this is an increase of 13 more murders for the same period last year, 
and this figure Madam Speaker does not include persons who are reported 

missing.  
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Wounding and Shootings 
 With respect to wounding and shootings, there have been 497 reports of 

wounding and shootings for the first nine (9) months of this year.   
 

This represents an increase of 107 more for the same period last year.  
 

Kidnappings 
 

With respect to kidnappings there has been an increase of 36% and 

kidnappings for ransom there was an increase of 150%.   
 

Robberies 
 

There have been 1968 reports of robberies for the year 2017 thus far and 577 
reports of larceny of motor vehicles.   

 
Madam Speaker this means that each day there are 7 robberies reported in 

our country and 2 vehicles are reported stolen. EACH DAY!!!  
 

Possession of firearm 
 

There have been 733 reports of possession of firearms and ammunition and 
313 drug related offences reported.  

 

Let me tell you, Madam Speaker, of the extent of the failure of this 
Government to protect and secure the people of Tobago.   

 
With respect to murders for the first nine (9) months of this year there has 

been a 700% increase in murders on our sister isle.   
 

There has been a 25% increase in wounding and shootings.   
 

There has been a 20% increase in kidnappings.  
 

A 26% increase in robberies and a 38% increase in narcotic related offences.   
 

That is how this Government has delivered on its promise to keep the people 
of Tobago safe and secure.   

 

That is what those who come to Sandals (if it ever happens) will be exposed 
to on the sister isle.  
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This constitutes the report card for this Government in the fight against crime 
and in its efforts to protect and secure the citizens of this country from the 

criminal element.   
 

This is what the people of this country have gotten in return for the 7 billion 
dollars that was spent on national security during the last fiscal year.   

 
Let us not forget in fiscal 2015-2016 this Government spent in excess of 10 

billion dollars on national security.  

 
This Government has spent 17 billion dollars on national security in two (2) 

years and not a single person in this country is today safer.   
 

Every single family each day lives in fear for their lives and we have lost 1000 
lives and yet you come to tell the country “we could make it if we try”.   

 
Go and tell that to the families of the 1000 persons who have lost their loved 

ones and the countless that have been raped, robbed, kidnapped and 
brutalized.  

 
It represents a colossal and abject failure on the part of this Government.  

 
It is a report card of shock, shame and disgrace, a betrayal of the promises 

that they made to the people of this country before 2015.   

 
The Minister says that they are changing the paradigm, he may well be right, 

since 2015 and particularly in the last year it has changed, but it has changed 
for the worse.   

 
Madam Speaker, we must never forget that all of this has happened under the 

watchful eyes and leadership of two ministers of National Security and a 
Parliamentary Secretary who was a former deputy Commissioner of Police.  

 
This is what this government has been responsible for, the most brutal and 

brazen assault upon our citizens.  
 

You all should all hang your head in collective shame.  
 

In my budget presentation last year I warned that the situation will get no 

better because of the lack of leadership by this Government and their clear 
inability and incompetence to take the fight to the criminals and take back our 

country.   
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Unfortunately, for the people of our country my prediction was true.  Having 
heard the Minister of Finance I fear that this coming year will be even worse 

than last year and the figures support that.  
 

I led a Government that saw serious crime fall to its lowest in 33 years because 
we had a vision and a plan to make our country safe and secure. We provided 

the protective services with the resources that they need to fight crime and 
we were on our way to weeding out from the protective services those corrupt 

officers that were hindering the fight against crime.  

 
We will do it again.  

 
 

 
Their record of betrayal, deception and broken promises.  

 
The people of this country must never be allowed to forget that it was the PNM 

that promised the people of this country the solution to the crime problem.   
 

Madam Speaker, they said that they had the answer before the election and 
after two (2) years they still cannot deliver on their promise of safety and 

security.   
 

What we heard from the Minister of Finance were the same promises that were 

made in 2015, 2016 and are now being repeated in 2017 for fiscal 2018.  
 

It was this Government, in Opposition, that sold the country the PNM’s 10 
point crime plan as the solution to achieve safety and security for our country.   

 
Allow me Madam Speaker to give the country an update on the success of this 

Government in delivering on its 10 point crime plan during the past two (2) 
years. 

 

  Proposal Result 

1 Appoint a Commissioner of 

Police.  

After two (2) years the country is 

still awaiting the appointment of a 
Commissioner of Police. This 

Government engaged an illegal 
and unconstitutional process for 

the appointment of a 
Commissioner of Police that was 

struck down by the High Court 
and today the people of this 
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country are still awaiting on the 
Government to deliver on this 

promise.  

2 Manpower audit.  After two (2) years this process 
has not been complete. We are 

now being told that it will be 
completed by December 2017. 

3 Municipal police, activate the 
laws to establish the 

municipal police in all 14 local 

government bodies and the 
THA. 

This was not only promised in the 
10 point crime plan but was 

highlighted as a major part of the 

crime fighting initiatives in the 
2016-2017 fiscal package22.  

4 Police Complaints Authority. 
Amend the existing legislation 

to give greater powers to the 
PCA including the powers to 

independently prosecute 
police officers.  

Not even an attempt to bring this 
piece of legislation in Parliament 

to achieve reform of the Police 
Complaints Authority. Another 

broken promise! 

5 Parliamentary Oversight. 

Establish a Joint Select 
Committee of the Parliament, 

crime suppression and 
security to review oversee 

and monitor and report on 
police, programmes and 

operational effectiveness of 
the resources deployed in the 

security systems for crime 
fighting.  

Joint select committee of the 

Parliament on National Security 
was established but it was chaired 

by a Government member of 
Parliament.  The Opposition 

raised concerns that this would 
not facilitate the JSC in holding 

the Government to account in this 
most important area. The Prime 

Minister promised in talks with the 
Opposition that this matter would 

be addressed and up till today it 

remains a broken promise. 

6 Witness tampering offence. 

Amend the present laws to 
create a specific offence of 

witness tampering. 

This has not been done after two 

(2) years. Not even a Bill 
introduced. Another broken 

promise. 

7 Unlawful eviction offence. 
Amend the present laws to 

create a specific offence of 
unlawful eviction 

After two (2) years it seems that 
the Government has realized the 

lack of wisdom in this measure 
and has not pursued it. Another 

broken promise. 

                                                           
22 Page 71 of the 2017 budget statement 
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8 Anti-Gang Legislation. Review 

the anti-gang legislation to 

ensure its usage is more 
effective. 

After two (2) years the 
Government is now in the process 

of proposing changes to the anti-
gang legislation. The Opposition 

has indicted to the Government 

that the proposals that have been 
advanced will not address the 

ability of law enforcement to 
detect and prosecute those 

involved in gangs and gang 
related violence.  

9 Urban renewal plan. Return to 
a sustained implementation of 

the urban renewal plan for 

East Port-of-Spain 
subscribing to the 

recommendations of the Ryan 
report. 

This proposal has gone the same 
way as the creation of the offence 

of witness tampering. 

10 Acceptance of the Caribbean 
Court of Justice as our final 

Court of Appeal. 

Nothing done. not even a 
consultation held. another broken 

promise! 

 
On the success of implementing their own 10 point crime plan the Government 

has earned a score of 2 out of 10 or 80% fail. 
 

National Security promises under the 2015-2016 budget. 
 

The establishment of a Joint Boarder Protection Agency has been a promise 
of this government before it was elected and it remains a promise after 2 year 

and 17 Billion dollars spent on national security. 
 

They promised that the Trinidad and Tobago Police Service will be modernized 
by the establishment of a Police Management Agency. Within this framework, 

they claimed the leadership of the Police Service will be secured23. After two 

(2) years this remains another broken promise of this administration. 
 

They promised that Local Constabularies will be introduced in each local 
government region24.  

 
This has been a promise made in two budget statements. To date despite this 

being a promise that has appeared in the PNM manifesto, their 10 point crime 

                                                           
23  Page 19 of the Budget speech 2016 
24 Page 20 of the Budget speech 2016 
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plan and their 2016 and 2017 fiscal packages it remains another broken 
promise. 

 
They promised our citizens they will establish a Police Service Inspectorate to 

treat with potential abuse of State power and any overreach by the Police 
Service in the discharge of their duties.  After two (2) years the country is still 

awaiting the establishment of the Police Service Inspectorate. Another broken 
promise! 

 

They promised that Prison management will be strengthened with focus on 
prison officer security, security management, health services and the 

rehabilitation of offenders25.  
 

The management of our prisons remains one of the sores of the criminal 
justice system after two (2) years of this administration.   

 
The promises of reform have not been kept and the response of the President 

of the Prison Officers Association to the 2017-2018 fiscal package confirms 
this.  

 
Ten (10) billion dollars was spent on national security in 2015-2016 fiscal and 

this represents the results.   
 

It is a sad story of inefficiency, ineptitude and incompetence.  

 
Not a single promise delivered! 

 
The Minister’s National Security promises under the 2016-2017 

budget were simply a repeat of the lies and broken promises of a year 
before. 

 
In fiscal 2016-2017 National Security occupied some 3 pages of the budget 

statement despite the fact that the Government proposed to spend more than 
7 billion dollars.   

 
Three (3) principal promises made, by the Minister of Finance, to the people 

of this country in fiscal 2016-2017 to address the spiraling crime situation.  
 

These were:- 

the establishment of municipal community constabularies and a supporting 
corps of volunteers, all part of the local government reform26; 

                                                           
25 Page 20 of the Budget Statement of 2017 
26 Page 71 of the Budget Statement of 2017 
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This was the third time that this promise was made to the people.  

 
Another broken promise: 

 
the decentralization of the police service manpower and leadership over a 

regional substructure; 
 

No step has been taken towards delivering upon this promise by the 

Government. 
 

•  the roll-out of programmes to foster the building of public trust in the 
police service while at the same time rooting out corrupt and otherwise 

unsuitable individuals from the service. 
 

It is quite ironic that in seeking to build public trust in the police service the 
Ministry of National Security puts an end to the Community Comfort Control 

Programme.  
 

The 2017-2018 Proposals 
 

In each of the three (3) budget statements that have been presented by this 
Minister of Finance he has stated that crime and criminality will continue to be 

the Government’s number one priority.   

 
I can say confidently that the actions of the Government over the past two (2) 

years in addressing the fight against crime and in being the protector or our 
citizens, this has been the Government’s number one failure.   

 
The proposals that have been presented by the Minister of Finance in this 

year’s budget statement confirm that this position is not going to change and 
the people of our country are going to continue to be brutalized and continue 

to suffer at the hands of criminals.  
 

The Minister has now proposed that the Government’s latest crime fighting 
initiative will be the launch of the National Crime Prevention Programme.  

 
My response to this proposal is HOW, WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE AND WHY.   

 

Those few words tell the story of what was told to the population as the latest 
plan in the Government’s fight against crime and the criminal element.   
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It really demonstrates the extent to which the Government is bankrupt of 
ideas and a realistic plan to protect our citizens from the criminal element.  

 
If this is the best that the Government can offer the people of this country it 

tells you how out of touch they really are with reality.  
 

This proposal is virtually a mirror image of what is being done in the Citizen 
Security Programme, established under the Peoples Partnership, which is part 

of the Ministry of National Security and fully operational. 

 
The Citizen Security Programme, established under the Peoples Partnership is 

contributed to the reduction of crime and violence in over 100 high risk 
communities throughout the  country.  

 
The goals and objectives of this programme involve trying to reduce the levels 

of homicides robberies and wounding, an increase in the perception of safety 
in partner communities, a reduction of injuries related to firearms child 

maltreatment and domestic violence, and an  increase in the  collective 
efficiency  to prevent violence in the partner communities.  

 
This is achieved by the following-   

Community Action Projects – which are Community projects throughout the 
Community coordinated by CSP  

Public Education campaigns- 

Capacity Building for Community Action Councils 
Violence Prevention Training 

Community Based Social Intervention 
School Based Violence Reduction programmes  

Cure violence , copied from Chicago to reduce shootings 
ICON project- Inspiring Confidence in Our Neighborhood  

Working with Civil Society Working Groups to reduce crime  
Assisting the Ministry of National Security  and TTPS in financing projects to 

reduce crime through community outreach programmes  
The fact that the government will now propose a carbon copy of the Citizen 

Security Programme, established under the Peoples Partnership as their latest 
crime fighting initiative clearly demonstrates the level of their incompetence.  

 
The Minister of Finance has said that the Government over the past two (2) 

years has focused on strengthening the intelligence gathering capacity, 

enhancing our boarder control efforts and strengthening our crime detection 
capability.   
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There is no doubt that the Government has done these things, but what the 
Minister has not told the country is at what cost.  

 
In last year’s budget you told us that you spent 117 million dollars in acquiring 

intelligence gathering equipment27.   
 

What have you achieved from this investment or more importantly how many 
crimes did you solve by the use of this equipment?   

 

Last year you spent 188 million dollars on the SSA28 what did the people of 
this country get for that money.   

 
This year you propose to spend 190 million dollars on the SSA29.  

 
What are the people of this country going to get from this expenditure?  

 
In 2016 you brought legislation to Parliament to amend the provisions of the 

Strategic Services Agency Act and we were told that if this legislation was not 
passed Trinidad and Tobago would be blacklisted, that it was part of our 

international obligation to pass this legislation and that the aim of this 
legislation was to de-silo and bring together all of the different agencies of law 

enforcement to fight crime.  
 

The government one day ago finally proclaimed this legislation but without 

the long outstanding regulations that were promised in the debate more than 
18 months ago and have remained outstanding since this legislation was 

enacted 22 years ago.  
 

Notwithstanding, every year we continue to spend close to 200 million dollars 
and the people of this country are getting nothing in return.   

 
The SSA has simply been turned into a Government maco agency to spy on 

those opposed to the Government.   
 

That is what you are interested in, not saving the people of our country in the 
fight against crime.   

 
If the SSA were doing their work perhaps today we might have been able to 

find Ria Sookdeo or Kirby Mohammed and so many others who have gone 

missing in the last two (2) years.  

                                                           
27 Page 71 of the 2017 budget statement 
28 Page 154 item 009/02 of the Draft Estimates of Expenditure under 2017 revised estimates 
29 Page 154 item 009/02 of the Draft Estimates of Expenditure under 2018 estimates 
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The Minister of Finance unashamedly now comes to the Parliament and boasts 

of the Government strengthening their boarder protection capacity by the 
acquisition of additional maritime assets but fails to tell the population that 

those vessels were bought by the Peoples Partnership.  
 

These are the same vessels that you chastised my Government for purchasing 
but now you are taking credit for their acquisition.  

 

The Minister announced that the Government is in the planning or 
implementation stage of a number of initiatives which includes establishing an 

Offender Management Programme. This is another HOW, WHO, WHAT, WHEN, 
WHERE and WHY project.   

 
It will yield nothing, it will change nothing and will amount to nothing much 

like all of the other projects that have been pursued to fight crime.   
 

The citizens will continue to suffer. 
 

This government will try and deceive the population on the issue of crime with 
its mantra of the success of SAUTT and the OPVs.  

 
They will continue to try and convince the population that the stopping of 

these failed projects is what caused the increase in crime. 

 
I want today to debunk that proposition by reminding the population that 

when these Units were in full swing –  
 

The homicide rate was at its highest in our nation’s history 
Serious crime was at its highest in our nation’s history 

Kidnapping was at its highest in our nation’s history 
 

The truth is Madam Speaker that it was this present government that 
dismantled successful critical anti crime initiatives that actually reduced crime, 

inclusive of the  following: 
 

Rapid Response Unit 
Highway Patrol 

The linking of E999 to the NOC for an immediate response to distress calls 

Community Comfort Patrols 
National Security Special Operation group 

Counter Terrorist Intelligence Units 
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The protection and safety of our citizens is the most important issue facing 
our country today.   

 
The violence, murder and mayhem that our citizens are subjected to on a daily 

basis are entirely unacceptable.   
 

Crime has destroyed the reputation of our country and the Government has 
been bankrupt and bereft in proposing any effective plan to take back our 

country from the criminals.   

 
The level of lawlessness that pervades our land is unprecedented and it must 

stop!   
 

You have failed and your failure will not be tolerated any longer.   
 

It cannot be business as usual!  
 

As leader of the Opposition I have met with the Prime Minister on two (2) 
occasions and have shared the views of the Opposition with respect to the 

fight against crime30. The Low Hanging Fruit!! 
 

In Parliament the Opposition has been responsible for significant work in the 
passage of legislation that has been proposed by the Government in the fight 

against crime but the record of implementation and operationalization has 

been pathetic.  
 

The problems that law enforcement faces in combatting the criminal elements 
are well known.  

 
There is a lack of proper intelligence gathering.  

 
There is lack of confidence in the police service and this has led to reluctance 

throughout the country on the part of persons who have information that can 
solve crimes from coming forward and providing that information to law 

enforcement.  
 

There is too heavy a dependence on outdated crime fighting and detection 
techniques such as reliance on confession statements and admissions to solve 

crime.  

 

                                                           
30 Operationalize the DNA Legislation, Operationalize the Electronic Monitoring legislation, Properly Resource the Forensic Science Centre, 
Amend the Anti-Gang Act, Scientific Training of Police Officers.  
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There are too few officers trained in modern scientific methods to detect and 
prevent crime. 

 
The corrupt officers in the protective services, police and prison in particular, 

has been debilitating in law enforcements efforts to fight crime and there need 
to be a sustained and unrelenting effort to weed out these officers from the 

service. 
 

There is a lack of a proper functioning and well-resourced witness protection 

programme.  
 

 
The problems that the criminal justice system faces are also well known:- 

 
The criminal justice system continues to be plagued with an under resourced 

and outdated forensic science center which on a daily basis grinds the wheels 
of justice in important matters to almost a complete halt. 

 
The Magistracy and Judiciary continues to be bottlenecked as a result of too 

few Magistrates and Judges. 
 

The DPP’s department continues to suffer from a lack of proper facilities and 
office space and a continued shortage of competent staff. 

 

There has been no effect and real attempt to reform and rehabilitate prisoners 
to prevent repeat offending, which is one of the features of our criminal justice 

system. 
 

There has been no real attempt at reform our prison facilities save a proposal 
to install toilet at the Remand Yard at the Golden Grove prison. 

 
We cannot continue to allow out country to be overtaken by the criminal 

element.   
 

The fight against crime can be won and must be won.   
 

As Prime Minister my Government brought serious crime down to the lowest 
in 33 years.   

 

This is evidence that it can be done but in order for it to be done you need to 
have not only the will to get it done but also the competence and the ability 

to make the hard decisions and implement them.   
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My Government did it and we did it because we were determined to win the 
fight against the criminal element and take back our country.  

 
 We did it by fighting crime on all fronts.   

 
Legislatively we passed more than 26 pieces of legislation to assist law 

enforcement.   
 

But we did not only pass laws we ensured that law enforcement was provided 

with the support systems to firstly protect and secure the citizens of our 
country and thereafter if there was a breach of the law that they had the 

resources to investigate, detect and prosecute those who broke the law.   
 

So we expanded the fleets of the TTDF, TTPS and TTFS by more than 500 
vehicles and refurbished more than 11,000.   

 
We built and opened 8 new police stations.   

 
We launched the Community Comfort Patrols.  As a Government we ensured 

that there was a heavy presence of law enforcement throughout the country 
in the cities, towns, villages, highways and byways.   

 
We established the Rapid Response Unit to assist law enforcement.   

 

We established the National Security Training Academy for the training of all 
members of law enforcement.   

 
We increased the number of CCTV cameras by more than 500 throughout 

Trinidad and Tobago.   
 

These are but a few of the initiatives that were successfully employed by my 
Government that brought results. 

 
Protecting the lives of our citizens must be our number one priority. Providing 

safety and security for our women, children and elderly cannot be 
compromised any longer.   

 
We have list too much and continue to lose too much on daily basis. 

 

It is clear that you do not have the will nor do you have a plan to provide 
protection to the citizens of our country and so from today with the 6.2371 

Billion dollars that you propose to spend on National Security I call upon you 
to immediately do the following:- 
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Immediately establish a special unit to detect and prosecute corrupt officers 

in the protective services. 
 

Take immediate steps to repeal and replace the Justice Protection Act to 
provide a comprehensive, workable and well-resourced witness protection 

programme. 
 

Forthwith, resource the Judiciary, the Magistracy and the Office of the Director 

of Public Prosecutions. 
 

Forthwith, fully resource the Forensic Science Centre and take steps to 
establish a National Forensic Science Institute in collaboration with the 

University of the West Indies.  
 

Establish immediately a National Centre for the Victims of Crime to provide 
inter alia services to cope with trauma and grief, protection, education, 

counselling and to assist in any other way, the victims of crime.  
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8. BUILDING HUMAN CAPITAL AND QUALITY OF LIFE 
 

Housing 
 

On this critical lever of economic growth the government appears more at sea 
that the Ocean Flower II.  

 
On entering office they quickly and maliciously chose to fire the entire engine 

room of the Housing Development Corporation (HDC) and they brought in a 

"Newman".  
 

Madam Speaker, this has been a disaster. After criticizing us on every penny 
spent, on every action taken, on every ceremony held - today two years later 

the housing sector has collapsed.  
 

They have not built one single house in two years. And by their incompetence 
they have terminated work at several HDC estates.  

 
They announced with fanfare a new private sector partnership arrangement 

to stimulate home construction. Two years later not a single home built.  
 

The Minister spend some time repeating himself on the issue of housing. He 
had the most remarkable premise that there is a great demand for rental 

accommodation. So the government intends to focus on this area.  

 
Madam Speaker, as all elected MPs will tell you, 8 out of 10 persons who come 

asking for a house want to purchase.  
 

In fact rent money is called "dead money". Because when you rent for years, 
at the end of the day you own nothing.  

 
Is this the vision of the PNM? To keep citizens in the bondage of renting. To 

have a new slavery by dependency on the state to change a light bulb in your 
rental unit? 

 
Under previous PNM governments, they gave out many rental units.  

 
When we entered office, we found that thousands of those renters could not 

and did not pay 100 dollars a month.  

 
This is what the Minister wants to return to. 
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Madam Speaker, measures announced by the Finance Minister in the national 
Budget will see housing developments turned into slums and quite possibly 

lead to more crimes in the already violence-ridden Trinidad and Tobago. 
 

The return to the old model of asking non builders to build could also result in 
the disbandment of the Housing Development Corporation (HDC), throwing 

some 1,400 public officers on the breadline. 
 

As a result, the dedicated employees of the Ministry may soon join hundreds 

of other public sector workers who have been made jobless by the callous 
Government.  

 
 

The Rowley regime has effectively announced the reversal of the home-
owning democracy and development of communities by the People’s 

Partnership Administration, and is returning to rentals and the infringement 
of current Town & Country Planning regulations. 

 
The Government is also abandoning their own Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 

home-building policy and is handing over the housing portfolio to the private 
sector.  

 
In other words, the Rowley regime is moving from the PPP method to just P. 

Which contractor will have the millions of dollars to invest in home 

construction when dealing with a government they cannot trust.  
 

This government is before the courts today facing claims from contractors for 
failure to pay.  

 
Now the government want to ask the same contractors to build houses on 

their promise to pay. They don't trust you. 
 

The Ministry of Housing, which has not built a single unit under the 
management of the inept Member for San Fernando East, is expected to 

become redundant and defunct under this system.  
 

The new measures are an obvious vote of no confidence in the non-performing 
Minister.  

This focus on private developers to be registered by a new committee chaired 

by the Prime Minister reeks of corruption.  
 

This will be done completely outside the procurement laws and regulations.  
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It will be a case of friends and family and family of friends building houses.  
 

Prior to 2010, they attempted to implement this exact model.  
 

They took political activists, gave them 5 houses to build and they build one 
and a half.  

 
May I remind the national community, that my administration had to spend 

$120 m to repairs the houses and bad infrastructure left by a previous PNM 

regime.  
 

Who can forget the pictures of houses moving in Wellington gardens? Or hills 
collapsing at Retrench.  

 
Their legacy was Las Alturas!! We are going back to those days.  

 
It should be noted that THE PEOPLE’S PARTNERSHIP EXECUTED 7, 130 

HOUSING STARTS; AND DELIVERED 8, 521 HOUSING UNITS IN 5 YEARS 
 

During that period the housing programme was very robust one, which 
delivered under the People’s Partnership includes completion of units 

commenced under the PNM as well as housing starts initiated and completed 
by the People’s Partnership. 

 

For the period 2010 to 2015, records confirm 8, 521 housing units were 
delivered across 35 project sites.  

 
This figure includes the completion of stalled projects inherited from the PNM 

administration. 
  

During the period 2010-2015: 
102 HOMES WERE ALLOCATED TO THE DIFFERENTLY ABLED COMMUNITY 

 
800 TO MEMBERS OF THE PROTECTIVE SERVICES  

 
380 LONG STANDING APPLICANTS WERE ALLOCATED  

 
UNDER “It’s been a long time coming” Programme targeted at persons waiting 

for over 15 years.  

 
The housing policy articulated by the Minister of Finance is a major retrograde 

step from that of the People’s Partnership Administration, which delivered 



Page 73 of 135 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
thousands of decent, affordable and structurally-sound homes and developed 
communities with access to green spaces and leisure areas.  

 
We built and were able to distribute homes in Oasis Greens in Chaguanas, 

Fairfield in Princes Town and Cypress Hills in Union Hall.  
 

I personally turned the Sod at housing sites and had the signal honor to return 
in my term to give our keys to units completed.  

 

They have not built a single new house in two years!! We gave out 100 homes 
per week!!  

 
The PNM regime is returning to its formula of establishing ghettoes of badly-

built units, without the requisite community support and in breach of planning 
regulations. 

 
Land for the Landless  

 
This government has completely turned its back on the cries of citizens for the 

provision of land.  
 

PNM administrations always seem to believe that everyone want a house when 
in fact many citizens, particularly the working poor and the lower middle 

income groups prefer a lot of land upon which to construct a modest but 

aesthetically pleasing home.  
 

Many young families yearn to purchase a lot of land, to work, sweat and toil 
and build block by block until they complete a decent home to be proud of. 

 
My administration designed through a rigorous technical and policy framework 

a revolutionary "land for the landless" program. This policy initiative would 
have distributed thousands of lots to deserving low income applicants for land. 

Over 50 thousand applied in 6 months for land.  
 

The Land Settlement Agency (LSA) was to be the driver of this program using 
7 LSA sites to deliver thousands of residential service lots.  

 
This program has been abandoned.  

 

Arima Hospital Lie 
 

I come to an important issue.  For decades, the people of Arima have been 
taken for granted and betrayed by the various PNM governments.   
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Religiously, the PNM would promise to construct the Arima Hospital, but once 

they got into government, the PNM would turn their backs on their promises 
and abandon the needs of Arimians. 

 
I recall the long standing protests by businessman Balliram Maharaj, often a 

one man protest, pleading for the construction of the hospital. You will know 
too that the PNM never took him on. They never took on the people of Arima, 

until they wanted their votes.  

As far back as 1981, the PNM was promising a hospital in Arima.  
 

“Expansion of the Port-of-Spain General Hospital. Completion of 
new facilities at the San Fernando Hospital to increase bed 

availability from 674 to 900. Appropriate steps for a new hospital 
to meet the needs of the Southern region beyond 1985. 

Institution of Open heart surgery at the Caura Hospital. Increase 
in the number of beds at the Arima Hospital from 50 to 124; 

Sangre Grande from 110 to 150. Construction of a new hospital 
at Arima. Increase in the number of beds in Couva from 72 to 

200 – a new hospital to specialize in industrial medicine. 
Upgrading the Point Fortin Hospital.”  

Quoted by Dr Rambachan 
https://www.facebook.com/surujrambachan/posts/991939484150

261 

 
And like every time before and every time after, once elected into office, the 

PNM, despite having recognized the need almost forty years ago, refused to 
build a hospital at Arima oil boom came and went, gas boom came and went 

and Arima remained without their hospital.  
 

I am proud to say, Madam Speaker, that it was my Government that designed, 
tendered for evaluated,  awarded and commenced construction of the Arima 

Hospital.  
 

But Madam Speaker, when this Minister of Finance talks, I urge citizens to 
listen. 

 
Because often what he says and what the truth is, are not related.  

 

He has a penchant for distorting the truth.   
 

When he recites figures to justify his claims, check them.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/surujrambachan/posts/991939484150261
https://www.facebook.com/surujrambachan/posts/991939484150261
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Like his Prime Minister, he has an uncanny ability to make up figures and 
facts. 

  
Fake Economy under the PNM, is matched with Fake economics, Fake oil, Fake 

deadlines and yes, Fake figures.  
Last Monday, without having the decency to acknowledging that it was OUR 

initiative, and DESPITE the decades of betrayal of Arima by the PNM, this 
Minister of Finance gloated in this Honourable House: 

 

“In keeping with Government’s continued thrust to improve the 
availability of quality health care in Trinidad and Tobago, 

construction of the Arima hospital is ongoing. To date the project 
is more than 35 per cent completed. Financing for the remainder 

of the project in the amount $1.2 billion would be sourced 
through borrowing on the domestic market. The original 

projected cost of the Arima hospital was $1.85 billion, but this 
PNM Government, in an effort to save your tax dollars and 

achieve value for money, was able to reduce the cost to $1.6 
billion, saving $250 million without changing the design of the 

hospital. [Desk thumping] The new 150-bed hospital is expected 
to be completed and be operational in 2019.” 

 
HANSARD IMBERT 02/10/2017 

file:///E:/Hon.%20Colm%20Imbert%20Appropriation%20Bill

,%202017.pdf 
 

Madam Speaker, I refer you to the 2015 Budget documents, specifically the 
State Enterprises Investment Programme 2015, page 52 where it is reported:  

 
“Construction of the Arima Hospital – This project involves the 

augmentation of the existing Arima Health Centre to facilitate an 
in-patient capacity of 150 beds and upgraded medical health 

services. The new hospital will have a maximum of four (4) 
storeys. The estimated cost is $1,680.3 million of which $600.0 

million is projected for fiscal 2015.” Construction is scheduled to 
commence in November 2014. 

 
State Enterprises Investment Programme 2015, (page 52)  

http://finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/SEIP-2015.pdf 

 
Madam Speaker, $ 1.68 billion dollars is the original projected cost of the 

Armia Hospital determined by  MY Government NOT the $1.85 billion the 
Minister recited. 

file:///E:/Hon.%20Colm%20Imbert%20Appropriation%20Bill,%202017.pdf
file:///E:/Hon.%20Colm%20Imbert%20Appropriation%20Bill,%202017.pdf
http://finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/SEIP-2015.pdf
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FAKE savings Madam Speaker.  

 
So where did this Minister get his 1.85 billion dollar cost you ask?   

 
In State Enterprises Investment Programme for 2016  I found : 

 
“Construction of the Arima Hospital – This project involves the 

design and construction of a five (5) storey hospital located on 

the compound of the Arima Health Centre to accommodate an in-
patient capacity of 150 beds and upgraded medical health 

services. The estimated cost of the project has been revised from 
$1,680.3 million to $1,858.3 million. The projected expenditure 

for April to September 2015 is $132.6 million and $568.0 million 
for fiscal 2016.”  

 
State Enterprises Investment Programme for 2016 (page 54) 

http://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/SEIP-2016.pdf 

 
Do you know who laid those documents in this Honourable House Madam 

Speaker? None other than the Minister of Finance himself.  
 

But this deception and confusion does not end there. 

 
Noel Garcia, Chairman of UDeCOTT in an interview with the Trinidad Guardian  

published in February 2016 told this country that the cost of the Arima Hospital 
was $1.4 billion!  

 
http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2016-02-20/projects-frightfully-

expensive%E2%80%94garcia 
 

Here is a man who is directly responsible for the construction telling the 
country that the cost had effectively fallen to $1.4 billion but the Minister of 

Finance comes to this House, tells us that he new cost is $1.6 billion, and that 
he has made a saving of 250 million?  

 
The price went UP in the last year under this PNM, not down!  

 

There was an INCREASE in price not a saving!  
 

Madam Speaker, in June 2016, whilst touring the Arima Hospital, a proud 
Arima MP, Anthony Garcia announced that because of the economic downturn 

http://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/SEIP-2016.pdf
http://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/SEIP-2016.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2016-02-20/projects-frightfully-expensive%E2%80%94garcia
http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2016-02-20/projects-frightfully-expensive%E2%80%94garcia
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and the surveys, the hospital had been scaled down to 110 beds, and that the 
cost was reduced to $1.2 billion.  

 
http://www.cnc3.co.tt/news/arima-hospital-be-completed-2018 

 
http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2016-06-15/new-arima-hospital-downsized 

 
The Arima MP was never corrected, and I have to assume that he has best 

information.  

 
After all it is said that he has a VERY close familial tie to the Chairman of the 

UDeCOTT Mr Noel Garcia.  
 

So how did the project which dropped to $1.2 billion in June last year,  
miraculously go back up by $400 million now?   

 
Which Minister is misleading the population Madam Speaker?  

 
And this is important, because if the hospital has been downsized, it means 

that Mr Imbert misled the Parliament and the nation again.  
 

If not it means that the Minister of Education has fooled the population, and 
the Rowley administration by failing to correct the information willingly 

circulated in the public domain, aided and abetted him to mislead the Country. 

And there is still more.  
 

If the Arima MP is right and the number of beds have been reduced, it means 
that the construction cost per bed went from the original cost of $11.2 when 

we announced it, to $12.3 million within one year of PNM taking over , to 
$14.55 million at present, a hike in construction costs under the PNM of $2.3 

million per hospital bed in Arima. Fake savings! 
 

At that time as well, MP Garcia assured the population that the new facility 
will be completed by June 2018. Thanks to the efficiency of the Current 

Minister of Finance, that deadline has been shifted to some unspecified time 
in 2019.  

 
Madam Speaker, I look forward to an explanation by the Honourable Minister 

of Finance, to clear up which of the three, himself, UDeCOTT Chairman Noel 

Garcia, or his brother, the Minister of Education and MP for Arima deliberately 
misled the Parliament and the Country.  

 

http://www.cnc3.co.tt/news/arima-hospital-be-completed-2018
http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2016-06-15/new-arima-hospital-downsized
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And I openly challenge the Prime Minister to hold THAT person to account and 
penalize him. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

9. LABOUR AND SOCIAL SECURITY 
 

Provider 
 

The World Economic Forum speaks to the concept of government as provider. 
 

Outside of providing collective good the article speaks to 
 

“A more expansive concept of government as provider is the social welfare 
state: government can cushion the inability of citizens to provide for 

themselves, particularly in the vulnerable conditions of youth, old age, 
sickness, disability and unemployment due to economic forces beyond their 

control.” 
 

PNM Blame Game 

 
This Government has been full of excuses since September 7, 2015. Before 

they were elected they were red and ready, they had all the answers, all the 
solutions. 

 
Once they got into office, the blame and excuses started to come.  

 
They would blame, my administration, oil prices, anything they could use to 

pass the buck and not face the fact that they are woefully incompetent as a 
Government.  

 
They are bankrupt of ideas and innovation and vision, all the things we need 

to cushion our way through lean economic times. 
 

Looking at the Budget the Minister also tried an interesting tactic, were he 

sought to blame the population.  
 

It is the people’s fault that the Government has to spend so much on wages 
and the provision of basic goods and services. 
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For the first time, in the history of Trinidad and Tobago, we have a 

government, trying to blame the people for their incompetence.  
 

This PM Rowley administration needs to be reminded that they are the 
employees of the people of this country. 

 
When you put yourself up for elections, you said you had what it takes to get 

the job done, you had the answers, the solutions to all the problems. 

 
Now that you have the job, it is everyone else’s fault that you cannot do what 

you are elected to do.  
 

Imagine the Minister could come here and say the population expects too 
much- the people have a right to expect you to deliver, if you cannot deliver 

they expect you to call the elections.  
 

Wages and the Wage Bill 
 

The Minister referred to “obvious unsustainable weaknesses in the structure 
of Central Government’s expenditure.” And then he goes on to talk about the 

Central Government’s wage bill now consumes 31% of core revenue receipts.  
 

The Minister mentions that in 2014, before the collapse in oil and gas prices 

and before a 14% wage increase to public servants and workers in many state 
enterprises, the wage bill only consumed 15% of core revenues.  

 
We settled wage negotiations that they left outstanding.  

 
This means the PM Rowley administration always intended to betray the work 

force.  
 

Their policy was always zero, zero, zero. The wage bill to them is  “unstainable 
weaknesses”  

 
Workers are “unstainable weaknesses” 

 
Our human resources are “unsustainable weaknesses” 

 

When they were aspiring for office and mamaguying the population they 
signed a memorandum of understanding with the Joint Trade Union Movement 

(JTUM) that incorporated the 2010 Workers’ Agenda into the People’s National 
Movement draft labour policy.  
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Two years later, workers are an “unsustainable weakness.” 

 
A complete betrayal of the work force. 

 
All will not share in the burden equally 

 
The worsening economic crisis is a creature of PM Rowley’s PNM.   

 

The choice of fiscal measures in the 2018 Budget that has been unleashed on 
an already overburdened population has led to an explosion of fear, 

disappointment and disenchantment across large segments of the population 
particularly the working class and the ordinary people of our beloved nation.   

 
The impact of these measures will lead ultimately, to rising unemployment 

and under employment, increasing levels of poverty and crime, growing 
income inequality and concentration of wealth, loss of business confidence and 

competitiveness, increasing political risks, and industrial instability and 
possible civil unrest in the society which ought to avoided at all costs. 

 
This brutal budget would not affect all people equally.  

 
Recently the Prime Minister was boasting that the public reaction to the budget 

meant that its main aim of spreading the burden of adjustments to all sectors 

of society, from the poor to the rich, was being met, because everyone was 
complaining.  

 
While they are busy patting themselves on the back, the poor and middle class 

will feel the true brunt of this budget.  
 

If you take $10 from a man with only $10 and then take $10 from someone 
with $100, you consider that to be equitable or to be just.  

 
According to a recently published IMF Report dated July 05, 2017 and entitled 

“The IMF and Social Protection”, the IMF advocates the need to pay attention 
to “the impact of food and fuel price shocks and broader stresses on low-

income groups and the most vulnerable in the society.”  
 

Indeed, the IMF has confessed of its decision to “move beyond its traditional 

fiscal-centric approach and to recognize that social protection can also be 
“macro-critical” for broader reasons including social and political stability 

concerns”. 
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It is generally accepted that social protection policy measures are crucial for 
the enhancement of human capital and productivity essential for the 

promotion of sustainable development and inclusive growth.   
 

However, the 2018 fiscal measures have failed to address the impact on 
poverty, inequality and employment opportunity and job creation that is 

absolutely necessary to grow the economy. 
 

Under this Government, poor people would continue to suffer.  

 
 

 
Job Losses 

 
Under this PNM Government we are seeing brutal retrenchment activity, so 

much so that the Government had to put a moratorium on retrenchment in 
the public sector, until December. 

 
What happens after December, we can we can only assume, more suffering. 

 
Again, when they were interviewing for the job of governing this country they 

campaigned on “Job Creation and the promotion of social justice” but now the 
popular cry is “No contract renewals and termination letters.”  

 

The government is literally bankrupt of ideas that would lead to job creation.  
 

None of their members will get up and tell us how many jobs they have 
created, they have been shamelessly taking credit for People’s Partnership 

initiatives that are now bearing fruit.  
 

They only thing they can take credit for is massive job losses and telling 
workers Zero-Zero-Zero is their final offer.  

 
The Minister of Labour and this PNM government is unable to tell us the actual 

figure of retrenched workers acknowledging the limitation placed by the 
Retrenchment and Severance Benefits Act.  

 
But can they tell us why they have refused to bring an amendment to the act 

to deal with the provision that allows for employers retrenching less than five 

workers not being required to file a retrenchment notice with the Ministry of 
Labour?  
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The national retrenchment registry a program set up to assist retrenched 
workers, how effective has this program been? 

 
How many persons have benefited from the program?  

 
How many have found new jobs through this program?   

 
Last year the Minister was promoting truck driving in Canada as their job 

creation programme, this year it is apple picking.  

 
They have gone so far as to take credit for another country’s job programmes. 

 
The Minister recently took great umbrage to his budget being called a 

“Madman’s rant”   
 

But objectively speaking like the popular hit prior to 2015 they were 
singing“…“Vote for we and we will set you free!...” 

 
They were promising jobs for all…”  Where are the jobs you promised to 

create? 
 

How many sustainable jobs you have created? None.  
 

The government is bankrupt on innovative ideas to create jobs for the working 

class. 
 

The “Real Deal” Betrayal  
 

You have betrayed the working class of Trinidad and Tobago. In the lead up 
to the 2015 elections you promised them sustainable jobs.  

 
You signed a memorandum of understanding with labour mere days before 

the 2015 election saying that it was a “commitment” to addressing workers’ 
concerns, should the PNM form the next government.  

 
What have you done to address workers’ concerns since assuming office? Mass 

retrenchment?  
 

Madam Speaker, this is the Prime Minister that said that there would be no 

job cuts with a smaller cabinet.  
 

What have we seen? TDC- Retrenchments... 
Litter warden unit- Retrenchments... 
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GHRS- Retrenchments... 
OJT- Retrenchments... 

T&TEC-Retrenchments... 
National Gas Company- Retrenchments... 

T&T Food card unit- Retrenchments.. 
 

This is the Prime Minister who said “To be told by labour that government was 
engaged in mass lay-offs, “one of the policies that government pursued is as 

far as we are able to is to maintain as many public sector jobs as possible” 

 
Thousands have been retrenched. The Government has betrayed the workers 

who helped to build this country. 
Social Safety Net 

 
In its role as a provider the Government must find a way to enable citizens to 

flourish socially and economically. Its social security programme should be 
one that enables citizens to create their own economic security. 

 
The Government as it seeks to blame citizens for its incompetence have been 

saying tighten your belt. 
 

Wean yourself off the Government, 
 

You have false expectations, 

 
All of these things are ways to absolve them of their responsibility as a 

Government to provide for the citizens of this country. 
 

They are framing it as entitlement, that citizens want a hand out. 
 

I am here to tell them, most citizens don't want a hand out, they want a hand 
up. 

 
Equitable access to opportunities, that is not a hand out. 

 
The Minister talks about Building Human Capital and Improving quality of life. 

 
Let us go outside and ask who feels better off now than they were in 2015, or 

2014, or 2013. 

 
You are talking the talk but your record is clear, you have no interest in 

building up or investing in the people of Trinidad and Tobago.  
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Social Dialogue 
 

Social dialogue is key in locating balanced solutions to the worsening economic 
and social conditions facing the country.  

 
The choice of public policy decisions taken by the the PM Rowley led regime 

to resolve the deteriorating economic crisis ought to be channelled and 
fashioned through social dialogue involving the effective and meaningful 

consultation and participation of the key stakeholders particularly the labour 

movement whose input was remarkably absent from the entire 2018 
budgetary process.   

 
Instead these public policy decisions have been taken behind closed doors by 

technocrats and bureaucrats with limited or no consultation with the labour 
movement potentially resulting and leading to a breach of trust and confidence 

in the government. 
 

Suffice it to say that the government had no consensus on the draconian fiscal 
measures which were unilaterally imposed on the working class. 

 
Draconian and Austerity Measures 

 
In his 2018 Budget, the Honourable Minister of Finance adopted a series of 

draconian austerity measures which will ultimately impact negatively on the 

quality of life and standard of living of every single employee and worker in 
this country.   

 
What were these austerity measures?   

 
The Minister increased the fuel prices for the fourth consecutive time in twenty 

four (24) months.   
 

Madam Speaker, the increase in super gasoline by some 39 cents, from its 
current price of $3.58 to $3.97 per litre.   

 
The Minister without batting an eyelid also proceeded to hike the price of diesel 

fuel by $1.11 from the current price of $2.30 to $3.41 representing an almost 
50% percent increase to the working class for diesel fuel. 

 

Madam Speaker, it is a well-known fact that the users of diesel fuel are mainly 
in the business, industrial and transportation sectors and a significant 

proportion of vehicle owners who have opted for engines utilizing diesel.   
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While the super gasoline fuel hike might still be questioned, the diesel fuel 
price hike represents the imposition of a significant burden on the travelling 

public who are the owners of vehicles utilizing diesel fuel as well as a 
significant cost to householders who have to support their children utilizing 

the maxi taxi service throughout Trinidad and Tobago. 
 

Rise in the Cost of Goods and Services 
 

Moreover, the more significant impact would be the associated rise in the cost 

of goods and services from the commercial and industrial sectors to the 
consumers of this society.  

 
The net effect is a cost push inflation spiral that rears its head stemming from 

this oppressive budgetary measure.  
 

Madam Speaker, this is not the only negative impact on prices on the working 
and middle classes stemming from the 2018 draconian and unconscionable 

fiscal measures. 
 

Rise in Corporation Tax 
 

Corporation Taxes have been increased in the Banking, Industry at a rate of 
thirty five (35) percent.   

 

This additional cost will ultimately be passed on to the consumers and the 
workers.  It is not rocket science to anticipate and to expect that bank fees 

and other charges for loans will increase proportionally in the coming period. 
 

Along with this increase in Corporation Taxes on the Banking and Financial 
Sector will be a concomitant increase in the cost to commercial banks and 

other financial institutions and may even have a negative impact on their 
revenue stream and their ability to maintain/sustain employment levels in the 

Banking Industry leading to probably higher levels of unemployment in the 
financial sector in the coming weeks and months 

The gambling industry has suffered a death blow by the increase in draconian 
taxes imposed on their operations so much so that it is reported in the media 

that several business as in the gaming/gambling industry have already closed 
their operations.  

 

Unemployment level is going to be significant should the government not heed 
the cry of the members of the Private Club Association as well as those people 

who are going to lose their jobs.  This represents a breach of trust and brings 
into question the political legitimacy of this Rowley led administration. 



Page 86 of 135 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
 
Madam Speaker, the Honourable Minister of Finance lamented on the huge 

subsidies to sustain both WASA and T&TEC and served notice of an impending 
rate increase to be completed in 2018 which will have a calamitous impact on 

the working class and ordinary people.   
 

Madam Speaker, it is our understanding on this side of the House that the 
Regulated Industries Commission is an independent body established by 

statute and is mandated to review rates upon application from the Utilities and 

is not under the authority, and direction of either the Honourable Minister of 
Finance or the Minister of Public Utilities. 

 
According to the provisions of the RIC Act only the appropriate utility service 

can apply to it for any rate increase for its good and/or service with proper 
justification and rationalization. 

 
In addition, the vicious austerity measures announced by the Honourable 

Minister of Finance may probably lead to the termination of hundreds of 
workers whose contracts in the public service/public sector have expired 

coupled with continued retrenchment will lead to the imposition of a de facto 
wage/salary freeze and the effective offer of a zero-zero-zero package by 

employers in both the public and private sectors. 
 

These punitive measures will lead to a widening of the gap between the rich 

and the poor; the haves and the have nots.  
 

The brutality, insensitivity and cruelty of these austerity measures will have a 
deleterious and debilitating impact on the quality of life and standard of living 

of every man, woman and child in this country 
 

A new rethink of development is absolutely and urgently needed if this country 
is to avoid economic ruination in the next few years.  

 
A new policy direction is absolutely required to rekindle growth, generate jobs 

and protect the poor, weak, vulnerable and marginalized people in our beloved 
nation.   

 
Clearly, the PNM has failed the people; a new or fresh mandate is absolutely 

required.  

 
Fresh elections should be called now since the government has not only broken 

its social contract with the people but has lost its political legitimacy to rule 
this country. 



Page 87 of 135 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

10. BUILDING INSTITUTIONS 
 

The PNM Building Institutions, an oxymoron. 
 

It is quite ironic that the PNM promotes the concept of building institutions as 
part of their 2017-2018 budget presentation.  

 

In the past two (2) years this Administration, led by no one less than the 
Honourable the Prime Minister has consistently denigrated, chastised and 

belittled the most important institutions in our democracy.  
 

The Integrity Commission, an institution in which the Prime Minister himself 
had unwavering confidence when in Opposition, which is mandated under the 

law to uphold the principles of integrity in public life and to hold public officials 
accountable for their actions has been vilified by the Prime Minister. 

 
The Police Service the body that is charged with protecting and serving the 

citizens of our country has been the subject of severe attacks by the Prime 
Minister when the Government is called upon to account for its failure to 

address crime and criminality.  
 

When this Government could not appoint a Commissioner of Police the 

Director of Personal Administration and the Police Service Commission became 
the targets of this Government led by the Prime Minister. 

 



Page 88 of 135 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
The Service Commissions, that have served our country since independence 
have been the subject of attacks by this Government and the list goes on and 

on.  
 

It is simply an oxymoron for this Administration to speak of building 
institutions.  

 
It has never been a tradition of the PNM to build institutions that strengthen 

and enhance our democracy and so the statements of the Minister of Finance 

that it is the intention of the Government to build institutions rings hollow to 
the citizens of this country and when one examines how the Government 

proposes to build institutions, as set out in the budget statement, one easily 
understand why.   

 
The Revenue Authority 

 
This Government proposes to build institutions by establishing a Revenue 

Authority.  
 

The proposed establishment of the Revenue Authority by this Administration 
has nothing to do with institutional building, it is simply a farce to dismantle 

the Board of Inland Revenue and create an entity that will carry out the 
bidding of the political directorate.  

 

It is a mechanism that is designed to remove those hard working public 
servants that have built their career in the public service and replace them 

with persons partial to the Government.  
 

The Honourable Finance Minister has effectively placed the present Board at 
the Inland Revenue Division on notice that soon their staff will be on the 

breadline as the new entity, led by political appointees, will have full control 
of hiring and firing as well as setting conditions of service, salaries and all 

Human Resource policies.  
 

We on this side, have strong objections to this arrangement as it creates the 
opportunity for unwanted political involvement and allow access to sensitive 

information on every single citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. 
 

This is the PNM’s idea of building institutions. 

 
At present the Board of Inland Revenue is insulated from political interference 

and what the Government is seeking to do is to remove that protection to 
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allow the Government to establish an army of tax collectors that it will unleash 
to prosecute specific groups of individuals. 

 
The minister in the Ministry of Finance has already sounded the warning that 

the target will be doctors, lawyers, insurance professionals, carnival band 
producers, food vendors, taxi drivers artists and sports athletes.  

 
This is how the Government intends to build institutions. The Minister in the 

Ministry of Finance was so bold to declare that it was the intention of the 

government to lay this legislation in the Parliament without the need for a 
constitutional majority. 

 
This Government threatened a Revenue Authority in 2010 and it was removed 

from office.  
 

In his first budget presentation of 2015-2016 the Minister of Finance told the 
country, 

 
“We will restart the process for re-establishing the platform for a revenue 

authority in the country. It is expected that the authority will be in place by 
the end of the new fiscal year” 

 
That never materialized. In his budget statement of 2016-2017 the Minister 

indicated that, 

 
“We will complete the legislative requirements and establish the Revenue 

Authority in fiscal year 2017, having already strengthened the administrative 
processes at the Board of Inland Revenue and the Customs and Excise Division 

of the Ministry of Finance”.  
 

In the 2017 mid-term review the Minister of Finance again announced the 
Government's intention to establish a Revenue Authority by the end of fiscal 

2017 and to submit the enabling legislation to a Joint Select Committee of the 
Parliament for scrutiny.  

 
The Minister has in his budget statement intends to have the Revenue 

Authority operational in 2018.  
 

The Opposition has not been consulted on this matter and if it is the intention 

of this Government to railroad this legislation through the Parliament with little 
or no regard for the constitutional requirements for the passage of this 

legislation, the Opposition will fight the passage of this legislation in and out 
of Parliament.  



Page 90 of 135 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
 
This is a dangerous path that the Government has decided to travel has the 

very real potential to undermine our democracy and confer upon any 
Government powers that could be used in an arbitrary and capricious manner 

against the citizenry.  
 

The Opposition will vigorously oppose any attempt to execute such a plan. The 
road to hell is paved with good intentions and the intentions of this 

Government are never good and that should tell you where the plan of this 

Government will lead us. 
 

The Property Tax 
 

How will the imposition of property tax build institutions is a matter that 
perhaps only the Honourable Minister will understand. 

 
The Minister of Finance sought to give the impression to the country that the 

reason why the proposed property tax was not implemented was because of 
the legal challenge in the Courts.  

 
I make no apologies for the legal challenges in the Court that challenged the 

legality of the actions of the Minister of Finance and the Ministry of Finance in 
seeking to compel persons to provide their private information to facilitate the 

collection of the taxes. The decisions of the Courts clearly justified the 

challenges that were made. 
 

This was a measure that the PNM Administration attempted to introduce in 
2010 and it resulted in their demise at the polls.  

 
The Minister of Finance must understand that while any Government is 

justified in imposing a tax on property there are two (2) fundamental pre-
conditions that justify the imposition of such a tax and if these pre-conditions 

are not met persons will not support the imposition of such a tax no matter 
how precarious a financial position the Government may find itself. 

 
Firstly the payment of property tax must be conditional on the provision by 

the Government of certain goods and services to property owners.  
 

Secondly the rate of taxation must be equitable, progressive and 

proportionate.  
 

If these pre-conditions are not met there would be a legitimate basis for 
objection to the imposition. At this time the Government is failing in its duty 
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to provide citizens with the most basic of good and services, proper roads, 
clean drains, water, etc.  

 
How could a Government fail in its duty to its citizens and seek to extract its 

pound of flesh in any event?  
 

Further, the Government has not indicated the formulation for the imposition 
of this proposed tax and in those circumstances one cannot determine whether 

the tax would be fair, equitable and proportionate.  

 
The Minister of Finance has indicated that they are now going to value 

properties subject to the tax31, however, according to the 2017 Revenue 
Estimates the Minister estimated that property tax would earn revenue of 

$500 Million. This shows another attempt of fabrication, as the Minister is not 
in a position to estimate the revenue of property tax without the valuations 

being completed. 
 

The level of taxation that this Government has imposed on the citizens of this 
country over the past 24 months has been prohibitive.  

 
The Government is clearly using the ability to tax to supplement its own 

incompetence and failure to generate revenue and this cannot be a legitimate 
object for the imposition of such a tax.  

 

State Owned Enterprises 
 

How ironic it is that the Administration that is responsible for the birth of the 
concept of the Special Purpose State Enterprise is now seeking to close a 

number of these enterprises which have, according to the Minister, have 
deviated from their mandates.  

 
The Minister of Finance is seeking to use the excuse of rebalancing and 

strengthening our economy to provide another slush fund for his friends and 
financiers.  

 
At this time where the entire population is being told that they must share the 

burden of adjustment the private accounting firms are sharing in the largess 
of the State. The Minister proposes to spend 50 million dollars to audit State 

Enterprises.  

 

                                                           
31 Budget Statement 2018 p. 7 
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This 50 million dollars will end up in the coffers of two (2) accounting firms 
one (1) close to the Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister and one close 

to the Minister in the Ministry of Finance.  
 

And they will then tell the population that they recused themselves just like 
the Minister of Transport. The population will see through your schemes! 

 
Madam Speaker why is there a need for the Government to spend 50 million 

dollars in audits when there are very competent persons staffing the internal 

audit departments of these said State Enterprises.  
 

I can tell you Madam Speaker that I was privileged to read an internal report 
prepared by the internal audit department of State owned Petrotrin where 

some very shocking findings were made about the sale and delivery of oil and 
I must say Madam Speaker that report could have compared to any that was 

produced by any external accounting firm.  
 

And I want to again congratulate the internal audit department for the work 
that they did in discovering the fraud that was taking place at Petortrin.  

 
While they were saving the country hundreds of millions of dollars the Minister 

is frittering away another 50 million to those intimately associated  with his 
party . 

 

What about the Auditor General’s Department? Why can’t they undertake this 
work and save the country 50 million dollars in audit fees?  

 
This is yet another example of this Government securing the best interest of 

its friends and financiers while the rest of the country is told to share the 
burden.  

 
While the country shares the burdens those close to the Government share 

the benefits! 
 

Petroleum Company of Trinidad and Tobago  
 

The country must never be allowed to forget how it is that the once crown 
jewel now finds itself with a debt burden of $12 billion dollars.  

 

Why did the Minister not tell the country that? It is the mismanagement of 
Petrotrin by the PNM that is responsible for the position that Petrotrin finds 

itself in today and you must take responsibility for that.  
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Madam Speaker  let me tell you what is the legacy of the PNM at Petrotrin 
 

3.2 billion dollars wasted on a Gas to Liquids Plant 
6 billion dollars in costs overruns on the Gas Optimization project 

2 billion dollars in costs overruns on the Ultra-low Sulfur Diesel Plant 
170 million dollars  spent on the headquarters building 

 
The Minister did not reveal how the Government proposes to deal with the 

present financial turmoil that Petrotrin finds itself in at the moment.  

 
As expected the Government has no plan and no vision to undo what it created 

at Petrotrin.  
 

It is clear that urgent action is needed but I will warn the Government that 
any attempt to sell the valuable assets of this company to the friends and 

financiers of the PNM will be met with the greatest resistance not only by the 
Opposition but by the workers, unions and citizens of this country.  

 
The Heritage and Stabilization Fund 

 
The Minister indicated in his 2015 budget speech that ‘we must start this new 

journey with a commitment to fiscal prudence’, however, the HSF was drawn 
down on May 13th, 2016 to the tune of US$375.05 million, by order of the 

Cabinet, to cover Government’s budget deficit created by over-budgeted 

expenditure.  
 

The Minister stated that this was due to ‘depressed’ petroleum revenue and 
was absolutely necessary to avoid financial crisis by not being able to ‘pay the 

bills’.  
 

Less than one year later, in March 2017, they again decided to use HSF funds 
as a bandage over their failed revenue generating policies in order to again 

cover their budgeted deficit.  
 

They boasted of ‘prudent fiscal measures’ and proper management of the 
country’s economy, while referring to the HSF as something to be used and 

“a trophy to be kept on the shelf, and never to be touched.” However, drawing 
funds from the country’s savings to maintain its expenditure, seems like their 

only real economic policy.  

 
In eleven short months this Government has utilised more than one tenth of 

the total balance in the HSF.  
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It is clear from the statements of the Minister that it is the intention of this 
administration to legislatively find ways to make the funds more accessible to 

provide budget support and any such attempt will be resisted by the 
Opposition in the pubic interest and in the interest of future generations. The 

attitude of the government on this issue clearly demonstrates their aversion 
to saving and their obsession with spending. 

 
The Gambling Commission 

 

There is consensus among all that the gambling industry needs to be properly 
regulated that was why my administration had embarked upon this process 

and produced a draft bill for consideration.  
 

What there is objection to is the manner in which this government has 
proceeded to effect regulation of the industry.  

 
The hypocrisy of this this government is exposed by the fact that while they 

seek to engage the industry in discussions aimed at regulation they proceed 
to impose these extreme taxation measures. 

 
The Gambling (Gaming and Betting) Bill 2016 is now being considered by a 

Joint Select Committee of the Parliament.  
 

Stakeholders have made submissions, as admitted by the Minister, and the 

Joint Select Committee is far advanced in its work.  
 

For the government, through the Minister, while a Joint Select Committee of 
the Parliament is considering the Bill, to proceed to impose these excessive 

taxes undermines the work of the Joint Select Committee.  
 

It is disingenuous for the government to adopt such an approach where all of 
the relevant stakeholders had willingly engaged the process of the Joint Select 

Committee in finding an acceptable solution for regulation of the industry.  
 

The actions of the government are clearly motivated by bad faith. 
 

The Gambling and Gaming industry employs thousands of persons across the 
country.  

 

Any measure that has the possibility of adversely affecting the employment of 
such persons ought not be implemented without proper consultation and 

careful consideration.   
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We can learn from the experiences of our neighbours, the government of 
Venezuela attempted to impose measures similar to those that are proposed 

by the Minister on the industry and this resulted in the loss over 100,000 jobs.  
 

The taxes that are proposed by the government are punitive and can have the 
effect of crippling this industry. If this is the effect of the measures imposed 

the aim of the government to increases its collection of taxes will be defeated.   
We at this time cannot afford such catastrophic consequences in an industry 

such as this.  

 
The actions of the government and its effect on the stakeholders as had been 

voiced since the Ministers announcements will put to waste all that has been 
achieved by the Joint Select Committee but this is clearly of no consequence 

to the government. I shall specifically address the specific fiscal measures 
later in my presentation. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
11. FISCAL AND OTHER MEASURES 

 
The Ernst and Young Report for 2016 shows that the Government failed to 

implement 16 of 31 measures and in 2017 they failed to implement 7 of 15 
measures. 

 
The Minister of Finance announced the introduction of new taxes in the 2018 

Budget, however, from last year we see his inability to collect taxes in the 
miscalculation of several items of expenditure namely VAT.  

 
The Minister continues to amaze with his overestimation of tax revenue.  

 

An understanding of this comes when you look at statistics from the budget 
presentation for 2018.  

 
The danger with this is it has the effect of projecting a narrower budget deficit.  
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Therefore, the $4.76 billion could easily double if revenue projections based 

solely on tax estimates do not materialise.  
 

Recall that for fiscal 2017 the estimated fiscal deficit was eventually $12.643 
billion but the Minister of Finance had expected a deficit of $6 billion.   

 
To further examine this source of over-estimation we turn our attention to the 

Draft Estimates of Revenue for Fiscal 2018.  

 
A summary table on the vast differences between Estimated Tax Revenue and 

Actual Revenue as well as Estimates versus Revised Estimates speaks volumes 
for the anything goes fiscal planning of this Minister of Finance.  

 
In 2016 the Minister of Finance estimated total revenue to be $40.798 billion.  

 
However, revenue actually collected was actually 29% less $28.99 billion.  

 
This represented a decline of $11.807 billion.  

 
Where did this over estimation take place?  

 
The Minister of Finance always likes to blame the energy sector for failing tax 

revenue.  

 
However, he had budgeted for Fiscal 2016 to generate $3.24 billion in taxes 

on income and profits of Oil Companies of which he collected $1.04 billion a 
shortfall of only $2.2 billion; a paltry 18.6% of the shortfall of actual from 

estimated revenue.  
In other words despite his constant blaming of energy for his woes, in 2016 

less than one fifth of shortfall was directly as a result of lower taxes on income 
and profits from oil companies.  

 
Miscalculation of VAT   

 
Most of the shortfall came from his gross miscalculation with regard to VAT.  

 
VAT estimated to be collected in fiscal 2016 was placed at $12.364 billion but 

only $7.005 billion was collected a shortfall of $5.539 billion or 43% less. 

 
 This grave miscalculation therefore, would however give the Ministers of the 

Rowley PNM a false sense of comfort as they spend public funds in their 
respective ministries.  
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We see the trend continuing with over estimation of VAT in that the Revised 

estimates for VAT collection is 18% less than the figure quoted in the 
Estimates for 2017.  

 
It also must be said that the other broad categories also saw over estimated 

tax revenue such as Taxes on Income and Profits of Other companies and of 
Individuals, the former being over estimated by 28% and the latter by 13%. 

 

Taxes on Income and profits, on property (despite not having mechanisms in 
place to implement the property tax), taxes on income and profits of 

individuals were also projected to increase from the revised estimate of 
$6.403 billion to $6.962 billion an increase of 8.7%  in an environment where 

the total number employed is on a downward trend from 621,600 in Quarter 
Four 2015 to 608,400 in Quarter four 2016 a decline of 13,200 persons.  

 
Furthermore, for 2017 there have been further retrenchments and the Central 

bank Economic Bulletin for September 201732 states, “…data on 
retrenchments from the Ministry of Labour and Small Enterprise Development 

indicate the that in the first eight months of 2017, retrenchments numbered 
779.  

 
Most of the reported retrenchments occurred in the Petroleum and Mining (177 

persons) and Manufacturing (168 persons) sectors.   

The Minister of Finance has therefore, presented a budget for fiscal 2018 
where taxation is carded to be over 14% higher than the revised estimates 

for tax revenue in 2017. Where is the basis for this? 
 

Fiscal Measures and their intended impact: 
 

It is always important to know the intended impact in terms of dollar value of 
a fiscal measure.  

 
This way it allows the population to monitor its success level and the 

government to manage its implementation.  
 

In the 2018 Budget presentation there were scant references to quantums 
essential to the measurement of fiscal measures.  

 

There is an even worse add-on effect of Minister Imbert’s misguided paradigm.  
 

                                                           
32 Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago September 2017 Volume XIX No. 2, Part V – Labour Market pages 13-14 
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As the number of jobs shrinks, as businesses close, as the working class 
becomes the working poor and employment is replaced by underemployment, 

the number of persons dependent on the state for social sector support 
increases.  

 
The Minister, instead of seeking alternative income streams has decided to 

increase the burden on those law abiding citizens who are already paying 
heavy direct and indirect taxation.  

 

The hike in fuel will be borne by the working class directly as increased 
transportation costs and indirectly in every local product they purchase 

thereby reducing their real wages.  
 

The taxes on the banking sector will be passed on to the working class, as will 
the increased duties on tyres, increased retail margins on fuels and the 

Property tax. 
 

Instead of generating revenue surpluses which can be used to retire public 
debt and repay the multiple loans coming due, this Minister’s incompetence 

will see public sector debt escalate, growing fiscal imbalance and the collapse 
of the economy.  

 
Already it has been noted that the non-tax revenues have decreased in 2017 

a manifestation of the crisis of confidence in the Government and crisis of 

confidence in the economy.  
 

 
Domestic Food Production and Agro Processing: 

 
Plans are not worth more than the paper they are written on if they are not 

implemented.  
 

This is apparent in the case of the agriculture industry under this PNM 
administration.  

 
Recall, in the budget presentation for fiscal 2017 the Minister of Finance, spoke 

of an Agro-Processing Tax Relief.  
 

This was trumped to be the saving grace of the agro-industry, serve to 

stimulate growth by making all agro-processing operations tax free.  
 

According to the Minister of Finance then he said, “The qualifying criteria will 
be that at least 75% of the processing of agricultural products must be done 
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in Trinidad and Tobago and 75% of the ingredients must be produced or 
harvested locally”.  

 
The Minister of Finance seems to think that Agriculture responds to rhetoric 

and responds in kind because there was no follow through.  
 

In fact Ernst and Young in their report of the 2018 Budget pointed out that 
this initiative was “Not Implemented”.  

What a sad state of affairs it must be that after doing nothing to implement 

this measure the government then comes back this year with yet another 
undependable measure for agriculture.  

 
This grant of up to $100,000 would beg the question to whom goes the free 

funds, what will they be engaged in, how would they be made to account for 
usage of funds and will the real farmers benefit.  

 
The worry here is that the programme could be reduced to a system of 

handouts with no real impact on agriculture sector output.  
 

The sting in the tail is what was said afterward where the Minister of Finance 
hinted at the policy that aims to provide greater space for large farms by 

removing the restriction of 100 acres of land to receive exemptions from tax 
and income from approved agricultural holdings.  

 

This makes you wonder to which victor will go the spoils.   
 

 
 

Fuel Subsidy 
 

Brutal - this can be the only word to express the adjustment in the fuel 
subsidy.  

 
The price of Super Gasoline increased from $3.58 to $3.97 per litre coupled 

with the increase in diesel price from $2.30 to $3.41 per litre is brutal.  
 

We are talking about an increase of 10.9% on Super Gasoline and a whopping 
48.3% increase in Diesel.  

 

This will have a drastic effect on the economy which will ultimately trickle 
down to the average man on the street.  
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 Not only will vehicle owners be affected but there will be a domino effect 
occurring starting at the pumps and ending at the average man who uses 

public transportation.  
 

The increases in both super and diesel will see transportation costs increasing 
and since everything these days carries a transportation cost, inherently 

everything else will increase.  
Public transportation fares will increase, costs of goods and services will 

increase prices across varied sectors, especially as many sectors cannot 

survive without transportation, general prices can be expected to increase. 
 

This leaves the average man paying increased costs across the board.  
 

Now if you ask me, with a salary that remains constrained matched by rising 
costs, what will be the quality of life of the citizens?  

 
In 2015, an article posted on December 21st in the Guardian newspapers 

reported that the PM had said at an event hosted by the Women’s Institute 
for Alternative Development (WINAD) that “the quality of life of citizens 

were in danger”.  
 

Of course the quality of life of our citizens are in danger, they are the ones 
reducing that same quality33.  

 

Double B, Brutal Betrayal! 
 

I want to speak briefly on a measure announced in the Budget – the duties on 
tyres34. 

A recent survey* conducted amongst various tyre shops including: D.N 
Maharaj, Veshal’s Tyres, Three A Tyre Shop, Chosen Tyre Shop and others 

found that approximately 75% of tyres sold on a daily basis are foreign used.  
 

This indicates that there are a lot more foreign used tyres on the nation’s 
roads than new tyres, which means that the majority of motorists will be 

negatively impacted by the implementation of the 30% customs duty and the 

                                                           
33 http://digital.guardian.co.tt/?iid=134094&startpage=page0000003#folio=2 Article – Rowley to give nation reality check 
34 2018 Budget, “We have noticed irregularities between the duties charged on the importation of new and foreign used tyres. Currently, new tyres 

utilized on motor cars attract a customs duty of 30 percent, while used pneumatic tyres do not incur customs duties. This has led to mislabelling 

and tax evasion, where new tyres are sometimes wrongly described as used tyres, thus avoiding the payment of customs duty. In order to correct 

this discrepancy, I propose to harmonise the customs duty on all tyres at 30 percent, whether new or used. However, the customs duty on the 

importation of new tyres utilized on buses and lorries will remain at 15 percent. This measure will be implemented on October 20th 2017. Madam 

Speaker, I further propose to implement an environmental tax of $20.00 per tyre on all tyres imported into Trinidad and Tobago. This tax will cover 

the cost of proper disposal of used tyres, which is a major headache. This measure will be implemented on December 1st 2017”, Pg 33-34 

 

http://digital.guardian.co.tt/?iid=134094&startpage=page0000003#folio=2
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implementation of the “environmental tax” of $20.00 per tyre on all tyres 
imported into the country.  

 
In addition, approximately 85% of taxis and maxi-taxis utilize foreign used 

tyres.  
 

This increase in tyre prices, coupled with the already increased fuel price would 
lead to an increase in the fare charged by transport operators, which would 

adversely impact the travelling population. 

 
Further, transportation costs for goods will be increased as most distribution 

trucks use foreign used tyres.  
 

It is likely that these increased operational costs will not be absorbed by 
manufacturers and distributors but rather passed on to consumers, thereby 

increasing the cost of goods within the country. 
 

A tyre can be classified as a frequently used item which will impact all car 
owners.  

 
In order to maintain a stable business, wholesalers and retailers of tyres will 

not absorb the custom duty and environmental tax which will adversely impact 
on their profit.  

 

As such, these increases in costs will be passed on the final consumer. 
 

The Minister spoke of harmonising custom duties, however, new and used 
items cannot attract at the same rate for customs duty. 

 
Another issue identified from this measure is that of the capacity of the 

Trinidad and Tobago Bureau of Standards.  
The current staff clearly do not possess the skills to identify the difference 

between a new and used tyre as tyres are easily mislabelled and taxes evaded 
by new tyre importers.   

 
This is the real issue at hand that needs to be addressed.  

 
Also, it should be noted that there are simple methods to control the evasion 

of new tyres being imported and classified as used.   

 
The current inspection done on tyres by the staff of the Trinidad and Tobago 

Bureau of Standards allows for no real inspection of new tyres, thereby 
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allowing an influx of low quality ‘new’ tyres while used tyres are vigorously 
inspected to allow for a certain standard to be allowed into the country. 

 
It should be noted that first world countries, with proper standards in place 

do not allow the current Chinese new tyres, which are imported into Trinidad, 
into their economy and on to their roads due their inferior quality and low 

reliability.  
 

A foreign used German tyre has a longer life span on the local roads than that 

of the Chinese new tyres. 
 

The proposal to implement an environmental tax of $20.00 per tyre on all 
tyres imported into Trinidad and Tobago will cover the cost of proper disposal 

of used tyres.   
 

It raises the question, however, whether there will there be a proper disposal 
plant in place which will be available for immediate use so that citizens can 

see that the increase cost passed on to them is properly utilized?   
 

Will a recycling plant be set up to collect, receive, process, recycle or properly 
disposed of used tyres? 

 
Further consultation is needed with industry stakeholders to ensure that this 

measure is not unduly onerous on the motoring public and tyre dealers. 

 
Removal of restrictions on Maxi-Taxi 

 
The Minister of Finance, thought nothing of removing the restrictions for 

banded Maxi Taxis until moments before he made his Budget Presentation in 
Parliament on Monday, as the printed version of the Budget Statement that I 

received had nothing about Maxi Taxis, not once was it mentioned.  
 

Then when I looked at the online version of the Budget Statement that was 
posted on the Ministry of Finance website, which stated:  

 
“Madam Speaker, we are pleased to announce that we are removing all 

restrictions on banded Maxi Taxis in order to open up the public transportation 
system.”35 

 

I then reviewed the Minister’s oral utterances in Parliament on Monday and he 
had this to say: 

 
                                                           
35 Budget Statement 2018: “Changing the Paradigm: Putting the Economy on a Sustainable Path” p. 21  
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“This government to remove the current restrictions on the allocation of maxi 
taxi licenses. Remove it altogether. No longer will there be restrictions on 

ownership of banded maxi taxis. Persons will be able to buy and band their 
maxi taxis and drive where ever they please without any restriction. This will 

open up the public transportation system36.”  
 

Madam Speaker, we are unsure about what restrictions are being removed as 
the Minister on one hand said all restrictions to be removed and then on the 

other hand the Minister spoke of the removal of restrictions on ownership of 

banded maxi taxis.  
 

They are two completely different statements, which carry completely 
different meaning. I do not know which version I should rely upon.  

 
After the Budget Statement was printed the Minister thought of removing the 

restrictions on banded Maxi Taxis, then he clandestinely included it the online 
version of the Budget Statement which was uploaded online and when the 

Minister spoke in Parliament he said something completely different.  
 

The Minster thought one thing, he wrote another thing and then said 
something else.  

 
Even further, had this been a policy that was contemplated long before by this 

Government we would have seen an adjustment to the Draft Estimates of 

Revenue under the sub-head “Application for Maxi-Taxi License (Ch. 48:53)”, 
it would have been $0 for 2018.  

 
However, it currently reflects revenue estimate for 2018 in the sum of 

$85,00037. This is an overnight, made-up policy.  
 

They formulate Government policy from the top of their heads.  
 

This is the Betrayal of this PNM Government. 
 

This also brings me to another important point. In 2011, an attempt was made 
previously to remove the restrictions on the registration of maxi taxis but was 

shut down by the High Court38.  
 

The Claimants were the Association of the Maxi Taxi Trinidad and Tobago and 

the Route 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Maxi Taxi Associations who brought an action 
                                                           
36 Transcription from the Budget Presentation 2018 from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dk_n3eAZZfg.    
37 Draft Estimates of Revenue for the Financial Year 2018, Head 03, p. 7. 
38 CV 2011-01631 Eon Hewitt and Others v The Minister of Works and Transport and The Transport Commissioner of Trinidad and Tobago 
[delivered on 18th September 2013].  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dk_n3eAZZfg
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against the Minister of Works and Transport and the Transport Commissioner 
for the said decision.  

 
The Court found that such a decision was unlawful as the Transport 

Commissioner failed to consult with the Advisory Committee and other 
stakeholder such as the Claimants as required by the provision of the Maxi 

Taxi Act before making its decision39.  
 

It is another requirement that the consultation exercise be conducted at a 

time when proposals are at a sufficiently formative stage.  
 

The Court found that the decision to remove the ban had already been made 
before the meeting with the Claimants and was not proper consultation as it 

was not held in the formative stage of the decision making process.  
Currently, several members of the various Maxi Associations has called on the 

Minister to clarify the measures to remove the restrictions.  
 

They have called on the Minister to meet and speak with them40.  
They are begging for consultation.  

 
This further underscores that this was made with no consultation with various 

stakeholders. Another vie-ki-vie decision by the Minister, which would fail in 
Court if they do not consult with the people.  

 

Tax on Banks 
 

When we look at the plan for the financial service sector it is apparent that 
the PNM government is bewildered (another B).  

 
Because on one hand they say they will leverage on the strength of our 

domestic finance industry to attract international banks interested in 
expanding to Latin America.  

 
However, on the other hand they impose the high level of taxation on the 

same banking industry. A tax of 35% effective January 1st 2018.  
 

Now the impact on diversification is one area but first let’s look at the impact 
on the average citizen as customer of the bank.  

 

                                                           
39 Section 3 of the Maxi Taxi Act Chap. 48:53. 
40 Maxi Taxi Associations Seek Answers On Removal Of Restrictions On Banded Vehicles- Cnews, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dk_n3eAZZfg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dk_n3eAZZfg
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Because it is from their fees and interest on loans and general savings that 
the banks use to generate their profits.  

 
The people will be hit twice.  

 
They will be hit in the first instance because when the banks are tasked with 

paying higher Corporation Taxes they would seek to neutralize the impact of 
the 5% increase in tax from 30% to 35% by an increase in the same fees and 

interest charges to the average citizen.  

 
That is the first hit. To look at the second hit it is obvious.  

The average citizen does not live in a vacuum.  
 

After taking their hard earned salary from the bank they would now seek to 
pay for goods and services at merchants.  

 
These merchants madame speaker have to face the same banks with the same 

higher fees and interest charges.  
 

What therefore would be the result?  
 

The merchants would raise their prices of foodstuff at the grocery, increase 
the prices of lumber at the hardware, increased prices everywhere.  

 

The average citizen will then be forced to surrender more cash for the same 
goods and services they bought before the taxes were raised on bank profits.  

 
This is the second hit. A double whammy.   

 
This budget is like a slow poison.  

 
The government is therefore neglecting the first responsibility to protect the 

citizens. 
 

We just looked at the impact of an increase in tax on banks to the citizens 
now we turn our focus to its impact on the banking and financial services 

sector as a whole.  
 

The Bankers Association of Trinidad and Tobago (BATT) on the day following 

the budget presentation in a release41 reported by Guardian newspaper stated 
that they are “strongly opposed” to the tax.  

 
                                                           
41 http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2017-10-03/tax-increase-short-sighted  

http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2017-10-03/tax-increase-short-sighted
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They went further to state that they did not want their sector to be affected 
by, “decisions that were short-sighted and not in the best long term interests 

of the country and the Financial Sector”.  
 

A damning criticism of the approach of the Minister of Finance.  
Given the need for economic diversification away from oil and gas BATT was 

reported by Guardian newspaper to state in their release that, “the tax would 
dissuade new investment in the sector and could eventually lead to 

employment loss”. 

 
Property Tax   

 
Once more this administration is focused on unleashing property tax on the 

population. After the unsuccessful attempt in fiscal 2017 they are bringing it 
back again.  

 
Or are they, because the Minister of Finance said in his 2017/2018 budget 

presentation: 
 

“With urgent need for additional sources of revenue, particularly from the 
nonoil sector, in order to maintain the level of goods and services provided by 

Government and to continue to provide subsidies where they are needed, we 
intend to have a fully implemented property tax system in 2018.”  

 

No attempt was made to identify which quarter he will be bringing the tax, 
whether it be first quarter or last quarter in 2018.   

 
Yet they are preparing the population for another tax that may never be as 

the Minister of Finance declared: 
 

“… a data gathering process is being implemented. On completion, this would 
form the basis for meaningful assessments to be made and for property taxes 

to be paid…” 
 

This property tax is but a rehash of the past and more of the same for this 
PNM Administration, they are bankrupt of ideas.  

 
Now they want to bankrupt the homeowners of our country with this property 

tax.  

 
This brutal tax will only yield if effective $250 million dollars42.  

 
                                                           
42 Draft Estimates of Revenue For the Financial Year 2018, page 2, Head 2 – Taxes on Property (Sub Head 03 – Property Tax) 



Page 107 of 135 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
However, it is targeting households in the country.  
 

Speaking at a post-Cabinet news conference in April 2017 the Minister of 
finance disclosed and the express newspaper reported that43, “… there are 

some 400,000 households in this country and less that 200,000 are on the 
assessment evaluation rolls.”   

 
At that time according to the Guardian newspaper, there was44, “…widespread 

panic and public concern about the list of information requested from property 

owners…”  
 

So it was, the population was running helter skelter, crowding the state offices 
to hand in their valuation forms before the deadline or face a fine in the first 

instance and who knows what next would happen to your property.  
 

Citizens protested the oppressive property tax regime by tearing up the forms 
sent to them. Such was the rage of the population against this invasive tax.  

 
Eventually, after all the scare-mongering with the fine and who knows what 

else that stressed out the households of Trinidad and Tobago, finally the High 
Court stopped the Minister of Finance in his tracks. “The45 High court ruled in 

June that submission of Valuation Return Forms is voluntary and that the 
Ministry must advertise information on this…” 

 

 
 

 
 

12. EDUCATION 
 

The Government also has a role as an investor.  
 

The most important priority of government as investor is indeed education, 
but education cradle-to-grave.  

 
Investing in education is seen as investing in our vast human potential by the 

UNC, under this PNM Government GATE is considered a burden on our 
accounts.  

 

                                                           
43 http://www.trinidadexpress.com/20170427/news/imbert-on-property-tax-i-vex-i-have-to-pay-too 
44 http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2017-04-26/homeowners-urged-comply-deadline 
45 http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2017-07-14/no-deadline-submit-property-tax-forms 
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The Education Sector continues to face hardship year after year under the 
PNM administration. They continue to cut programmes galore, especially 

within the education sector.  
 

According to the PNM manifesto prior to the 2015 elections, they promised to 
“Preserve, maintain, and expand where necessary, our system of free 

education and training at all levels. Ensure that the Government Assistance 
for Tuition Expenses (GATE) system, which we created in 2004, remains 

relevant, easily accessible and available to all citizens who need it.”  

 
This notion was however only a means to mislead the population into believing 

that the government actually had their best interest at heart. When in actuality 
the PNM’s main aim was to persuade the population with the most desirous of 

plans, then going against everything that they had promised.  
 

In the 2015/2016 National Budget it was stated “We will continue to preserve, 
maintain and expand where necessary, our system of free education at all 

levels.”  
 

Again we are witnessing a complete betrayal.  According to the 2016/2017 
budget the GATE Programme was cut by $50 million in 2017, and will be cut 

by $150 million in 2018.   
 

GATE will no longer be available for students over the age of 50 years which 

defies the notion of lifelong learning. GATE funding will no longer be available 
for medical students at St. George’s University in Grenada.  

 
GATE will also no longer be available to institutions and programmes not 

accredited by the ACTT.  
 

The PNM government have now stated that a means test will be introduced 
which translates into students paying at least 25% of their tuition cost if the 

house hold earns more than $10,000 per month and 50% where the 
household income is above $30,000.  

 
What do these measures say about the priorities of this Administration.  

 
They are finding money for all manner of vanity projects, including spending 

money on a golf course upgrade but they are not willing to invest in our 

people. 
 

They have yet to provide students and institutions with the details of the 
criteria which is supposed to be used to carry out the means testing.  
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To add to that, in the 2017/ 2018 budget, the Minister of Finance’s only 

contribution to the education sector was “the Government, after consultations 
with the relevant stakeholders, has restructured the programme, such that 

GATE will remain open to all students but they will have to undergo a means 
test to determine the level of subsidy to which they would be entitled.”  

 
Something which was previously mentioned in the 2016/2017 budget 

statement, this new budget can be seen as a budget of repetition and failure 

to keep promises.  
 

In the statement however, the Minister did mention that the allocation for 
education would be $7.29 billion, this has shown an increase of 68 million as 

compared to the 2016/2017 budget which was set at 7.22 billion.  
 

How is this possible? when the GATE programme is now cut by approximately 
$50 million in 2017 and is expected to be cut by $150 million in 2018 according 

to the 2016/2017 budget statement.  
 

Where is this additional 68 million going to? According to the Draft Estimates 
of Recurrent Expenditure for the Financial Year 2018, 60 million was allocated 

to ‘Other Minor Equipment’.  
 

It was also found that ‘Janitorial Services’ increased by 21 million.  

 
The government remains uninterested ICT development. The 2017/ 2018 

budget statement failed to mention any aspect of ICT.  
 

According to the United Nations “We are currently experiencing the onset of 
the fourth industrial revolution, which is significantly different from the ones 

that preceded it. The first industrial revolution was triggered by water and 
steam, the second industrial revolution was built on electric power, and the 

third depended on electronics and information technology. By contrast, the 
fourth industrial revolution – which is also referred to as Industry 4.0 – is 

more complex and is characterized by a trend of automation and data 
exchange in manufacturing technologies. Information and communication 

technologies (ICTs) are an important driver and are essential for the fourth 
industrial revolution to be fully realized.” 

 

The People’s Partnership government which preceded the current government 
established numerous amounts of programmes geared towards improving ICT 

in the country.  
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One of these initiatives was the Laptop Initiative, where every child entering 
secondary school was given their own personal laptop.  

 
As a part of the programme, laptops were also given to teachers, principals 

and school supervisors.  
 

Immediately upon assuming office this programme was cut but the PNM 
government.   

 

In the PNM’s 2015 manifesto they promised to “Ensure that our system of 
education at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels prepares our young 

people for the challenging world of science and technology.”  
 

According to the 2016/2017 National Budget the government promised 
“Curriculum Reform: a comprehensive ICT in education plan will be rolled out 

by this Government in the next fiscal year.”  
 

This initiative by the Ministry was supposed to provide laptops for each form 
level at each secondary school and had to only be used during class time while 

remaining the property of the Ministry of Education.  
 

They are taking this country backward instead of forward and into the next 
era of development. 

 

The Government has also failed to support children with special needs. 
According to an article in the Express Newspaper in February of 2017, 

“fourteen private special schools are on the brink of closing as the new 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Ministry of –Education which ensures 

funding has not been renewed.” The article went on to state that “The 14 
special schools cater for more than 1,000 pupils of various disabilities from 

age four and above. The new academic school year started last September. 
But to date there has been no release of funds because the Memorandum of 

Understanding expired in 2015.”   
 

These special needs schools have written to the ministry of education, 
however no funding have been released.  

 
These schools are unable to continue operation, without the necessary 

funding.  

 
The 2017/2018 National Budget, has failed to mention any measures or 

initiatives in place to assist these special needs students.  
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The PNM 2015 manifesto promised to “Preserve, maintain, and expand where 
necessary, our system of free education and training at all levels.”  

 
Does this system of free education not apply to the disabled population of 

Trinidad and Tobago?  
 

Are these individuals seen as less important to the rest of the population?  
 

The PNM government has proven that they clearly have no direction or plan 

in place for educating the next general of Trinidadians and Tobagonians.  
 

The government’s role is to invest in its citizens, and the key way to do that 
is through the education sector but we are seeing here a dismantling of the 

sector.  
 

They have betrayed the trust of the people and continue to lead the country 
with absolutely no vision towards the future.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
13. DIVERSIFICATION 

 
No Strategy for Diversification  

 

Madame Speaker, those of us on this side have noted the worrying fact that 
this PNM Government has no concept of what needs to be done to rebuild the 

economy, generate employment and foster the growth of new industries in 
the non-oil sector.   
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We said it ahead of the 2015 General Election – the PNM has no plan.  We did 

– we had a comprehensive plan of action to build on the momentum of our 
five year record of performance, and propel the country into a growth 

trajectory.  They did not, and having been put through five (?) budgets, there 
can be no doubt in any one’s mind that what we’ve said all along is in fact 

true. 
 

Looking Back: Promises of Diversification  

 
The PNM has talked about economic diversification since the beginning of time, 

it would seem, and to this day have not implemented any diversification 
measures so much so they are still talking about it. 

 
Since as far back as 2009, the PNM has been pounding the diversification 

theme to try and impress people. This is what the then Minister of Finance, 
Karen Nunez-Tesheira had to say:  

 
“Vision 2020 mandates the extension of the frontiers of the energy sector and 

the development of an export-based internally dynamic non-energy sector. 
The transformation of the economy along these lines will guarantee self-

sustaining growth, deliver high quality jobs, lift per capita income to first world 
levels and improve income distribution and social welfare for the benefit of the 

society at large.”46   

 
In the 2016 Budget, this current PNM Government is still promising 

diversification, specially highlighted as a separate section on the content 
listing on pg. 2 of the Budget Statement, 2016. In 2016, they promised 

diversification in Maritime and ICT.  
 

On pg. 1747 of the budget statement, the government promised, under the 
Maritime diversification plan, the following: 

“...we are well placed to establish a viable and robust maritime economy. An 
initial step will be a Maritime Maintenance Facility to meet the maintenance 

requirements for the existing fleet of government-owned naval and maritime 
assets. Such a maintenance facility will catalyze the development of a ship-

repair and ship-building industry beginning in the North-West peninsula. 
 

                                                           
46  Talk of Diversification since 2009 http://www.trinidadandtobagonews.com/articles/070909.html 
47 2016 Maritime Diversification 
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How interesting though, the Cabo Star and the ocean flower are now 
the subject of severe public scrutiny in light of increased cost, old 

ships and alleged “crookedness”. 
 

Not a single new idea, Madame Speaker. Let me give you just one example.  
The Minister spoke about establishing: 

 
“A new business development fund, aimed at providing working capital and/or 

seed capital through grant funding, both to start-ups and existing small 

businesses.  Access to the fund will be through a process of evaluation and 
interview by a group of successful Trinidad and Tobago entrepreneurs and 

self-made businessmen and women, in similar fashion to the acclaimed Shark 
Tank and Planting Seeds reality shows, but with the seed capital provided by 

the Government. Once our panel of experts deems an application from a small 
local business to be worthy of grant funding, it will be forwarded to a 

Ministerial Committee for a final decision and disbursement.”48 
 

In the 2017 Budget, the Minister announced that an Entrepreneurial Talent 
Grant4950would be set up, which would “utilise a national talent search 

methodology, and a national competition, citizens will be invited and 
encouraged to present innovative business ideas for evaluation by a panel of 

accomplished businessmen and entrepreneurs. The top five projects annually 
will receive a $1 million grant to facilitate the development and 

implementation of their business concepts.”   

 
So the same initiative announced last year, but clearly nothing was put in 

place to get it going.  So the Government is now going to be involved in Reality 
TV?    

“Vision” 2030 – another PR Gimmick 
 

I will touch very briefly on this document – the “Vision 2030”, which was laid 
in Parliament. In this document, purporting to be the “country’s principal 

planning document”, it is rather instructive that the word diversification is 
used only once, in the Foreword.  

 
There is a serious disconnect in this document between economic prosperity 

in the various sectors and the national development plan. 
 

                                                           
48 2018 Budget, Pg 15, http://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/revised-BUDGET-STATEMENT-2018-BOOKLET-faw1.pdf  
49 2017 Budget, Pg 45, http://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Budget-Statement-2017-for-web-r1.pdf  
50 Trinidad Express, 30/09/16, Win $1m for idea, business plan, http://www.trinidadexpress.com/20160930/business/win-1m-for-idea-

business-plan  

 

http://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/revised-BUDGET-STATEMENT-2018-BOOKLET-faw1.pdf
http://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Budget-Statement-2017-for-web-r1.pdf
http://www.trinidadexpress.com/20160930/business/win-1m-for-idea-business-plan
http://www.trinidadexpress.com/20160930/business/win-1m-for-idea-business-plan
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There is a symbiotic relationship between them. 
 

In other words, National Development cannot take place without economic 
prosperity. 

 
Economic diversity must be viewed in relation to the major productive, 

revenue generating sectors in the economy. 
 

New product innovations, new products through disruptive innovation and new 

income generating sectors must be found to create jobs, wealth and wellbeing 
of the citizens. 

 
This must happen before such an ambitious development plan can even be 

considered.  
 

How is this 13 year plan going to be financed, by whom, and what are the 
returns on investment are questions to be asked given the current situation. 

  
It is easy to say that the human capital of the country will be developed, but 

how do they become productive, and in which sector? 
 

In an environment of high taxes, high costs of fuel and transport, high debt 
to GDP ratio, dwindling availability of forex, dwindling capability of forex 

earnings, how can the country be expected to believe that this government 

can deliver on all of these promises made in such a grandiose scheme.  
 

This document is “pie in the sky” because it cannot be implemented for many 
reasons, least being their track record of non-implementation. 

 
On Pg. 30, the document speaks to a few digital technologies such as 3D 

Printing, Artificial Intelligence, makes reference to networks sensors, and the 
smart city approach and acknowledges the change that technology can bring, 

but really stops short of its understanding of the Digital Age economy, and the 
massive economic opportunity it affords.  

 
It is a clear indication of the lack of understanding of the tremendous 

opportunities occurring because of this industrial revolution occurring because 
of digital technology.  

 

This is confirmed in Budget 2017, where diversification was not given any 
prominence and was reduced to mere three paragraphs of rhetoric on pg. 15 

of the Budget Statement document as the Finance minister stated as follows:  
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“The rapid pace of technological change which we must first understand before 
we are able to formulate policies to either adopt or adapt to our own 

circumstances”. He further stated “Diversification also requires that the 
private sector changes its mindset...It will take a lot of time and effort, 

however, since diversification is no easy task and it is not like instant coffee.” 
 

Today, in the Government’s 2018 Budget, under a heading “Diversifying the 
Economy” pg. 13, the PNM have suddenly announced a slew of diversification 

initiatives including:  

 
Business Facilitation,  

Export Promotion,  
Business Development Investment Programme,  

Tourism,  
Agriculture (Incentives for new farmers),  

Business Process Outsourcing 
Yachting 

Creative Industries 
 

However, a careful look at these areas will reveal some glaring deficiencies. 
Additionally these are nothing new. 

 
The question must be asked: “since diversification is no easy task and it is not 

like instant coffee” and if your revenue is no longer what it is, when can the 

population expect this diversification to become a reality? Agriculture has been 
cut from $0.7 Billion to $0.54 Billion approximately. 

 
So what is the diversification they speak of?  

Madame Speaker, I will briefly examine a few of these: 
 

Business facilitation - Nice terminology, but it means nothing, because you 
have increased Corporation Tax to a staggering 35%, and expect Business to 

be “facilitated”?  
 

Prices have been increased in fundamental inputs such as transportation, 
which increases the cost of everything. So business have been hit by increased 

taxes and increased costs - is that facilitating business?  
 

Who in their right mind is going to come to Trinidad and Tobago to do business 

to add to the country’s GDP? Rather than facilitates, it dissuades.   
 

But is this a deliberate tactic to destroy the middle class through sustained 
pressure from a government that doesn’t have its support? 
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Export Promotion - So a manufacturer has to spend foreign exchange to 

buy raw materials for production, and the requirement is only a minimum of 
30% export.  So if that benchmarks hold true the 30% exporter gets 100% 

raw material forex funding.   
 

Business Development Incentive Program - Costs for small businesses 
are a major constraint.  

 

The Government says it wants to promote and develop small business, but 
contradicts this by the increases in fuel prices as well as taxes.  

 
These create barriers to entry and givens the advantage to big business who 

have access to foreign exchange. 
 

These measures while they sound important with clichéd business jargon, 
does not improve Trinidad and Tobago’s competitiveness especially in small 

business. 
 

Apart from these there are numerous instances of unfulfilled promises. There 
have also been numerous instances of incompetence, as numerous events 

have demonstrated.  
 

Ministers caught in spreading on taxpayers’ money, conflicting information 

being given, mystery payments to banks, Board resignations, Board 
dismissals etc. 

 
Given the conflicting nature of the policies articulated in the Budget then, and 

the development plan, concluding that the budget will have negative effects 
are there for everyone to see.  

 
High taxes, means less disposable income, which means less consumer 

spending, leading to slowdown in business.  
 

High prices in fuel means higher costs, and less investments. Slowdown means 
loss of jobs and hardships.  

 
It really is a budget to bankrupt you, bankrupt business, bankrupt the country, 

since very few small businesses are manufacturers.  

 
Big business will always be better positioned to access the forex from Exim 

bank. In other words there is no equity. 
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It is quite clear that the government has failed to bring prosperity to this 
country over the last two years, and has plunged it deeper into an economic 

crisis.   
 

The Minister of Finance came to this House on Monday and spent a great part 
of his presentation focusing on the past, and again in attacking the Opposition.   

 
Madame Speaker I have dealt with this already, but it is the typical approach 

of this PNM Government.   

 
They don’t have a single innovative idea, and to mask their own inability to 

come up with solutions, they either blame others or plagiarise suggestions 
from previous administrations.   

 
The Minister used the refrain from a popular calypso – “we can do it if we try” 

by the bard Black Stalin.   
 

Yes, Minister, we CAN make it if we try – but first you have to try!  You have 
to have some concrete plan of action.  

 
But no new ideas have been forthcoming from this Government.  I say it 

plainly – and “who vex lorse”…  
 

Diversification and Sustainable Energy  

 
As I have stated Madame Speaker, we have heard little in terms of initiatives 

aimed at advancing the diversification thrust.   
 

We recognize that whilst the backbone of the economy is the hydrocarbon 
sector, this country has the potential and human capacity to transition into 

sustainable energy, which would actually abate the problem of gas shortages 
by freeing up natural gas in the system.  

 
Policy initiatives such as incentivizing energy efficiency in power generation 

and petrochemical manufacturing would enable the companies to produce 
higher volumes of the more valuable downstream products (ammonia, 

methanol, urea) using less energy and less natural gas feedstock.  
 

This was the policy initiative being implemented by the ESCO Certification 

committee to replace their old energy inefficient manufacturing turbines and 
machines with new energy efficient designs to save energy and free up natural 

gas in the system, as well as use less Natural gas to make more product.  
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We even allowed for the power generation sector to benefit from these 
incentives, as we had commissioned the TGU Plant, the largest and most 

efficient power plant in the region with an efficiency of almost 40% compared 
to Powergen’s older turbines at barely 20%.  

 
By replacing these turbines you halve the amount of natural gas required to 

produce the same quanta of electricity.  
 

This avoided natural gas can then be sent to the downstream sector. 

 
This was our policy directive, that in the future  to only commission Combined 

Cycle high efficiency power generation; better for the environment; better for 
the value chain and better for the economy.  

 
What did they do? As soon as they entered office they ended the work of the 

Committee and out of spite and haste they have refused to move on this issue.  
 

The Chief Executive Officer of the Energy Chamber, Dr. Dax Driver recently 
lamented this indiscretion and called on GORTT to enforce these measures. 

Once again, no traction, no co-operation, no movement as we continue to 
waste natural gas and electricity in the industrial sector. 

 
Again, in an attempt to free up natural gas to make it available to the 

downstream industries, accordingly we designed with the help of the United 

Nations and the United States Department of Energy, a Feed In Tariff policy 
which was being implemented, and which meant that anyone would be able 

to purchase solar panels (which we had already taken all taxes and duties off) 
and generate some of their own electricity on their rooftops, they would then 

just pay the difference of what they used from TTEC’s grid.   
 

This was about enabling people, climate change mitigation and activating the 
green economy.  

 
What did they do? So far absolutely nothing, not a single solar panel installed, 

not even the draft legislation completed.   
 

They talked about “20% renewable energy by 2021” in their manifesto and 
the first Budget presentation – and nothing since. 

 

Two years now you have been saying the same thing and not a single thing 
to show for it but thinking that the population is gullible, they keep re-

announcing and regurgitating this at every opportunity.  
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Deceptive and arrogant in their thinking that once they say the right words 
they continue to fool the people. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
14. THE WAY FORWARD AND VISION 
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It is quite clear that the Government has by their own actions and their own 
deeds failed to bring prosperity to this country over the last two years, and 

has plunged it deeper into an economic crisis.   
 

Their priorities, projects and policies have all been anti people. 
 

It is quite clear that Trinidad and Tobago, given its severe and mounting 
problems, has to adopt a new longer term, strategic, vision driven approach 

because this outdated model of raising taxes, borrow and spend is simply not 

working.   
 

Madam Speaker the road that we must travel requires vision and political will 
to make drastic but much needed changes to the economic landscape of our 

nation.  
 

That change must address not only contemporary revenue generating 
measures but it must address the area of job creation and opportunities for 

our young people. 
 

Madam Speaker the way forward requires determination but more 
importantly, action.  

 
My colleagues and I remain fully committed to working to transform our 

country, and many of our policies, plans and projects while we were in 

Government were centered on this.  
 

Madam speaker, we delivered on the ideals of change in all spheres of our 
nation’s development whether it was in healthcare, education, national 

security, social development, tourism, sport and youth affairs as well as the 
politics whether we became unpopular for it or not.  

 
The point is we delivered a better quality of life for the people. 

 
Madam Speaker almost every budgetary prescription has focused internally 

there has been a lack of creativity, imagination, innovation and inventiveness.  
 

The population that is expected to pay higher taxes do not have higher paying 
jobs, their breadbaskets are getting smaller and their purchasing power is 

being continuously eroded.  

 
But yet, the Minister of finance says that he is probably doing such a good job 

because the people are not feeling it.  
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Madam speaker I respectfully disagree, they are feeling it in their pockets, in 
their families and in their homes.  

 
It is as if two sets of hitmen are attacking our population:  

1) The bandits and  
2) The tax man, with the Minister’s promise of an army of tax collectors. 

 
I have spoken to the ills confronting this country as a result of the 

government’s inability to create and diversify the economy.  

 
We have pointed out how the government is creating a debt trap in which 

future generations will find themselves in great difficulty to move forward, and 
hence, by extension, the country’s very future is in danger.   

 
Madam Speaker while we prepare the future for our young people, have we 

forgotten our elderly, the disabled, the families who cannot afford food on 
their tables, mothers who cannot buy milk for their babies, contractors whose 

equipment remain idle, businesses that have had to close their doors and as 
a result jobs are lost.  

 
It is clear for our survival, in a time of high prices, increased taxes, low 

incentives and no new ideas offered by the government, we must find new 
ways of generating money for the country, and create jobs and business so 

everyone can live a good, decent life. Everyone in this country is under attack 

right now and we must stand up with each other. 
 

Therefore, what are the alternatives that we can pursue? 
 

What is required is visionary leadership with action, the fundamental point 
madam speaker is action, the ability to understand global perspectives, 

strategic thinking and positioning to compete effectively in a highly 
sophisticated, technology driven, integrated, interconnected and inter-related 

world.  
 

The archaic days of tax and spend and borrow are over, and it has only 
brought hardship to our people.   

 
That has always been the mantra of the PNM and nothing has changed. 

 

In seeking to move forward, there are several options. 
 

One option is to create new jobs within the economy.  
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That, however, is not going to happen, because there has been no 
improvement in the economy since the government took power and it is as 

though they are working in a vacuum, because there is no cohesion in the few 
areas that they identified for further revenue generation, therefore it is truly 

just lip service.  
 

Another option is to diversify the present economy.  
 

Diversification of the present economy will require it to become highly 

efficient, productive and profitable.  
 

New revenue sources must be created in the form of product innovations, new 
platforms for growth or developing new products for which markets exist.  

 
The third option is to completely revolutionize this economy, as other 

countries in both the developed world, as well as the third world are presently 
doing.  

 
What is this revolution?  

 
In my 2016/17 Budget presentation, I made reference to the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution, The Digital Age, as announced and proclaimed by the World 
Economic Forum, Davos 2016.   

 

As an instance of what can be achieved, let’s think about what is occurring 
abroad, elsewhere in the world.  

 
While they were sleeping here, the world is heading towards a cashless 

society.  
 

Madame Speaker the world will not wait for us, they are moving ahead without 
us and we must act now on these new measures. 

 
 We are now in the era of telebanking, intranets, bitcoins and technology 

transfers and investments and we too here in Trinidad and Tobago must 
become a part of the industrial revolution of technology in finance, medicine 

trade and research and development. 
 

Examples of the impact of technology on the financial environment that the 

Minister of Finance failed to look at are as follows: 
 

Australia Nov 2016: Citi Bank gets rid of ALL cash at all of its banks and 
Australia phases out the $100 bill. 
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Belgium: can’t purchase anything of 3000euro in cash. 

 
India: Nov 2016 phases out 500 and 1000 rupee notes 

 
Singapore: many retailers have a no cash policy. 

 
South Korea plans to phase out cash by 2019. 

 

In Sweden only about 20% of retail is done by cash. 
 

Singapore, Netherlands, France,Sweden, Canada, Belgium and the UK are 
countries with 50% and more cashless transactions according to online 

publication Business Today! 
 

The Digital Age ushers in an era of high value, high efficiency and high 
productivity with tremendous opportunities in entrepreneurship, creativity, 

innovation, job opportunities and recreation, health and wellness such as the 
world has not seen before.  

 
Many developed countries have already made the Forward, some are in the 

process, while third world countries are leapfrogging into the Digital Age 
creating great benefit for themselves. 

 

Sixty countries were ranked in four categories of Digital Evolution Index51, 
2017 some of which share  the same type of  population size, resources and 

capacity. 
 

Here are a few examples: 
Stalled out countries : US, Canada, Sweden, Denmark 

Standout countries : Singapore, New Zealand, Estonia, UAE 
Breakout countries : Russia, China, Bangladesh, Kenya 

Watch out countries : Egypt, Pakistan, Peru, Vietnam  
 

Estonia 
 

Estonia52, a country with similar sized population, and less natural resources, 
is ranked 30th, Barbados (72) and Jamaica (75) are all ranked above Trinidad 

and Tobago, who is at 94th out of 138 countries in the WEF Global 

Competitiveness Report 2017.  

                                                           
51 The Digital Competitiveness Index 2017. https://hbr.org/2017/07/60-countries-digital-competitiveness-indexed 
52 The Global Competitiveness Report. http://www3.weforum.org/docs/GCR2016-2017/05FullReport/TheGlobalCompetitivenessReport2016-
2017_FINAL.pdf 

http://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/here-are-the-top-cashless-countries-in-the-world/story/241430.html
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/GCR2016-2017/05FullReport/TheGlobalCompetitivenessReport2016-2017_FINAL.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/GCR2016-2017/05FullReport/TheGlobalCompetitivenessReport2016-2017_FINAL.pdf


Page 124 of 135 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
 
In 2016, TT was ranked 89, which represents a slide of 5 points.   

 
This is a clear indication that there has been no push in this area. 

 
The way forward is very clear therefore, in diversification of the economy. 

Digital transformation of the economy will bring efficiency, high productivity 
and prosperity but there must be buy in and investment by government.  

 

The Digital Age is not only about data, or software. It involves creating a whole 
new economy that impacts on how we live and how we work, in all sectors 

and Industries, in manufacturing, services in research and development or 
hardware manufacturing.  

 
Here are some areas where industry, jobs and wealth can be created directly 

in the highly interconnected world of Information Technology enabled Services 
or ITeS. 

 
Creating the Digital Economy and Society: An Innovation Driven Economy 

The country cannot afford to prop and bear the weight of the buy/sell 
syndrome. It creates an appetite for foreign currency, along with all the ills 

that plague this system. The economy desperately needs to be rescued from 
this model.  

 

In places such as Africa, there is an explosion of innovation and creativity as 
the continent starts to prosper from the innovation driven model in digital 

transformation.  
 

The World Economic Forum53 publishes “As the continent transitions from the 
margins to the mainstream of the global economy, technology is playing an 

increasingly significant role,” says Jake Bright in a piece “exploring the seven 
trends behind the continent’s digital future”. 

 
Just as Africa is doing, by focusing on the Digital Economy, a leadership 

position can be established for the Country.  
 

The idea of the prosperity in the Digital Age cannot be ignored and the UNC is 
quite capable as it possess the thinking and competence and capability to lead 

this country out of the mess, innovatively, creatively, technically and 

intellectually. The trickle down effect in the economy is a revenue generation 
stream of global proportions.  

                                                           
53 Africa’s Digital Revolution https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/05/africa-s-digital-revolution-a-look-at-the-technologies-trends-and-
people-driving-it/ 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/05/a-brief-history-of-africa-s-tech-industry-and-7-predictions-for-its-future
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Building The Innovation Driven Sustainable Economy for Trinidad and Tobago: 

Creating Jobs, Entrepreneurship and Economic Prosperity. 
 

Enabling IT as a sector is an imperative for Trinidad and Tobago, as the 
traditional sectors in their present state are presenting difficult problems. 

 
Madam Speaker fluff, rhetoric, sterile arguments will get us nowhere if we do 

not have specifics. Madam Speaker the difference between the government I 

lead and the government we have today is that we could specifically point to 
areas we developed but also we could point to areas that we believe could 

have built on the foundation that we laid. 
 

Let me share some of these specifics. The fourth revolution in technology has 
made its way through MICROWORK PLATFORMS and INFORMATICS, opening 

up the areas of finance and the economy, information technology and 
technologically driven healthcare, both as drivers of the new wave of economic 

activity but also for sustainable job creation. 
 

Let us take the Minister of Finance Business outsourcing support program on 
page 53 of the budget presentation for instance.  

 
The Minister made reference to a program that has existed and operated in 

Trinidad and Tobago for quite some time; it is not something new and novel. 

Several small and medium businesses already offer outsourcing support 
services.  

 
The Minister fell woefully short of fleshing out any incentives for the 

MICROWORKS sector or how the government intended on providing if any at 
all the hardware and infrastructure for ICTs that would bolster and strengthen 

the industry. 
 

The idea of business outsourcing support is another attempt at a good sound 
bite without providing any details of the category of work in the financial sector 

that it was aimed at and how government could encourage young 
entrepreneurs to enter this field. 

 
This industry could only thrive if government places greater emphasis on 

upgrading the existing hardware in information technology as well as 

employing new industry standards and new techniques.  
 

Absolutely no mention has been made of plans to do either therefore, this idea 
of business outsourcing support will go absolutely nowhere. 
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It was the People’s Partnership who focused on technology at the secondary 

school level with the laptop initiative that understood technology would make 
our people more competitive and therefore we also focused on increasing 

broadband and fiber optic cables in this country.  
 

We made doing business in our country much easier with the electronic 
window that was created for the ease of business transactions.  

 

We created the environment by making the investments at that time in this 
sector. 

 
The Microwork platform is an area that a UNC government will focus heavily 

on not only for financial services but other services required by Latin America 
the Caribbean and even parts of Europe in the spheres of medicine, trade, 

shipping, advanced technology solutions as well as in the creative industries. 
 

We will utilize our young professionals graduating to look at programs such as 
INNO CENTIVE which allows local, regional and international businesses to 

post problems from around the world and offer payments for solutions, work 
and answers on a monthly basis, thereby creating sustainable employment.  

 
That is thinking outside the box and keeping up with international trends. 

 

None of this could be accomplished without the investment and support in 
Information Technology with a view to creating new avenues for economic 

activity as opposed to ways already in use. For the ways already in use, we 
must provide the support.   

 
Bearing in mind that technology is evolving every day,  it was my government 

that promised to focus on research and development by creating research 
institutions that would assist in areas like Microworks, agriculture, medicine, 

finance, climate change among others.  
 

 
The IT in order to be a producer of wealth requires an industrialized approach 

where relevant industries within the sector needs to be identified, resourced, 
regulated and nurtured to maturity to the point where it creates and innovates 

to create its own sustainable competitive advantage.  

 
Adequate competition must be created within industries to allow that growth 

and development to occur.  
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Rivalries are to be encouraged with adequate regulatory measures and 
frameworks to enable competing in the global economy based on high quality, 

cost and volume, supported by unique products and services to spur growth 
and development through competition. 

 
Education & Training: the Peoples Partnership Government initiated the first 

step into the global digital economy, when in 2010, the then Cabinet approved 
the distribution of laptops to children.  

 

Skills for the digital age will require proficiency in coding, graphic design, 
algorithms, robotics, Artificial intelligence, and other aspects of computer 

science. Here are some of Opportunities available in the Digital Age which we 
will create for our people, for our Trinidad and Tobago. 

 
 

Being in the oil and gas industry and wishing to diversify government failed to 
address the growing area of Robotic engineers.  

 
Robotic engineers use computer aided design and drafting and computer aided 

manufacturing systems to perform their tasks and many countries are 
investing heavily in this area such as the US and China.  

 
While the target is not using robotic engineers to deplete jobs done by citizens, 

the idea is where we utilize our young engineers, mechanics, information 

technology specialist, computer scientist and others to become providers of 
research and prototypes for other countries desirous of using robots.  

 
We must develop research and development in these areas and others if we 

are to survive.  
 

The world will not wait for us; we will be left behind and therefore I repeat let 
us not be left behind. 

 
Let us focus on some other specific areas that are forward thinking that will 

help us to move away from the dependency on hydrocarbons. 
 

We must look at Building capacity and capabilities in The Internet of Things 
(e.g. Smart Cities or Villages) these cities and villages are expected to reach 

tremendous volumes it is expected that 8.4 billion devices at the end of 2017 

would be connected to the already existing villages and communities 
throughout the world. 
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Madam speaker I propose that we focus on building capacity and capabilities 
in Software Development (Programming) as there is a high demand for 

innovation and creativity. It will require an accelerated programme and culture 
change.  

 
It is startling to note that Facebook estimates that there will be a shortage of 

1 million programmers54 by 2020. We must grasp that opportunity like gold. 
 

We must also look at building capacity and capabilities in 3D Printing:  

 
A complete example of a combination of physical and logical manufacturing.  

 
A highly disruptive additive manufacturing sub-sector that reduces waste to 

almost zero, propel creativity for art & graphics design.  
 

It is non-discriminatory since it potentially makes the consumer a 
manufacturer.  

As an example, a car was printed out, artificial limbs, prosthetics, are just a 
few examples of areas in which we can tap into to create new opportunities 

for growth, further research and development. 
 

Positioning for this market is a must.  
 

We must look at levels of training in coding, data engineering and sciences, 

graphics, videography, gaming, virtual reality, will generate industry, jobs and 
employment and wealth in the value chain of industries created in the ITeS 

Sector.  
 

As we have seen the world is going digital, and capacity will not be exhausted 
as demand for skilled people will be in every corner of the world. 

 
Apart from training, the country will also need to upgrade and increase the 

capacity and capability of infrastructure.  
 

This is where capital expenditure must be used, and borrowed, not to meet 
recurring expenses.  

 
Infrastructure for the Digital Age is a must for the ICT Sector to grow.  

Again education and training in Digital Technologies will pay rich dividends as 

jobs are created and filled, for startup and then maintenance in the long term.  
 

                                                           
54 https://venturebeat.com/2015/10/20/facebook-launches-techprep-by-2020-there-will-be-1m-programming-jobs-left-unfulfilled/ 

https://venturebeat.com/2015/10/20/facebook-launches-techprep-by-2020-there-will-be-1m-programming-jobs-left-unfulfilled/
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Virtual information superhighways must be created where traffic is high 
volume, high performing leading to high value to the citizens. 

 
In a time of shrinking employment, shrinking hope and harsh foreign 

exchange measures, every single opportunity for creating foreign exchange 
returns must be explored, implemented and nurtured to the fullest.  

 
In adopting this approach, the UNC will move this country forward!  

 

The economic gains to country will be tremendous in terms of efficiency and 
cost reduction. 

 
Reduction in security costs, efficient sales tax controls, digital currency 

adoption, jobs in cyber security, ICT and online business etc, etc. 
 

Digital Economy of other Sectors of the Economy 
 

Conventional thinking, especially in a global economy driven by technology, 
results in zero innovativeness, creativity or technological advancement.  

 
The country needs to urgently engage the existing and rapidly expanding 

Global Digital Economy as a diversification strategy, which thrives not only  on 
online transactions, but innovations in new concepts such as the Internet of 

Things, Artificial Intelligence, 3D Printing, Robotics, Drone technology 

augmented reality, games, online entertainment, online education and 
telemedicine.  

 
However, there are other sectors of the economy which can be positively 

impacted, creating new jobs, knowledge and synergies within our local 
economy. For example: 

 
Digital Technology in other Sectors such as Health, Agriculture, Education and 

Financial Services.  
 

The global economy of the Digital Age is awaiting to be harnessed, and applied 
to other sectors in the economy such as Agriculture, Health and Education, 

and Financial services.  
 

Yet no accelerated program is in place to capitalize on this new and emerging 

economic phenomenon.  
 

To take advantage, a first mover in the region approach is a must.  
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Direct jobs and indirect jobs and services can be produced in high numbers, 
with entrepreneurship provided with a wide, viable base for innovation and 

creativity. 
 

INFORMATICS 
 

It was the vision of the people’s partnership government to focus on 
healthcare by constructing several new hospitals in our country.  

 

The domain of INFORMATICS is where technology is used in healthcare to 
make diagnosis, create a professional database of medical records, in depth 

readings of scans and ultrasounds, administer treatment and make 
recommendations based on science. 

 
This area not only strengthens our healthcare sector, it creates sustainable 

jobs moving our young professionals into the digital age as well as keeping 
them up to date with industry standards while at the same time providing 

them with incentives to stay and work in Trinidad and Tobago. 
 

Informatics is the way of the world in healthcare and must be encouraged and 
nurtured as we have the opportunity with several new hospitals to get the 

systems right, create jobs and contribute to the research and development 
institutions that should be created. 

 

If we look at the agriculture sector we see that while the Minister spoke about 
creating more farmers there was little to say on how we are going to go about 

this for our young people especially. 
 

 A recent Harvard Business Review 55 issue clearly articulates how the use of 
digital technology such as drones, satellites and sensors are vastly influencing 

and accelerating agriculture in Africa why can we not do the same here for our 
agriculture industry?  

 
Education must be brought into the strategy for equipping our workforce to 

participate in the new world of work. In a recent release, The New Zealand 
Government 56 acknowledges that “digital technologies are everywhere and 

they are bringing many exciting opportunities to our schools”.   
 

This was the idea behind the laptop initiative of my government, giving our 

children a competitive edge, allowing them to venture into new spaces that is 
fast becoming the gate way to the world. 

                                                           
55 Digital Agriculture  https://hbr.org/2017/05/how-digital-technology-is-changing-farming-in-africa 
56 Digital Education https://education.govt.nz/ministry-of-education/specific-initiatives/digital-technologies-for-teaching-and-learning/ 

https://hbr.org/2017/05/how-digital-technology-is-changing-farming-in-africa
https://education.govt.nz/ministry-of-education/specific-initiatives/digital-technologies-for-teaching-and-learning/
https://education.govt.nz/ministry-of-education/specific-initiatives/digital-technologies-for-teaching-and-learning/
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Culture and Arts Entrepreneurship 
 

We must look at structuring the development of industry in this area. Culture 
and Entrepreneurship can go hand in hand if approached in the right way we 

must encourage production, directing, videography, with regulatory 

framework to encourage and reward participation in a level playing field.  
 

Industrial development will entail creating the environment for 
entrepreneurship where participants are not intimidated by larger players with 

more capital to invest. Some of this is occurring but not on an industrial scale.  
 

This can morph to enter and engage online digital marketing and advertising. 
 

Culture tourism is a definite opportunity for development, both locally and 
internationally. 

 
Sports Entrepreneurship 

 
The development of sporting organizations with an entrepreneurship content 

to become self-sustaining with new and innovative ways for creating 

opportunities. 
 

Structured development of sport Tourism. 
 

Creating the Professional Sport Industry (professionalizing from amateur)  
 

Smart Village Entrepreneurship 
 

We must engage in the Development of smart villages to be conceptualized to 
create a model for execution.  

 
It entails technological standards and solutions being set, implemented and 

managed by the community themselves. 
 

Such is the task facing us in this dwindling, high risk economy of oil and gas.  

 
The returns of oil and gas must be used efficiently to create this new economic 

reality for Trinidad and Tobago as we seek to implement a first-to-market, 
leadership strategy.  
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As Darwin said “It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the 

most intelligent, but the one most responsive to change”, or as Andy Grove, 
former CEO of Intel was fond of saying, “Adapt or Die”.  

 
Trinidad and Tobago needs to adapt very quickly. So far, this government had 

displayed a remarkable ineptitude, even blissful ignorance for the progressive, 
the innovative or the creative.  

 

We on the other hand started the technology trajectory when laptops were 
given to every child entering secondary so they could have started to learn 

the skills necessary to live, Learn and lead in the Digital Age. Areas in the 
Digital ICT Sector which needs to be nurtured. 

 
Insight:  Huge Human Capital Development Opportunity in the Digital 

Technology Sphere: 
 

Job creation will occur and indeed there is great demand in programming, 
data scientists, data engineers, systems analysts, data centers, online 

marketing, graphic artists, inventors, researchers, managers, trainers, 
marketing specialists, system engineers etc, support technicians, education 

facilities, web-developers, talent platforms, cyber-security professionals, 
online business consultants etc. This list is no exhaustive.  

 

It involves the application of digital technology in other sectors such as 
Agriculture, Health, National Security, Education encompassing business and 

society in each. 
 

And in a classic display of backwardness, incompetence and malicious 
uncaring, they shut down the laptop program, Gate, Government failed to 

open the ultra-modern Children’s Hospital.  
 

The short explanation is that with a bit of thought, planning and execution, 
the economic diversification of the country is staring us in the face. 

 
Madame Speaker, what I have outlined here today exposes this government 

as a clueless entity only waiting for windfalls in oil and gas activity, with no 
idea of the future or how to engage it. 

 

The economy is not at a crossroads as the Minister of Finance would like you 
to believe; but it takes a positive approach to emerge out of the cocoon of 

tax, borrow and spend.  
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The country is at the point which requires enacting a vision for its 
sustainability. 

 
A UNC government will make this 4th industrial revolution happen and so take 

our country out of the morass in which the present government has placed it. 
 

 
 

DOOR OF HOPE 

 
Our people continue to feel the effects of unemployment, high food prices and 

crime it has hit every man woman and also every child.  
 

We have witnessed massive out cries after the last three incidents of babies 
being dumped at landfills across our country.  

 
One common comment by john public on the talk shows, the social media and 

mainstream media has been" they could have given the baby to me I would 
have taken them". 

 
The PP government understood the plight of impoverished families and 

mothers with young babies and developed the baby grant. The PNM came in 
and removed it.  

 

As we enter another budget cycle where it is expected that cost of living is 
going to increase significantly I suggest that we recommend the discussion of  

establishing a national baby program as has worked in several other countries 
in the world.   

 
While we are not encouraging persons to engage in promiscuous 

indiscriminate sexual behavior we also have to look at the current economic 
climate on the mental health and physical wellbeing of mothers who feel as 

though they are boxed in.  
 

Several countries including India and South Africa have established a "door of 
hope" programme. This allows babies to be placed in a receptacle on a soft 

pillow and sounds an alarm to staff at the institution that a baby has been 
placed.  

 

Governments who have used this approach strengthened their adoption 
legislation and also removed unnecessary red tape and sped up the process 

for adoption. 
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We can certainly do this for our babies instead of spending $3 million for a 
golf course. As a matter of urgency I encourage government to put this 

program in place. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

15. CONCLUSION 
 

As I close I am reminded of a story of betrayal I will share with you. 
 

…….. 
 

Their days are numbered.  

 
I want to assure the national community that it is only a matter of days, weeks 

or months but not years before, with the will of God, the United National 
Congress (UNC) is returned to office.  

 
They are already in the middle of the week.  

 
They have reached Wednesday in the political cycle.  

 
And as we all know, by the time Wednesday comes around, if you blink, Friday 

is upon you.  
 

So the people must have faith that the days of the PM Rowley government are 
getting lesser with every breath.  

 

When we look and listen to the chorus of protesters outside these hallowed 
halls from all walks of life; we are convinced that they are clinging to the ledge 

by their fingernails.  
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They are as stable as jello. 
 

Thank you. 
 


