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Expanding the GATE programme to include 
technical/vocational training via the TVET 
programme

Rescinding Property Tax

Provided more than 55,000 laptops to every child 
going to secondary school from SEA: more than 
55,000 students, teachers and even school principals 
have benefited so far.

A review of  minimum wage, allowing in record 
time an increase from $9.00 to $12.50. This increase 
benefitted thousands of  citizens in the service sector 
and improved their standard of  living.

Allowing transparency for all state bodies via a 
forensic audit of  state bodies such as Petrotrin 

The establishment of  a consultation timetable for 
constitution reform. More than five such consultations 
already successfully held around the country with the 
government listening to the voice of  the people.

Revisited the provisions of  the THA Act particularly 
the fifth schedule with the view to granting the people 
of  Tobago greater autonomy and responsibility over 
matters that affect Tobago.

Established the Prime Minister’s Children’s Life Fund, 
where more than 60 children between the ages of  six 
to 14 have benefited from close to $10 million. This 
Children’s Life Fund was established to guarantee that 
in Trinidad and Tobago, no child will ever die for lack 
of  financial resources.

The Ministry of  Foreign Affairs facilitated the 
simplification of  the process for the application and 
granting of  visas to travel to Saudi Arabia for the 
annual Hajj.

Through eteck, the Ministry of  Trade and Industry has 
completed major renovations to the former Vanguard 
Hotel now called the Magdalena Resort. This will 

Pillars for
Sustainable 
Development
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The People’s Partnership 
Government has 
developed seven Pillars 
for that will elevate 

our country towards national 
sustainability.  This was a policy 
document of  this Government laid 
in the Parliament upon assuming 
office in May 2010.

The Government has been guided 
by the policies and promises 
contained in the manifesto.  
As  a result, all Ministries and 
Government Agencies work 
towards seven pillars that 
interconnect all what we do for 
you, the people of  Trinidad and 
Tobago.

inject new lifeblood into the Tobago Economy.

Passed the Electronic Transactions Bill.

Established a Joint Select Committee to consider 
and report on Legislative   Proposals for Public 
Procurement.

Repeal and replacement of  the Central Tenders Board 
Act.

This Government was praised by the United Nations 
for the establishment of  a Ministry of  the People.

Increased public servants wages by 5 per cent, 
ending a long period of  negotiation. The conclusion 
of  negotiations with the PSA demonstrated the 
Government’s commitment to the collective 
bargaining process and industrial relations harmony.

Passed the Interception of  Communications Bill.

Increased old age pension - as of  September 2010, a 
total of  52,790 senior citizens are         benefiting from 
the $3, 000 a month.

Distributed lands to former Caroni workers – 
promised by the previous administration, when they 
closed down Caroni 1975 Limited in August 2003. 

Compensated farmers for flood-related damages in 
record time – in the past, farmers had to wait years to 
receive compensation.

Appointed a Police Commissioner – prior to that, 
the country had an Acting Police Commissioner for 
almost two years.

Initiated payment of  a non-taxable Special Allowance 
of  $1,000 to all serving officers of  the Protective 
Services.

Banned the use of  cell phones while driving by 
amending the Motor Vehicles and Road  

a. Traffic (Mobile Devices) Regulations.

Processed more than 1,000 Certificates of  Comfort 
(COCs).

Increased prize money for winners of  Chutney, Soca 
and Calypso Monarch competitions.

Activated Green Fund after it had been dormant 
for almost a decade. This will greatly benefit the 

Major 
Achievements 
Under This Manifesto

Among the  
promises made in the 
manifesto and fulfilled 

by the Government are:
People-Centred Development – We Need 
Everyone and All Can Contribute1 
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The seven Pillars are as follows: 

Poverty Eradication and Social Justice  
– Preference for Poor and Disadvantaged

National and Personal Security– Human 
Security for Peace and Prosperity

Information and Communication Technologies – 
Connecting T&T and Building the New Economy

A More Diversified, Knowledge Intensive Economy 
– Building on the Native Genius of  Our People

Good Governance – People Participation

Foreign Policy – Securing Our Place in the World

environment as monies would be made available to 
NGOs for environmental 

a. protection, enhancement and rehabilitation 
projects.

Introduced new routes for the PTSC including San 
Fernando to the University of  the          West Indies at 
St. Augustine. This makes it easier for UWI students 
to access the St. 

a. Augustine campus.

Launched workforce assessment centres – this will 
facilitate the certification of  persons such as masons, 
carpenters and electricians etc.

WASA, in March 2011, issued a bond for $1.3 billion 
for water projects that will increase the quality and 
reliability of  water supply.

Completed dualling of  the Churchill-Roosevelt 
Highway from O’Meara to Santa Rosa that had been 
languishing for six years. This has brought relief  to 
thousands of  citizens who live in the East.

Completed the Aranguez overpass and related 
infrastructure – this has reduced traffic congestion on 
the Churchill-Roosevelt Highway.

Approved $750 million for road repair throughout 
the country.

Awarded contracts to construct the $520 million 
interchange to connect the Churchill-Roosevelt 
Highway to the Uriah Butler Highway.

Forging ahead with the San Fernando to Point Fortin 
Highway.

Commenced construction of  the University of  the 
West Indies at Debe.

Commissioned the Navet Trunk water main, which 
is 29 kilometres long – this was promised by the 
previous government since 2005 and never done.

Approved a US$2 billion investment for an ammonia 
downstream derivative plant. This  plant will produce 
Melamine Urea Formaledhyde (MUF) that can be used 
by local manufacturers to produce adhesives and other 
products.

Approved the construction of  an integrated 
university campus for Tobago. This facility will house 



Approved 100 acres of  State land for the construction 
of  a south campus at Debe. The south campus is 
expected to be the flagship Faculty of   Law. It is 
anticipated that by August 2013 some 450 students 
will be accommodated in the new campus.

Distributed laptops to students entering high school. 
This is in keeping with a People’s Partnership 
Manifesto promise that “IT-based learning will be 
infused in education at primary and secondary levels 
to support and complement other forms of  teaching, 
learning and basic research.”

Launched the student laptop programme, eConnect 
and Learn at the Success Laventille Secondary School. 
eConnect and Learn policy and guidelines were 
distributed to students, teachers and parents.

Launched the eCAL ICT in Education Innovative 
Award in collaboration with Microsoft. 

This programme is a competition for educators to 
create ICT-based lesson plans for use with laptop 
computers.

The Government Assistance for Tuition Expenses 
(GATE) programme was expanded to include 
Technical Vocational Education and Training (TVET). 
From May 2010 to March 2012, 71,441 persons 
received GATE funding at an expenditure of  $1.1 
billion. A Standing Committee was also established 
at public tertiary institutions requiring students to 
maintain the minimum GPA. 

Participated in the 65th Session of  the United Nations 
General Assembly; the United Nations High Level 
Plenary Meeting on the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs); and the Summit of  the Alliance of  
Small Island States, New York. This set the stage 

for the Draft Resolution on Women, disarmament, 
non-proliferation and arms control’, which was 
co-sponsored by 51 states.

Trinidad and Tobago participated in the 21st Session 
of  the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of  States 
(ACP) Parliamentary Assembly and the Inter-Sessional 
Meetings of  the African, Caribbean and Pacific 
Group of  States - European Union (ACP-EU) Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly, Brussels, Belgium.

A signed agreement between Trinidad and Tobago 
and Switzerland on the Promotion and Reciprocal 
Protection of  Investments.

• A signed agreement between Trinidad and 
Tobago and Switzerland on Mutual Visa 
Exemption for holders of  Diplomatic, Official or 
Service Passports.

T&T is now considered a developed country 
according to an updated Development Assistance 
Committee (DAC) report. This was announced by 
High Commissioner for Britain in T&T Arthur Snell. 
For the first time this country has not been included 
on the list released by Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD).

The hosting of  the first International Environmental 
Green Exposition called the Sanctity Green Expo 
2011—The Environment Is You. This event now 
grown globally attracted participants from Europe, 
North America, Asia and throughout the Caribbean. 
The expo encompassed 100 display booths from 
companies, local Government agencies, diplomatic 
missions, NGOs and CBOs.

Led a highly successful trade mission to Brazil in 
April 2011 that focused on exporting Trinidad and 
Tobago’s energy services and local energy service 
companies partnering with Brazil’s booming oil and 
gas industry. During this trip the Honourable Prime 
Minister addressed the World Economic Forum 
and held discussions with EMBRAPA a Brazilian 
agricultural institute and the largest Brazilian oil 
company Petrobra. How does this help HDevt

The Ministry of  Energy and Energy Affairs 
represented Trinidad and Tobago in a number of  
international energy institutions including the Gas 
Exporting Countries Forum (GECF), the World 
Petroleum Congress and OLADE the Latin American 
Energy Organization. How does this help HDevt

Enabling
Human
Development

Tobago Within 
the framework of  
Pillars 1, 3 and 

7 the People’s Partnership 
through the various Ministries 
and State Bodies has made the 
following achievements:

Major 
Achievements 
Under This Manifesto

COSTAATT, UTT and the UWI.

Renamed the Crown Point International Airport, the 
ANR Robinson International Airport          in honour 
of  the former President of  the Republic of  Trinidad 
and Tobago.

Carnival has been praised as just getting better. 2011 
hailed as the best Carnival ever.

Refurbished the Aquatic centre in Mucurapo, the 
National Cycling Velodrome in Mount Hope and the 
National Tennis Centre in Tacarigua.

Turned the sod for an $11 million dollar facility for 
the disabled.

Turned the sod for the Shiva Boys’ High School.

Introduced a Praedial Larceny Squad to work with the 
police in reducing the theft of  farmers’ produce.

Opened Chaguaramas Boardwalk.

A Ministerial Order was signed to place quarries of  all 
sizes back to the jurisdiction of  the EMA.

Launched the ttconnect express in November 2010. 
A bus service that provides government services 
to rural communities. Citizens now have access to 
more Government services online which including an 
addition of  18 new services as of  March 2012 which 
can be accessed via TTconnect.
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After many years of  waiting the Scarborough General 
Hospital was opened, which included state-of-the-art 
facilities. 

Continuation of  construction at Scarborough R.C. 
and Scarborough Methodist Schools. 

Primary schools benefited from the improvement of  
security, computerisation, establishment of  a School 
Health Programme and visual arts and performance 
theatres. 

Scores of  Tobagonians benefited from Food Cards, 
hampers and wheelchairs as well as enrolment in the 
self-empowerment programme, Rise Up. 

Advancement towards an Integrated Campus, which 
will house COSTAATT, UTT and UWI. 

Opening of  a Workforce Assessment Centre. 

The Construction and Upgrade of  Community 
Facilities programme was advanced with the 
completion of  the Buccoo Integrated Community 
Facility, Buccoo Community Centre, Pembroke 
Heritage Park and the Glen Road Community Centres. 

Launch of  Tobago Technology Centre to facilitate 
training programmes delivered by both the Metal 
Industries Company Limited (MIC) and the Youth 
Training and Employment Partnership Programme 
(YTEPP). 

CEPEP and Green Fund offices opened in Tobago. 

The Computerization Programme continued in 
Tobago on the Secondary School Computerization 
Programme, networking of  various THA Divisions 
and the computerization and networking of  the 
Ministry of  Tobago Affairs. 

Efforts advanced towards the rehabilitation of  Hall of  
Justice, Tobago. 

A variety of  activities promoted environmental 
sustainability, including improvement to reefs at 
Buccoo and Speyside and Water Quality Monitoring; 
Oil Management Feasibility Study and Oil Spill 
Contingency Management; Wet Land Assessment 

and development of  Bon Accord Lagoon Nature 
Area; implementation of  the Pilot Project for Waste 
Characterisation; upgrading of  the Scarborough Waste 
Disposal Project and the facilities at Signal Hill and 
Studley Park. 

The Registrar General’s (RG) Office (Tobago) was 
the first unit to commence printing of  computer-
generated death certificates and thus reduce the 
waiting period from three working days to 15 minutes 
from application to receipt of  certificate. 

Commenced the collection of  cash at RG office for 
services rendered, thereby removing an inconvenience 
to members of  the general public who previously, 
were required to effect payment elsewhere. 

RG’s office also commenced accepting applications 
to bring lands situated either in Tobago or Trinidad 
under the Real Property Act (RPA) to ensure the faster 
processing of  applications as they no longer have to 
be sent to Trinidad. 

The Committee on the Regularization of  Land Titles 
was established by the Minister of  Legal Affairs 
under the Chairmanship of  the Minister of  Tobago 
Development, the Honourable Vernella Alleyne-
Toppin to identify problems in obtaining proper legal 
title for lands and make appropriate recommendations 
for solving this issue. 

Preparation of  designs for the construction of  a 
high- tech, “state of  the art” Meteorological Services 
Division (MSD), Tobago facility, which will facilitate 
the much needed expansion of  the A.N.R Robinson 
International Airport. 

Ministry of  Tobago Development has provided 
computer equipment to the MSD, Tobago office, 
to facilitate utilization of  Smart-Met, an improved 
forecasting model system, which is also utilized by the 
Piarco office.

Tobagonian businesses can now access Government 
Guarantee Loans for Tourism. 

Initiation of  temporary prisons in Tobago. 



Sound
Economic 
Management

Promoting 
Good Governance  
– Openness and Transparency
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Respecting
the Natural
Environment

82. Held Local Government elections due since 2006 
and had been postponed on several occasions by the 
former Government.

83. Coordinated training for induction and orientation 
for newly elected councillors and Local Government 
Representatives.

84. Established the Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative (EITI) Steering Committee. This committee 
will chart the way forward by reviewing the EITI 
implementation plan and making recommendations 
for the approval of  Cabinet. The EITI seeks to 
strengthen governance by improving transparency 
and accountability in the extractives sector and 
move Trinidad and Tobago into the designation of  

Stabilized the economy and put it back on a growth 
path after the worst global financial crisis since World 
War II.

Secured a window of  financing of  US$1.3 billion 
(TT$8.2 billion) for Trinidad and Tobago’s 
development needs.

Held and completed competitive bid rounds for 
offshore blocks that are in shallow and average-depth 
water in 2010 and for deepwater offshore blocks in 
2011.

Signed four Production Sharing Contracts (PSCs) for 
exploration in shallow and average-water depths.

Amended the fiscal regime governing the oil and 
gas industry to promote a more investment-friendly 
environment for new exploration activity and for 
mature and small oil and gas fields. These changes 
were made effective by the Finance Act 2010.

Entered into an agreement with Venezuela for the 
unitization of  cross border reserves that lie in 
the Loran-Manatee gas field, which straddles the 
Trinidad-Venezuela maritime boundary and contains 
approximately 10 trillion cubic feet of  gas.

Hosted national energy policy consultations in San 
Fernando, Port of  Spain, Sangre Grande and Tobago. 
These consultations will form the basis of  the 
National Energy Policy.

The Ministry of  Trade and Industry inaugurated 
TTbizlink, the Government’s flagship initiative to 
improve the ease of  doing business in Trinidad and 
Tobago.

Approved a US$2 billion ammonia urea melamine 
(AUM) complex, which would see MHTL constructing 
its second ammonia urea melamine plant. The project 
entails the construction of  world-scale facilities, with 
nine separate plants. The complex will produce 1,850 
tonnes of  ammonia per day, upon conversion will  
produce:

3,000 tonnes of  urea per day 
90 tonnes of  melamine per day 
750tonnes of  ammonium sulphate per day 
30tonnes per day of  melamine urea formaldehyde 
resin (MUF)

The Ministry of  Planning :

in La Brea.

$90 million in savings from measures taken to curb 
the illegal diesel bunkering racket during the State of  
Emergency.

The Ministry of  Trade and Industry inaugurated 
TT bizlink, a flagship initiative commissioned in 
February 2012 to improve the ease of  doing business 
in Trinidad and Tobago. 

INVEST Ti’ of  the Ministry of  Trade and Industry, 
has signed three MOUs with Indian companies. These 
include A to Z Company, the largest municipal waste 
processor, who are interested in the processing of  
waste initially from the Beetham landfill as well as 
Podium Infotech Ltd and Kochhar Lexserve Ltd to 
establish plants to develop and sell IT software and 
solutions

Cabinet has approved the establishment of  the Clico 
Investment Trust, which will have 51.9 million shares 
belonging to Republic Bank which brought closure to 
the policyholders regarding Clico

Until the end of  January Government has made 
approximately $1.1 billion in payments to Clico and 
British American Insurance Company (Trinidad) Ltd.

Issued letters of  award for wastewater facilities in the 
following areas:

a) Carlson Field, Chaguanas
b) Edinburgh South
c) La Fortune, Point Fortin
d) East Grove, Curepe
e) Pier Road, La Brea
f) Maracas, St. Joseph

The total cost of  the above-mentioned projects is $50 
million and they impact more than 3,000 homes.

Expanded “Colour me Orange” and CEPEP 
programmes. Employment level in CEPEP rose from 
6,000 in 2010 to over 11,000 to date. Over 5,000 new 
jobs were created.

Changed the evaluation criteria for all new 
downstream energy projects to be based on stringent 
environmental standards.

Appointed Committee to Develop National 
Hydrocarbon and Chemical Spill Contingency Plans 
for Trinidad and Tobago.

Activation of  the Green Fund, which contains $2.2 
billion. As a result of  activation it will finally be open 
to application by community groups, NGOs, and 
THA organisations for environmental projects and 
work.

Legislated a range of  fiscal incentives aimed at 
stimulating the use of  renewable energy and 
compressed natural gas in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Appointed a Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) Task 
Force to oversee the increase in the use of  CNG as a 
transport fuel in Trinidad and Tobago.

The Ministry of  Local Government has:

a. Completed an Implementation plan for the 
enforcement of  the Litter Act.

a) established the National Transformation Unit 
b) established and appointed the Economic 
Development Board headed by Mr. Kenneth 
Gordon.
c) established a National Innovation Council 
headed by Dr. Bhoe  Tewarie.
d launched the national census.

Launched the 2012 Deep Water Bid Round in marine 
acreages off  the northern coast and eastern coast of  
Trinidad and Tobago

As of  March 2012, a 22 per cent reduction in the sale 
of  subsidised diesel.

The Petrotrin discovery of  48 million barrels of  oil 
in the Gulf  of  Paria in March 2012. The discovery 
was named Jubilee discovery in honour of  our 50th 
Anniversary of  Independence.

Bayfield Energy makes a 32 million barrel oil find off  
of  East coast in March 2012.

BP paid Trinidad and Tobago approximately $1 billion 
in back taxes.

Signed a MOU with Serverstal, Metaldom and Neal 
and Massy for the construction of  Iron & Steel plant 

Comprehensive 
Revenue 
Transparency. 
This was a 
manifesto 
promise of  this 
Government.

b. Invited proposals for the development of  an 
Integrated Solid Waste Management Policy.
c. Established five Disaster Relief  Warehouses 
through a newly formed NGO, the Trinbago 
Emergency Network Team or TENT.

Completed a Draft Disaster Management manual.

Launched the CEPEP Marine programme to protect 
our natural environment in coastal areas.

Allocated $20 million to combat the Red Palm Mite 
that has ravaged the coconut industry.

Established Solar Powered Equipment and Solar 
Power for Surveillance Cameras at 13 surveillance 
bays on the Uriah Butler and Sir Solomon Hochoy 
Highways.



A master plan to address squatting and relocation 
in over 20 sites in the Valencia / Sangre Grande 
Region. Which involved  key stakeholders- Forestry, 
Agriculture, Commissioner of  State Lands, Sangre 
Grande Regional Corporation, EMA, Ministry of  
Energy and Energy Industries, 

The Ministry of  the People and Social Development 
launched the Elderly and Disabled Mobile service 
‘ELDAMO’ December 2012. The bus service is a 
collaborative effort between the Ministries of  the 
People and Social Development and Transport and 
the Public Transport Services Corporation to cater to 
the transportation needs of  the elderly and differently-
abled citizens.

Established 13 surveillance bays on the Uriah Butler 
and Sir Solomon Highways. These surveillance bays 
will increase the police presence on the country’s 
major highway and will lend to enhanced management 
of  road safety and detection of  criminal activity.

Passed the Interception of  Communication Bill, 2010 
– this bill provides a legislative framework for the 
interception of  communication.

Passed the “Anti-Gang” Bill, 2010 and the Bail 
Amendment Bill, 2010 – these bills make provision for 
the suppression of  associations created for unlawful 
or criminal purposes and for the better protection of  
the public.

Passed the Firearms Amendment Bill, 2010 – this bill 
amends the Firearms Act to increase the penalties for 
certain offences involving a firearm or any prohibited 
weapon, as defined by the Act.

Passed the Miscellaneous Provisions (Remand) Bill, 
2010 - this bill increases the period in which a 
Magistrate can remand an accused person with regard 
to both summary and indictable matters. This will 
have the effect of  reducing the frequency of  court 
hearings thus reducing the time and cost involved in 
taking prisoners to and from court.

Introduced the Evidence Amendment Act. This bill 
seeks to revive the common law doctrine of  recent 
complaint. The bill also proposes to extend the use 
of  video-recorded evidence to encompass all criminal 
proceedings and to allow for the admissibility of  the 
video-recorded statements of  both accused persons 
and witnesses, even where witnesses are absent at the 
trial.

Introduced the Trafficking in Persons Bill, 2011 – this 
bill provides the legislative framework to suppress and 
punish trafficking in persons, especially women and 
children.

Established the Private Security Network Commission 
(PSNC) to transmit relevant information for 
appropriate law enforcement action to the Police 
Service, through a dedicated communications network, 
consisting of  the more than 20,000 additional pairs of  
‘eyes and ears’ from 14 accredited private security 
companies.

For the very first time in the history of  allocations 
in the Appropriation Bill,  the Police Service was 
afforded the autonomy of  its own budget, and the 
Commissioner of  Police was appointed Accounting 
Officer of  the Police Service.

Regularization of  SAUTT and the SIA. In an effort to 
regularise and position these Agencies to effectively 
support strategic and tactical operational responses, 
the Government took the decision to: 

a) establish a Steering Committee to oversee the 

In 2012, operating differently with a new mandate 
from the Government, the Urban Development 
Company of  Trinidad and Tobago completed several 
construction projects all within budget and right on 
schedule.

This is a positive new shift for UDECOTT. Listed 
among its completed projects are: 

I. The National Academy for the Performing Arts 
in San Fernando, which was officially opened last 
September.

II. In June 2012, the Scarborough Financial 
Complex, renamed the Victor E. Bruce Financial 
Complex – was officially handed-over.

Efforts to protect the rich artistic and historical value 
of  our institutions continued with refurbishment 
works at the nation’s museums such as the 
construction of  the virtual museum including the 
launch of  the official website; renovation and 
refurbishment of  the old magistrate’s quarters at 
La Brea to accommodate the La Brea community 
museum; complete restoration of  the main entrance 
of  the museum at the Royal Victoria institute building; 
launch of  sugar heritage village and museum and 
restoration and preservation of  military arte facts and 
renovations to the military museum. 

The national museum featured 10 exhibitions and 
2 quarterly concerts, including a major exhibition 

As part of  the Ministry’s Emergency Shelter Relief  
Grant programme, a cheque distribution to over 100 
recipients, affected by flooding and high winds in 
the Diego Martin, Maraval, Carenage, Laventille and 
Morvant areas.

Providing a 
Safe and Secure 
Country

Increased 
Human Resource 
Capacity

A Different 
UDeCOTT 

Arts and 
Multiculturalism 

All About 
Service to the 
People

Interconnected 
for More Effective 
Delivery

Significant crime-
fighting laws and 
policy initiatives
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restructuring of  SAUTT
b) review the operations of  SAUTT
c) make recommendations and report to the 
Minister of  National Security on the   outcome 
of  the review with such recommendations 
to be submitted for the consideration of  
Cabinet and undertake a comprehensive 
audit of  the SIA and its operations. 

Increased Human Resource Capacity in the Police 
Service. For the period 2006-2009 approximately 211 
Police Officers graduated from the Police Academy 
Induction Programme. Today, the Academy has 
almost doubled with up to 390 graduating for the 
period 2009-2010. By the end of  2013, thousands of  
Special Reserve Police will be trained.

III. The Chaguanas Regional Administrative 
Complex; Completion of  the Temporary 
Relocation of  Parliament to Tower D, Port of  
Spain International Waterfront Centre.

IV. UDeCOTT, in collaboration with the Ministry 
of  Health, is rolling out a suite of  health projects. 

a. The first was the UWI Chancery Lane 
Teaching Hospital opened on target last 
December.

entitled “the enemy within”, a 
photographic exhibition featuring 
reflections of  the 1970s revolt. 

The project for the establishment of  
a heritage site at nelson island was 
initiated. 

Extensive refurbishment and upgrade 
of  queen’s hall was continued. 

A carnival village was recreated and 
served as a major feature attraction 
during carnival.

Distribution of  $ grants to unsponsored 
steelbands and grants to various groups 
to assist in their Carnival preparations. 
 
Amerindian Heritage Celebrations were held in 
October 2011 with representatives of  indigenous 
people from Suriname, Miami, Guyana and Dominica 
in attendance. Notably, 25 acres of  land were also 
allocated to the First Peoples of  Trinidad and Tobago. 

Sunday Library Services were initiated at selected 
libraries and specifically targeted students during their 
examination period. 

National Library Information Systems Authority 
(NALIS) acquired a well-stocked mobile library that 
will service underserved communities along the North 
Coast. 



Under the Early Childhood Care and Education 
(ECCE) Programme, 29 ECCE centres were 
constructed, moving our country towards the goal of  
universal pre-school education. 

ECCE centres were opened in Retrench, Golconda, 
Wellington Road, Harmony Hall, Carlsen Field and 
Maraval, Malabar Phase 1 with new centres opened in 
Phase II Malabar.

24 ECCE centres are being constructed with Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB) support and the 
construction of  another 80 ECCE centres will begin 
shortly. 

520 infrastructural projects for repair and 
refurbishment were conducted in ECCE centres, 
primary and secondary schools in 2011. 

Training of  600 persons in ECCE education has 
commenced by the various tertiary providers to 
expand the cadre of  teachers required in this field. 

The Spiritual Shouter Baptist community was elated 
at the opening of  its first primary school, the St. 
Barbara’s Spiritual Shouter Baptist Primary School, 
after land was first granted by the United National 
Congress Government 15 years ago. 

Implementation of  the curriculum for holistic 
development of  students at all levels of  the primary 
school is in progress. 

A complete review of  the primary school curriculum 
was conducted and recommendations implemented. 

Executed a 2-day, stakeholders ‘consultation for 
inclusion of  Visual and Performing Arts and Physical 
Education to be taught to Standard 5 students. 

The date of  the SEA examination has now been 
changed to May.

More than 55,000 laptops, each loaded with 14 
licensed Microsoft packages, security and monitoring 
features, have been distributed to Form One students 
since the laptop distribution programmes inception. 

More than 4,000 teachers received laptops for the 
academic year 2011, with ICT training provided for 
3,500 teachers. 

Reading workshops were held for 300 teachers and 
100 principals. 

Education Tertiary
Education and
Skills Development
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The eConnect and Learn programme is being 
expanded to include provision of  a digital portal, 
teacher training, wireless connectivity in primary and 
secondary schools, educational content software and 
infusion of  technology. 

Distribution of  laptops with instructional materials 
and digital information to primary school principals 
in fulfilment of  a promise made during a workshop. 

Hosted a Principals’ Leadership Conference on “The 
Leader in Me” for principals, teachers and school 
supervisors. 

Hosted a Special Needs Forum for stakeholders to 
address the educational problems facing the nation’s 
Special Needs Children, given that some 30 per cent 
of  the student population are diagnosed with special 
needs issues annually. 

Progress was advanced towards the construction of  
the Tobago School for Special Needs Children. 

A consultancy was initiated for full neuro-
developmental and related screening, assessment and 

treatment of  all students in eight ECCE centres 
and eight primary schools, which will determine the 
incidence and prevalence of  the various special needs. 

The reopening of  the Biche Secondary School, 
abandoned by the previous administration, reduced 
the inconvenience to parents and children, who 
previously travelled long distances to school. 

Completion of  training of  approximately 80 teachers 
in the two-year Masters degree programme aimed at 
improving reading skills among new secondary school 
entrants. 

The first time celebration of  World Teachers Day by 
the Ministry of  Education. The nation’s teachers were 
honoured in addition to 240 retirees and 158 top- 
performing SEA students. 

A Signed Memorandum of  Understanding (MoU) 
with The University of  the West Indies (UWI), St. 
Augustine to develop a Centre for Workforce Research 
and Development (CWRD) to focus on tracking, 
monitoring and forecasting labour market trends, skills 
gaps and training needs. 

Students can now transfer accumulated credits across 
various educational institutions following the signing 
of  an MoU to adopt the “Guidelines for the Framing 
of  Articulation Agreements”. 

MSTTE appointed a St. Augustine Education City 
Committee to develop a University Town, which will 
serve as an Integrated Centre for Academic Excellence. 

Commencement of  works on the MSTTE 
Headquarters in Chaguanas.

The Accreditation Council of  Trinidad and Tobago 
(ACTT) launched the first student caravan, which 
visited secondary schools in rural communities across 
the country to better offer career guidance services to 
students and the wider public. 

ACTT granted institutional accreditation to UWI, the 
University of  Trinidad and Tobago (UTT), College 
of  Science, Technology and Applied Arts of  Trinidad 
and Tobago (COSTAATT) and the Arthur Lock Jack 
Graduate School of  Business.
147. ACTT opened its South Outreach Office in San 
Fernando. 

College of  Science, Technology and Applied Arts of  
Trinidad and Tobago (COSTAAT) opened the nation’s 
first school of  journalism, the Ken Gordon School of  
Journalism and Communication Studies. 

A COSTAATT Campus was opened in Sangre Grande 
to meet the needs of  underserved populations with 
an enrolment of  800 students- serving communities 
in the Arima, Wallerfield, Valencia, Guaico, Cumuto, 
Sangre Grande, Toco, Matelot, Manzanilla, Biche.  
Proposed expansion of  COSTAAT to Tunapuna, 
Penal, Chaguanas and Princes Town. 

New Nurses Training Academy located in El Dorado 
using the former El Dorado Youth Camp.

Metal Industries Company Limited (MIC) established 
three Workforce Assessment Centres in Macoya, 
Pleasantville and Tobago; opened the O’Meara Hype 
and Administration Facility and launched Solar 

Energy/Photovoltaic Training. 

The National Energy Skills Centre (NESC) launched an 
apprenticeship programme to support auto mechanics 
training and also commenced refurbishment of  the 
Debe Technology Centre. 

National Institute of  Higher Education, Research, 
Science and Technology (NIHERST) staged Sci–
Teckno Fest, “Create, Innovate, Sustain”; 35,000 
visitors participated - the largest to date. 

NIHERST launched the “Caribbean Women in 
Science and Their Careers” - the 5th publication in the 
icons in science technology and innovation series and 
also collaborated with training institutions to produce 
a publication on Trinidad and Tobago Icons in STI 
(Volume 2), featuring 29 outstanding local scientists, 
engineers and innovators. 

NIHERST launched the Caribbean Science and 
Agriculture Film and Video Competition and 
conducted a training workshop for sixty entrants with 
support from key stakeholders inclusive of  UWI and 
the Trinidad & Tobago Film Company (TTFC). 

NIHERST launched the Indian Travelling Science 
Museum at the Divali Nagar compound. 

The National Training Agency (NTA) managed the 
implementation of  Workforce Assessment Centres 
that allows qualified, but uncertified, citizens to acquire 
the relevant credentials; hosted a National Career Fair 
for over 10,000 persons and launched the National 
Labour Market Report, a joint initiative with CNMG, 
for information on opportunities in the labour market. 

NTA also opened eight new On-the-Job-Training sub-
offices throughout the country. 

UTT opened the Professional Education Unit and the 
UTT Charlieville Campus in Chaguanas. 

UTT launched the Biosciences, Agriculture 
and Food Technology (BAFT) programme and 
commissioned the New Animal Science building; 
launched the Advanced Centre for Coastal and 
Ocean Research and Development (ACCORD) 
and the Student Social Responsibility Centre.  

UTT signed an MoU with Caribbean Airlines and 
National Helicopters Services Limited for the start of  
Aircraft Maintenance Training.

UWI, St. Augustine began construction of  its South 
Campus at Penal /Debe, which will accommodate a 
Faculty of  Law, Campus Library, General Academic/
Administrative Building, Student Union Building and 
Halls of  Residence. 

UWI also commenced construction of  the Signal 
Hill UWI Open Campus Site and will facilitate 
the expansion of  enrolment in the Open Campus 
Programmes in Tobago. 

Construction also began on The UWI Centre for 
Research and Workforce Development. 

The Trinidad and Tobago Hospitality and Tourism 
Institute (TTHTI) entered into an agreement with 
the Australian Institute of  Business to introduce 
its first transnational programme – the Bachelor of  
Business Administration in Hospitality and Tourism 
Management. Youth Training and Employment 
Partnership Programmes Limited (YTEPP) opened 
the Bethel Empowerment Centre, Bethel Tobago to 
provide opportunities for Skills Training and Worker 
Certificates. 

A Memorandum of  Understanding signed between 
YTEPP and USAID provides mobile computer bus 
services to rural communities in Tobago. 

YTEPP revised the age of  entry to accept trainees 
up to age 35. YTEPP also opened the new Point 
Lisas Training Facility, the Waterloo Training Facility 
and implemented three new Workforce Assessment 
Centres (WAC) at Maloney Vocational Centre, Valencia 
Training & Enterprise Academy and Chaguanas 
Training & Enterprise Academy.

Cabinet approved the formation of  the Fashion 
Industry Development Committee (FIDC) to oversee 
the development of  a feasibility study and strategic 
plan for the fashion industry.

The CEPEP Company Limited has signed a 
Memorandum of  Understanding with the College of  
Science, Technology and Applied Arts of  Trinidad and 
Tobago (COSTATT) for the purpose of  designing and 
implementing a training programme which will benefit 
the workers of  CEPEP contracting companies wishing 
to continue/pursue studies at CXC levels.

Signed agreement to train Nigerian Energy Sector 
workers.



The Scarborough General Hospital opened in 
April 2012, and approval has been granted for the 
construction of  hospitals in other areas including:

a) Couva Hospital. The start of  construction is 
scheduled for this year. 
b) Arima Hospital of  which this project has already 
been tendered. 
c) Point Fortin where a Feasibility Study was 
completed and submitted to the Ministry of  
Finance to inform negotiations for government to 
government concessional loan financing.
d) Sangre Grande where NIPDEC has been 
engaged as the Project Manager for the Enhanced 
Health Centre. 
e) Couva and environs Sod-turning ceremony for 
the construction of  a US$4M medical laboratory 
to provide free blood testing for over 162,000 
residents for. 

Gender
and Youth 
Issues 

Healthcare Implementation of  the Gatekeepers Project, 
“Empowering Young Males in Communities”. 

In commemoration of  International Women’s 
Day, nationwide workshops were held on domestic 
violence, agriculture, sex health and education, life 
skills, employment and employability and health 
and safety; training was provided to Government 
Ministries on gender- responsive budgeting. 

Developed the National Strategic Plan for Child 
Development, based on stakeholder consultations. 

Implementation of  the National Youth Volunteerism 
Project, an integrated approach to develop and 
nurture a sense of  caring, giving and pride in young 
people through involvement in meaningful volunteer 
projects. 

Review of  the National Youth Policy, the National 
Youth Council and the National Gender Policy. 

320 women graduated from the Women in Harmony 
Programme for single head of  households with low 
or no skills and low or no income.

Signed agreement with NIPDEC for project 
management & construction services as well as 
partnerships with the Ministry of  Health to establish 
some of  the following construction projects in 
communities:-

a) Transition Homes for Children leaving 
Orphanages (2)

b) Safe Houses for persons in Domestic Violence 
Situations (3)

c) Respite Centres — For persons who provide 
care services (2)

d) Institute of  Healing to support healing (1)

e) Assessment Centers (4)

f) Interdisciplinary Child Development Centers 
(3)

g) Model Children’s Home (1)

Commissioning of  Phase 1 services at the new 
Scarborough General Hospital, a state-of-the-art, 100-
bed hospital including outpatient clinics, radiology 
and pharmacy services – the first real addition to 
Tobago’s hospital services in 50 years. 

The new Arima Hospital, envisaged to be a modern, 
150-bed hospital, has been approved. 

The Children’s Hospital and Multi-Training Facility, 
which will contain 150 adult beds and 80 beds for 
children, a burns care unit, casualty clinic for children 
and adults, a multi-training facility and a school for 

The National Oncology Centre will become the one-
stop-shop for cancer care from diagnosis to treatment 
to cure under the central control of  a specialist care 
team. 

A National Centre for Non-
Communicable Diseases will 
be constructed to provide 
specialist treatment for 
chronic non-communicable 
diseases (CNCDs) in Penal. 

Designs are being developed 
for the Sangre Grande 
Enhanced Health Centre 
as well as an upgrade of  
the Eric Williams Medical 
Sciences Women’s Hospital. 

Launched a new state-of-
the-art eye theatre and 
ward at the San Fernando 
General Hospital, a new 
breast surgery theatre at the 
St. James Medical Complex 
and installed 23 new beds at 
the Eric Williams Medical 
Sciences Complex. 

Established a Cardiology 
Unit and Oncology 
Department at the San 
Fernando General Hospital; X-ray and ultrasound 
services at the Siparia District Health Facility; 
upgraded dental clinics at the Dental Hospital and 
completed refurbishment works and sanitization 
of  the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Diagnostic 
Laboratory and Births Department at the Mt. Hope 
Women’s Hospital. 

Fight the Fat “T&T Wellness Revolution” campaign, 
a sustained wellness programme, which targets the 
national population to achieve a healthy weight in 
order to lower the risk for CNCDs. 

Provision of  free hearing aids and related services 
to students and financial assistance for the purchase 
of  spectacles to children in need who have been 
diagnosed with vision problems. 

The Aides to Nursing Programme received Cabinet 
approval, which will provide support services to the 
Registered Nurses and Enrolled Nursing Assistants in 
their delivery of  health care. 

Hospitals

The Government 
remains committed 
to upgrades and 

extensions to existing 
hospitals, concomitant with 
the advent of  new ones.

medicine and nursing underway. 

The San Fernando General Hospital and The 
University of  the West Indies constructed 
accommodation and training facilities for medical 
interns on the southern hospital’s compound. 

Adaptation of  Chancery Lane Administration 
Complex to Chancery Lane Hospital Complex, an 
extension of  the San Fernando General Hospital 
to hold 234 beds with a paediatric ward, outpatient 
clinic, pharmacy, labs, lecture hall.

Three hundred and fifty Aides to Nursing will support 
various health institutions every three years. 

Signed a US$2M agreement with the United States of  
America to assist in the fight against HIV/AIDS and 

conducted free HIV testing and counselling for over 
32,000 persons. 

Commenced initiative to provide free milk to at-risk 
mothers and children. 

In April 2012, doctors at the San Fernando General 
Hospital began performing Bariatric surgery (Gastric 
bypass).

Approximately $216,000 spent towards outfitting eight 
persons with prosthetic legs in the Tabaquite area.

For the first time since the Health Sector Reform 
Program of  the 1990s, Service Level Contracts 
(Annual Service Agreements) were signed with all 
Regional Health Authority (RHA) Boards. These 
contracts hold the RHAs accountable for achieving 
performance targets set by the Government.

Procurement of  more than a dozen new ambulances 
for the national ambulance service.
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Distribution of  Certificates of  Comfort to squatter 
families. 

The Land Settlement Agency (LSA) commenced 
preparation of  plans and designs for 19 sites, which 
will yield over 2,000 regularised lots and open 
spaces for community use and more than 1,000 
new residential lots for the Land for the Landless 
Programme. 

LSA completed a master plan with key stakeholders to 
address squatting and relocation in over 20 sites. 

Disbursement of  millions in housing grants to eligible 
citizens whose homes were in need of  repair or 
improvement – over 600 homeowners benefited from 
the provision of  emergency financial relief  as well 
as for repairs to homes damaged by fire and natural 
disasters. 

Some 150 families received a Christmas gift of  a home 
from the Housing Development Corporation (HDC), 
some of  whom have been waiting for decades for 
adequate living quarters. 

Distribution of  1,241 home improvement subsidies, 

Developing 
Communities 

Under the Community Education Skills Programme 
(CEP), which is designed to increase the level of  
skilled persons in communities so that employment 
opportunities may be created, 327 skills training 
classes were introduced for which approximately 9,040 
people registered throughout the 8 administrative 
districts; 189 leadership development/ management 
courses were held in which 4,000 persons participated; 
7,000 persons benefited from the implementation 
of  265 projects under the Community Awareness 
and Sensitization Programme and 119 Handicraft 
Development Courses were conducted. 

In engaging communities through environmental 
and cultural projects, the Prime Minister’s Clean 
and Beautify Trinidad and Tobago 2012 edition was 
launched; Prime Minister’s Best Village Competition 
“Traditions of  Carnival” was held at Macoya and the 
Food and Folk Fair at the Queen’s Park Savannah. 

Through the Geriatric and Adolescent Partnership 
Programme, Level II training for the programme 
commenced in April 2012 at Mayaro Sporting 
Complex, Valleyline Islamic Centre, Chaguanas 
Community Centre, Ste. Madeleine Regional Complex 
and St. Joseph Community Centre. 

Meals are provided to some 100 persons daily through 
the Transformation Development Centres, which 
provide societal support for poor and needy persons. 

Through the NCSH’s Minor Repairs/Reconstruction 
Grant, thousands of  persons benefited while the 
Emergency Relief  and Rehabilitation Grant assisted 
several thousand more. 

TTEE is now appointed by the Minister of  
Community Development for a period of  two years, 
in the first instance, for each newly 

Constructed/refurbished community centre to 
promote equitable use of  the facility in areas that are 
of  relevance to the various groups in the community. 

Commisioned 12 community centres at Gulf  View, 
Marac, Waterloo, Union Claxton Bay, Malabar 
Phase IV, La Gloria, Hindustan, Bon Air West, Ste. 
Madeleine, Sisters’ Road, Second Caledonia, Duranta 

Housing 
and Shelter 

Gardens and a home work centre at Mango Rose. 

Construction of  community centres around the 
country including: Ortoire, Palo Seco/Los Charros, 
St. John’s Village, Palo Seco Settlement, Roystonia, 
El Dorado, Samaroo Village, St. Augustine (South), 
Calvary, North Manzanilla, Carapo, Cocorite, Vessigny, 
St. Helena, Matelot, L’Anse Noir, Chatham, Gasparillo 
(Santa Cruz), Point Fortin Civic Centre, San Fernando 
(North) and Harmony Hall. 

Refurbishment works are being undertaken on 
community centres at Mount Hope/ Mount Lambert, 
Barataria,  Talparo, La Lune, Rampanalgas, Guaico/ 
Tamana, Golconda, Mendez Village, Grande Riviere, 
Hermitage, Coryal, Tunapuna, Hermitage and 
Manahambre. 

Through the Community Development Fund (CDF), 
outreach programmes were conducted at Guapo, 
Siparia, Arima, Bonasse, Couva, Diego Martin, the 
Brian Lara Promenade and for International Women’s 
Day; 21 Community Volunteers were recruited for 
Trinidad and Tobago; 100 persons benefited under 
the Basket of  Funding Programme; 52 groups 
benefited under the Organisational Development 
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totaling over $22 million. 

The Home Improvement Grant (HIG) team 
conducted a drive that specifically targeted the 
differently-abled with more than 100 persons 
benefiting. 1,624 persons benefited from the HIG 
programme at a cost of  some $24 million, with 
funding up to $15,000 per beneficiary.

CEPEP launched an OSH Training Programme, 
training some 6,300 workers. 

As envisioned by Prime Minister the Honourable  
Kamla Persad-Bissessar, the CEPEP Santa programme 
undertook Christmas projects to assist needy citizens. 

CEPEP signed a Memorandum of  Understanding 
(MOU) with COSTAAT to provide academic training 
to CEPEP contractors’ employees as well as a MOU 
with NEDCO to provide financial assistance and 
financial literacy training to contractors. 

The Tobago office of  CEPEP was opened. 

Programme; vehicles were purchased and handed 
over to Living Waters, Raffa House and Barrackpore 
Islamic Centre; funding continues to be disbursed to 
the Best Centre and Parlatuvier projects in Tobago and 
the CDF partnered with The University of  the West 
Indies in hosting the Poverty Alleviation Conference.  
Additionally, the CDF’s presence was re-established 
in Tobago. 

The Export Centres Company Limited, designed to 
increase the employment level in Trinidad and Tobago 
through its Skills Training Programme aimed at the 
revitalization of  the handicraft industry, assisted 736 
persons. 



Initiatives implemented in order to arrest the troubling 
crime situation include, intensified suppression 
activities, capacity building thrusts, organizational 
re-structuring of  the Trinidad and Tobago Police 
Service and other National Security Agencies.

Interception of  Communications Act, 2010

The 21st Century Policing Initiative embraces a 
people-centric approach to the provision of  police 
services.

A decision was taken to have the initiative extended to 
the other eight Police Divisions

In keeping with this Initiative, some of  the projects 
implemented include: 

I. Computerisation of  75 Police Charge Rooms

II. Implementation of  a video conference solution

III. Creation of  an Operations Command Center 
in the Western Division

Recruitment and Training in order to address the 
shortfall of  officers due to attrition and to enhance 
police visibility and responsiveness, an accelerated 

National
Security

National
Security

The Ministry of  National 
Security has primary 
responsibility for 

National and Personal Security. 
Since assuming office, the 
Government’s multi-pronged 
approach to crime containment 
and reduction involved more 
effective law enforcement and 
policing, legislative framework 
and social interventions.
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Enhancing LawEnforcement

Strengthening The 
Legislative Framework 

recruitment programme commenced in 2010/2011.  

Establishment of  a Private Security Network 
Commission (PSNC)

Provision of  an efficient and effective Passport 
Service 

It should be noted that the Division also provides 
a facility whereby persons who require passports 
for emergency travel can have their appointments 
expedited and the passport delivered within three (3) 
working days, with the payment of  an additional fee 
of  three hundred dollars ($300.00).

Interception of  Communications Act

The Firearms (Amendment) Act 

The Anti-Gang Act (2011) 

The Bail (Amendment) Act (2011) 

The Trafficking in Persons Act (2011) 

Anti-Terrorism (Amendment) Act

Construction of  17 police stations; eight police stations 
to be delivered this year.

Government has approved the construction of  six fire 
stations.
 
The GORTT approved the acquisition of  four Augusta 
Westland (AW) 139 Medium Twin Turbine Helicopters 
in December 2010.  These helicopters will be used by 
the Air Guard in maritime surveillance, search and 
rescue, law enforcement support and national/regional 
disaster relief  and protection.

Cabinet has approved the acquisition of  four diesel 
interceptors and agreed to the refurbishment of  two 
existing outboard offshore interceptors to add to the 
fleet of  the Coast Guard. In addition, a long range 
patrol vessel acquisition programme has commenced.
 
ODPM: The Office of  Disaster Preparedness and 
Management has continued to embark on several 
initiatives in an effort to ensure the readiness of  
Trinidad and Tobago in disaster management. 

Special Reserve Police (SRP) Recruitment. At 
present, the TTPS is engaged in an exercise to enrol 
some 5000 SRP officers.
 
Crime Scene Investigators (CSIs). Nineteen persons 
are scheduled to graduate as certified CSIs and a 
further 40 are to commence training and certification.

CCTV Expansion 

GPS and Vehicles. A fleet of  two hundred (200) new 
vehicles were acquired.

Traffic Management (Bays have been constructed 
along the Solomon Hochoy Highway. 

Communication. The TTPS through the Ministry 

of  National Security is in the process of  changing 
its present E999 communication from the outdated 
system currently in use to a more advanced Digital 
Public Safety Communications System with Harris 
Corporation and HSBC Securities of  the USA

DNA Act 2012 As a result of  the passage of  the new 
Act, a number of  officers of  the TTPS have undergone 
training with to Harvesting DNA from crime scenes. 
Additionally, equipment has been procured and placed 
within each of  the nine Policing Divisions in fulfilment 
of  the requirements of  the DNA Act. 

The Limited State of  Emergency produced tangible 
results in the fight against crime including: the seizure 
of  190 firearms, 13,550 rounds of  ammunition and 39 
magazines, 1,261.9 kgs of  marijuana and 17.2 kg of  
cocaine. Additional outcomes included the dismantling 
of  gang-related activities; the expansion of  police 
intelligence gathering; the removal of  criminal threats 
through collaborative efforts within communities and 
providing residents with an opportunity to partner 
with law enforcement.

Introduction of  the 21st Century Model of  Policing 
pilot initiative to fight crime, based on deployment 
methods. 

Four new helicopters in June 2011 and two more new 
AW 139 helicopters in 2012. These helicopters will 
complement the existing fleet, assisting in the interdiction 
efforts against drug, arms and human trafficking. 
 
Cabinet has approved the acquisition of  four diesel 
interceptors and agreed to the refurbishment of  two 
existing outboard offshore interceptors to add to the 
fleet of  the Coast Guard. 

Ten Cadet Units were formally commissioned 
including units at the Diego Martin North, Waterloo 
and Couva West Secondary Schools.

Upgrades in the Prison Service system included the 
installation of  CCTV, walk-through scanners and 
baggage scanners as well as an upgrade of  alarm 
systems and outdoor lighting. 

Rehabilitation Programmes at the Prison Service 
included: Healing Through Hair, Inmates’ Poetry 
Competition, Inmates’ Art Exhibition, Carnival 
Competition, Caring for Ex-Offenders and Angel 
Tree.

The Trinidad and Tobago Fire Service Youth Clubs 
resumed their youth-based training programmes with 
83 youth, comprising 59 males and 24 females. 

The Office of  Disaster Preparedness and 
Management’s (ODPM) Early Warning System (EWS) 
now comprises an Emergency SMS Service as well as 
an Emergency Broadcast Service and a Community 
Based Flood Early Warning System. 

In January 2012, Machine Readable Passport renewal 
was processed within three days, down from six 
working days in 2010. 

Several communities are benefiting from Citizen 
Security Programme (CSP) projects, which include the 
*Beetham RIP Parenting Programme; 

Refurbishment of  two walls and design of  mural for 
the Cocorite community; 

Implementation of  recreational facilities in La 
Romaine;

Launch of  the Pinto Road Community Centre; the 
Pinto Resource Centre; 

Youth Development through Sports project at St 
Barbs and Percussive Harmonic Instrument (PHI) 
training at Enterprise; 

An after-school programme at Farm Road, Diego 
Martin and Quashie Trace, Laventille; 

Establishment of  an Information Technology Centre 
at Mt D’Or Road, Champ Fleurs;

Rehabilitation of  a recreational facility at Sogren Trace, 
Laventille. 

There has been a reduction in homicide rates in all CSP 
communities. 

In the National Mentorship Programme: 29 facilities 
have been approved for use as mentoring centres 
throughout Trinidad and Tobago; a Mentorship 
Unit was established within the Ministry of  National 
Security; formal matching of  mentees and mentors 
took place in February 2012. 

The PANyard Initiative, which was conceptualized as a 
nexus between the pan yard and youths to help young 
people develop life/ social skills through mentoring 

via the steel pan, continues in eight communities. 

The National Adopt a School Programme (NASPRO) 
is geared towards providing avenues for young people 
within several schools to participate in constructive, 
developmental activities and focused on initiatives to 
be implemented during regular and after-school hours, 
including motivational talks and guidance counselling 
sessions. 

Launched the new Making Life Important (MLI) 
Project in September 2011, which is a model 
for creating crime-free, peaceful and sustainable 
communities across Trinidad and Tobago. An MLI 
Unit has operationalised projects in Beetham and 
Gonzales. 

Concerts of  Hope, which were held in communities 
across Trinidad and Tobago, featured the music bands 
of  the divisions of  the Ministry of  National Security. 
In 2011, the Ministry hosted “Pan in De Rosa”, 
showcasing nine steelband groups as well as concerts 
in Tunapuna and Biche. 

The inaugural Fatherhood Fair entitled “Fathers bring 
yuh son and come” was held in June 2011. 

The sod was turned for the construction of  the Mayaro 
Fire Station – one of  five fire stations and nine police 
stations scheduled to be built. 

Signed agreements with the Organisation of  American 
States (OAS) for the Execution of  a Project to 
Strengthen Information on Public Security and Co-
operation Agreement for the Execution of  a Project 
entitled, Promoting Firearms Marking in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, which allow for proper 
identification of  firearms and improved exchange of  
information and experiences among OAS member 
states as an essential tool in combating illicit activities. 
OAS provided a laser- marking machine for the police 
service’s use. 

Launched the National Youth Mentorship Programme 
The programme promotes volunteerism and 
mentorship to encourage youths to adopt positive 
values. This programme was launched by distinguished 
international icon-retired United States General Colin 
Powell who is also a former Secretary of  State.

The Government has launched a $300 million initiative, 
involving 20,000 jobs for persons in “hot-spot” areas, 
as part of  its anti-crime master plan. This massive job-
creation programme, entitled “Reclaiming our Youth: 
Embracing Our Future.”



The Anti-Gang Bill 2010: This Act will enable the 
suppression of  association established for unlawful 
purposes and will advance the greater preservation of  
public safety and order. 

The Anti-Terrorism Bill 2011: This Act criminalises 
terrorism and provides for the detection, prevention, 
prosecution, conviction and punishment of  terrorist 
activities and the confiscation, forfeiture and seizure 
of  terrorists’ assets. It brings Trinidad and Tobago 
into further compliance with international standards 
on the financing of  terrorism. 

The Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons 

In an effort to advance criminal justice reform, 
fact-finding delegations have gone to Jamaica, The 
Bahamas, Florida, USA and Canada with a view 
to acquiring first-hand, practical knowledge on 
critical issues, including electronic monitoring, home 
confinement, penal reform, parole, probation and 
work release, community corrections and criminal case 
management. 

The Justice Ministry has made great progress in the 
area of  legislative reform: 

The Administration of  Justice (Indictable 
Proceedings) Bill 2011 will change the criminal 
justice system as we know it, abolishing the system 
of  preliminary enquiries and replacing it with a 
“sufficiency hearing”. This system is expected to 
ensure greater efficiency and expediency and so 
eliminate the backlog currently plaguing the criminal 
justice system. 

The Administration of  Justice (Deoxyribonucleic 
Acid) Bill 2011 establishes a legal framework within 
which DNA evidence can be used in the investigation 
and prosecution of  criminal matters. 

The Bill establishes an electronic national Forensic 
DNA Databank of  Trinidad and Tobago containing 
DNA profiles attributed to criminals or crime scenes. 

Criminal 
Justice System 

Organized Crime. 

The Children’s Life Fund Bill, 2010: An Act to 
establish the Children’s Life 

Fund as a charity and for related matters. 

The Children Bill, 2012: An Act relating to the 
protection of  children and for related matters. 

The Data Protection Bill, 2011: This Act seeks 
to protect the privacy of  personal and private 
information of  individuals that is entered into 
electronic format. 

The Electronic Transactions Bill, 2011: This Act 
gives legal effect to electronic documents, electronic 
records, electronic signatures and electronic 
transactions. 

The Financial Intelligence Unit of  Trinidad and 
Tobago (Amendment) Bill, 2011: This Act amends 
the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) of  Trinidad and 
Tobago Act, 2009. 

The Financial Intelligence Unit of  Trinidad and 
Tobago (Amendment) (No.2) Bill, 2011: The Act 
expanded remit of  the FIU to include combating 
terrorist financing. 

The Purchase of  Certain Rights and Validation Bill, 
2011 

The Senior Citizens’ Grant (Amendment) Bill, 2010: 

The Land Tenants (Security of  Tenure)(Amendment) 
Bill, 2010: 

The Statutory Authorities (Amendment) Bill, 2010: 

Establishment of  14 Electronic Registration Centres 
in Trinidad and Tobago, considerably reducing the 
wait-time for obtaining birth and death certificates 
from between three and six months after registration, 
to mere minutes after registration. 

Previously, electronic registration of  births was 
available only at the Port-of-Spain General Hospital 
and therefore available only to parents whose children 
were born within that district. This service was 
expanded, within three weeks, to the San Fernando 
General Hospital and has since been expanded 
to cover the entire country so that hand-written 
registration (with its attendant problems) has been 
eliminated. 

Current laws mandate that births and deaths MUST be 
registered at the District Registrar nearest where the 
birth occurred. Introduction of  electronic registration 
services across the entire country required provision 
of  computers with internet connection to all District 
Registrars. 

All District Registrars 
are accessible seven days 
per week to perform 
registrations. 

Electronic registration of  
marriages and the issuance 
of  computer-generated 
Marriage Certificates on 
the way.

Citizens whose Birth 
Certificates do not now 
include a “First Name”, 
will have the right to have 
his/her name inserted. 
Some 30,000 citizens 
will benefit from this 
amendment. 

Among the initiatives 
currently being undertaken 

Criminal 
Justice System 

Legal
Affairs The Ministry of  

Justice was created 
in May 2010 as a 

demonstration of  this 
Government’s firm 
commitment to re-engineering 
and modernising the criminal 
justice and penal systems, 
through consultation with all 
stakeholders, with a view to 
ensuring swift justice from 
the point of  arrest to the final 
determination.
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It also simplifies the process for obtaining DNA 
samples. 

The Legal Aid and Advice (Amendment) Bill 2011 
widens access to legal aid and advice services by 
those who would not otherwise be able to afford legal 
representation. 

The Ministry has developed a policy to guide the 
establishment of  a parole system as an essential 
component of  restorative justice. Integral to 
the successful introduction of  parole is the 
implementation of  new prison rules to replace the 
outmoded 1838 Rules. The new draft of  the Prison 
Rules Policy reflects a movement away from a 
retributive style of  punishing offenders to an emphasis 
on the reduction of  crime through the successful 
reintegration of  the offender back into society. 

To strengthen and refine the functioning of  the 
Police Complaints Authority, the Justice Ministry 
has formulated a policy aimed at streamlining its 
operations and better facilitating the execution of  its 
functions. 

The public will benefit from the construction of  four 
court complexes at Sangre Grande, Trincity, Carlsen 
Field and Siparia respectively. The San Fernando 
District Office of  the Legal Aid and Advisory 
Authority has also been opened at Harris Street, 
San Fernando to make justice more accessible to the 
population. Additionally, the Tobago District Office 
has also been relocated.

Significant Legislation

(No.2) Bill, 2010: This Act will give effect to the 
Convention on the Prohibition of  the Development, 
Production and Stockpiling of  Bacteriological 
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their 
Destruction. 

The Bail (Amendment) Bill, 2010: This Act seeks 
to amend the Bail Act to confer on a Court the 
jurisdiction to deny bail to a person who is a gang 
member. 

The Evidence (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill, 2010: 
This Bill has improved the previous Act by making 
allowance for the admissibility of  audio and video 
recordings as evidence in criminal proceedings. 

The Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 2010: The Act 
amends the Firearms Act to increase the penalties for 
certain offences involving a firearm or any prohibited 
weapon, as defined by the Act, by an average of  fifty 
percent. 

The Interception of  Communications Bill, 2010: 
An Act to provide for and about the interception 
of  communications, the acquisition and disclosure 
of  data relating to communications, the acquisition 
of  the means by which electronic data protected 
by encryption or passwords may be decrypted or 
accessed and other related matters. 

The Miscellaneous Provisions (Kidnapping and Bail) 
Bill, 2010: This Bill seeks to amend the Bail Act and 
the Kidnapping Act by increasing the amount of  time 
a person can be held with no evidence for the charge 
of  kidnapping and by changing the existing penalty for 
the offence of  kidnapping respectively. 

The Miscellaneous Provisions (Ministry of  Justice) 
Bill, 2011: This is an Act to amend certain enactments 
to provide for the vesting of  functions and powers in 
the Minister of  Justice.

The Miscellaneous Provisions (Remand) Bill, 2010: 
This Act amended the Summary Courts Act, Chap. 
4:20 and the Indictable Offences (Preliminary 
Enquiry) Act, Chap. 12:01. It increased the period 
in which a Magistrate can remand an accused person 
with regard to both summary and indictable matters. 

The Trafficking in Persons Bill, 2011: This Act 
gives effect to preventing, suppressing and punishing 
persons who may engage in trafficking in persons, 
especially women and children. It supplements the 
United Nations Convention Against Transnational 

is the development of  a complete database of  
information held by the Registrar General’s 
Department, with a view to making relevant 
information available to the public via the internet. 
The Ministry of  Legal Affairs (MLA) website will 
eventually facilitate online applications, online 
payments and limited online delivery of  some 
services/documents. 

The MLA is ready to accept on-line payment for its 
services, via Credit Card transactions. The lack of  
such a facility has been particularly severe on nationals 
living abroad who attempt to obtain services available 
at the Registrar General’s Department. Passage of  
the Data Protection Bill will enable Credit Card 
transactions. 

Upgrading of  offices at San Fernando and Arima, 
both of  which currently provide services associated 
with the Civil Registry only, which will permit them to 
perform limited Companies and Land transactions, in 
addition to services at the Civil Registry.

Birth and death certificates for residents of  Point 
Fortin and surrounding now available within a two-
day period.

For decades, home owners in Tobago can now occupy 
lands with the benefit of  title to the lands on which 
their homes have been constructed allowing them to 
have the ability to secure mortgages.



Ministry of  the People and Social Development has 
embarked on an URP funded project to upgrade 52 
neediest household from 13 communities.

Launched the “People’s Card” which enhances food 
security via a cash transfer system, imple¬mented 
through a Trinidad and Tobago Debit Card.

$8 million allocated by Government to the rebuilding 
of  the Credo Drop-In and Development Centre for 
Socially Displaced Boys.

The Regional Micro Project Fund (RMPF) provides 
micro-grants to Community Based Organisations 
(CB0s) and Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) to implement poverty reduction projects in 
the communities they operate.

During the period October 2010 to September 2011, 
twenty one (21) grants were approved under the 
RMPF in Arima, Couva/Tabaquite/Talparo, Diego 
Martin, Penal/Debe, Princes Town, and Port of  Spain.

The Micro-Enterprise Training and Development 
Grant (MEG) assists persons in need who would want 
to undertake a micro-project (small business venture 
or skills training). During the period October 2010 to 
September 2011 243 MEG projects were approved 
in areas including San Juan/Laventille, Diego Martin, 
Chaguanas and Couva/Tabaquite/Talparo.

Launched the Utilities Assistance Programme (UAP) 
on the 8th December, 2010. The Programme is 
designed to provide financial assistance to lower 
income persons who are customers of  WASA and 
T&TEC.

Increased State grants given by the Ministry of  the 
People and Social Development.

Housing grant - to purchase building materials for the 
construction/repair for homes -     increased from 
$10,000 to $15,000.

Household items grant - to purchase furniture and 
appliances - increased from $4,500 to $6,000 (accessed 
only once in a three-year period).

Medical Equipment grant - in order for persons to 
receive wheelchairs, commodes, special beds and other 
similar items - increased from $6,000 to $7,500.

Domestic Help grant - Part-time domestic help for 
three months to clients who are unable to perform 
normal household chores and are unable to afford the 

Purchase of  more than 100 computers and upgrades 
to network infrastructure at the Trinidad and Tobago 
Police Service. 

At the Judiciary, cabling and network infrastructure 
upgrade and case management information system 
and video conferencing expansion to Siparia, Rio 
Claro and Chaguanas Magistrate’s Courts and the 
Coroner’s Court. 

Computerization of  the Defence Force with an 
updated network and PBX system and works for 
the installation of  a fibre optic backbone for Tetron 
Barracks, upgrade of  video conferencing facilities and 
upgrade of  the NATO codification system. 

The Computerization Programme continued in 
Tobago on the Secondary School Computerization 
Programme, networking of  various Tobago House 
of  Assembly Divisions and the computerization and 
networking of  the Ministry of  Tobago Affairs. 

Under the IDB assisted E-Government and 
Knowledge Brokering Programme, several contracts 
were awarded for the provision of  technical support 
to various Ministries including: 

Creation of  a Transformation Secretariat under the 
Ministry of  Public Administration’s Public Sector 
Transformation Agenda to support its advancement. 

Providing technical support to Ministries and 
Departments in preparation of  the Public Sector 
Investment Programme (PSIP) management systems. 

Installation of  an Information System to provide 
efficient and effective management of  information 
related to the administration of  scholarships. 

Preparation for modernization of  the Public 
Procurement System at the Central Tenders Board. 

Expansion of  E-Services Delivery System to 
consolidate the Registrar General’s Department’s  
online service delivery platform and strengthen the 
vault management system; modernize the Registry 
System and provide support for the expansion of  the 
population and companies registries. 

Establishment of  a Document Management System 
to improve the efficiency of  operations of  the Service 
Commissions Department. 

Transitioning of  the Central Statistical Office in 
accordance with the recommendations of  Statistics 

Information 
Technology 
Infrastructure

cost of  domestic assistance - increased from $1,600 to 
$1,800 per month for a 3-6 month period.

Funeral grant - has been increased from $3,450 to 
$7,000.

Special child grant - for parents who are unable to 
financially provide for their special child - the grant 
was recently reviewed and a Public Assistance grant 
will be given.

The Pharmaceutical grant - allows persons not 
enrolled in the CDAP Programme to get their 
medicine - increased from $900 for a three-month 
supply to $2,500.

The House Rent grant - for persons who are unable 
to temporarily pay their rent or those in need of  new 
accommodation - increased from $4,500 to $7,500 for 
a three-month period.

The School Supplies grant - disburses a sum of  $500 
per child (to a maximum of  four children) which can 
be accessed by the parents whose school books and 
other school supplies have been destroyed by fire, 
flood or other natural disasters - increased to $1,000 
when the child is in secondary school and to $750 for 
primary school children. 

The Education grant - increased from $300 to $500 
per child per month.

Housing Assistance grant - for those whose homes 
have been affected by natural disasters, there was an 
increase to $20,000 and $10,000 for damaged basic 
household items.

Launched the Rio Claro Social Services Centre. This 
will bring social services to areas in the South East.

Launched the Telecentre in Tunapuna and the 
Mediation Centre in Cunupia.

Turned the sod for the centre for persons with 
disabilities in Couva.

Launched the Utilities Assistance Programme (UAP) 
on the 8th December, 2010. The Programme is 
designed to provide financial assistance to lower 
income persons who are customers of  WASA and 
T&TEC.

336. Secured a US$50 million (TT$320 million) 
loan from the IDB to assist in the Neighbourhood 
Upgrading Programme (NUP). The loan will cover 

Social 
Development
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Sweden Consultancy firm. 

With the Implementation of  the ICT Plan, six 
service centres and five citizen self-service kiosks are 
operational under the e-Government portal ttconnect 
online, the single point of  entry for end-user access to 
government information and services. 

St. Lucia’s Education, Human Resource and Labour 
Minister, the Honourable Dr. Robert Lewis led a team 
of  education officials to observe and understand our 
Ministry of  Education’s Laptop Initiative e-Connect 
and Learn Programme (eCAL), which has infused ICT 
in education. 

Completion of  the key processes and procedures to 
support use of  the technology for the Tender Notices 
Online. 

Drafting and implementation of  supporting legislation 
and regulation for EPayments. 

Linkages developed between the Ministry of  Science, 
Technology and Tertiary Education and the National 
Institute of  Information Technology (NIIT) of  India, 
a leading global talent development corporation that 
is building a skilled manpower pool for the global IT 
industry with a view to assisting UTT and iGovTT 
to develop policy and enhance delivery platforms for 
Government services. 

Launch of  the Accreditation Council of  Trinidad 
and Tobago’s (ACTT) online edition of  its 2011-
2012 Compendium of  Registered, Accredited and 
Recognised Institutions, Awarding Bodies and 
Programmes. The publication will provide students 
with accurate information to make informed decisions 
when selecting quality assured institutions and 
programmers in pursuit of  higher education. 

Launch of  Tobago Technology Centre to facilitate 
training programmes delivered by both the Metal 
Industries Company Limited (MIC) and the Youth 
Training and Employment Partnership Programme 
(YTEPP). 

Launched the m-Fisheries application and involved 
the Distance Learning Secretariat, The University 
of  the West Indies, the Caribbean Fisheries Training 
Development and 50 fisherfolk. 

Held National Consultations on the National ICT 
Plan in April-May 2012 to develop an agenda for ICT 
Implementation across Government Ministries and 
provide Services to the public using a Technology-

Based Framework. 

Launched the “Closing the Digital Gap Initiative” 
in Bangladesh, St. Joseph to narrow the Computer 
Literacy and Usage of  Technology by Disadvantaged 
At-Risk Communities. 

programme administration, squatter regularisation, 
family subsidy for home improvement and new 
housing, sector and institutional strengthening, 
financial costs and credit commission. The NUP will 
impact more than 25 sites throughout the country and 
benefit more than 50,000 people.

Introduction of  the RISE UP (Rights of  Individuals 
to Social and Economic Security, Universal Prosperity) 
component of  the Food Card, which provides 
developmental support to those most in need in terms 
of  health, income, housing, education, safety and 
security, family dynamics, employment and personal 
identity. The RISE UP Secretariat is partnering 
with other private, public and non-governmental 
organisations to secure employment and skills 

Training for more than 800 clients. Many RISE UP 
participants have been returning their People’s Cards 
as they become self-reliant citizens. 

The Temporary Food Card, valid for three months, 
now available through Members of  Parliament’s 
offices, ensuring that persons living in dire poverty can 
enjoy immediate relief. 

Thousands of  hampers distributed over the Christmas 
period to families across the country to ensure that the 
underprivileged were provided with immediate relief. 

The Direct Impact Outreach programme provided 
social services to over 50,000 citizens as compared 
to an average 3,000 per year under the previous 
administration. 

The Direct Effect (DE) programme takes social 
intervention into the East/West Corridor and at-risk 
communities. DE visits have led to the building of  
52 starter homes and several community projects by 
unemployed youth who receive construction training 
for this initiative. 

Social Outreach in Coastal Areas (SOCA) programme 
takes all services of  the Direct Impact Outreach to 
coastal areas with Ministry staff  also engaging in 
clean-up activities. 

The Direct Deposit Initiative will allow the elderly 
to access their pension cheques directly from their 
accounts using their debit cards. 

The minimum National Insurance Retirement Pension 
was increased from $2,000 to $3,000 per month with 
effect from February 1      , 2012. 



The Government of  Trinidad and Tobago has 
successfully settled more than 40 wage negotiations 
within the State sector in less than 30 months.  

In direct fulfilment of  the promise by the Government 
manifesto document of  2010,  partnered with labour 
unions to build a productive nation putting workers 
at the centre. 

For the first time in 45 years, the salaries of  PTSC 
workers are in line with other statutory authorities.via 
a $90 million settlement between the PTSC and the 
union.  This Government is committed to partnering 
with all sections of  the national community to build a 
better Trinidad and Tobago. 

Increased the Minimum Wage, Maternity Leave, 
Maternity grants and NIS.

Increased grants for special maternity, retirement, 
sickness, invalidity, survivors and employment injury 
benefits.  Benefits would be increased 25 per cent in 
2013 and 20 per cent in 2014. 

Launched National Business Incubator System (IBIS) 
to provide a unique mix of  business development 
support, infrastructure, operational and financial 
assistance that will assist in the growth and success of  
new and existing micro and small enterprises. 

Stakeholder consultation to inform new legislation to 
replace the Workmen’s Compensation Act, Chapter 
88:05. 

Repeal of  the Masters and Servants Act and a 
proposed increase in maternity leave from 13 to 14 
weeks. 

Launch of  FairShare Programme, establishing set 
and preferential arrangement for public sector 
opportunities up to $1 million for qualifying micro 
and small enterprises and co-operatives. 

Establishment of  a Working Committee for a Heroes 
Park and Museum in Fyzabad to honour great leaders 
of  the labour movement. The first public consultation 
was held in April 2012. 

Establishment of  a Steering Committee for Action 
against Discrimination and Sexual Harassment 
in the Workplace, which will oversee the 
conduct of  a National Study on Discrimination 
and Sexual Harassment in the Workplace.  
 
Reconstitution of  the National Productivity Council 

Three national sporting facilities are scheduled 
for construction: the National Aquatic Centre and 
National Cycling Centre at Couva and a National 
Tennis Centre at Tacarigua. 

Local recreation grounds were upgraded at 13 
locations nationwide. Works will be completed in 
May 2012 at recreation grounds at a further seven 
locations. The infrastructural needs of  an additional 
62 recreation grounds have been dealt with. 

Works on seven regional and sub-regional facilities 
have been scheduled for completion by 2013 – the 
Brian Lara Recreation Ground in Santa Cruz, Irwin 
Park at Siparia, Eddie Hart Ground at Tacarigua, 
Cumana Recreation Ground, Ojoe Road Ground in 
Sangre Grande and Penal Clarke Road, Penal; the 
Northern Regional Facility (Phase 1) has already been 
completed. 

Held the Women & Girls in Sport Festival 2012 and 
the National Aerobics Programme from February – 
June. 

Community Sport Caravans were conducted in Toco, 
Cumana and Mayaro. 

The Ability through Disability Awareness Programme 
was conducted in collaboration with the T&T 
Paralympic Committee with respect to physical 
activities for persons with disabilities in Tacarigua and 
Petit Valley. 

Tennis Academy Table was held at SWAHA Hindu 
College for the communities of  Sangre Grande. 

Established a Sea Lots Development Programme: 
Karate coaching programme and homework centres 
targeted at primary school children. 

Held a Four-Star Coaching Development Programme 
and Academy for Higher Learning: Coaching 
Education Courses for football, basketball, cricket 
and development programme targeted at children and 
teenagers. 

Ball on d Sand: Beach Football Tournament held on 
Maracas Beach for North Coast communities 

St. Andrew/St. David Badminton Academy: 
Badminton development programme for children and 
teenagers in the communities of  Sangre Grande and 
Manzanilla. 

Martial Arts & Kick Boxing Development 

which will focus on all matters pertaining to 
productivity, quality and competitiveness. 

Establishment of  a Standing National Labour Market 
Council which will advise on matters relevant to the 
efficient collection, processing, dissemination and 
utilisation of  Labour Market Information. 

Establishment of  an Industrial Relations Advisory 
Committee to advise the Minister on matters relating 
to industrial relations. 

Hosted a National Youth Employment Forum, 
“My work...my future...my life”, which focused 
on increasing access of  youth to decent work 
opportunities. 

Hosted the Distinguished Lecture Series for the 
International Year of  Co-operatives 2012; a seminar 
was held on “Rebuilding Economies: Strengthening 
Credit Unions for this Responsibility”. 

Brokered the finalization of  the salary wage 
agreements with the S&WWTU for the 2008 -2011 
Industrial Agreement.

Signing of  an agreement between the PSA and Civil 
Aviation that was outstanding for more than 10 years.

Promotion of  
more than 200 
PTSC drivers from 
part-time to full-
time.

Increased 
minimum wage 
from $9.00 to 
$12.50.

Establishment 
of  the HIV/
AIDS Advocacy 
and Sustainability 
Centre.

Secured Titular 
Seat on the 
Governing Body 
of  the ILO.

Increase in lending 
limited to $500,000 
by the National 
Entrepreneurship 

LabourSport and
Recreation 
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Development Company Limited.

600 Developed new Strategic Plan 2011-2015.

Reconstitution of  the National Productivity Council.

Commenced process of  establishing a Social Dialogue 
Process in Trinidad and Tobago.

Introduction of  a Labour Advocate Training 
Programme.

Reconstitution of  the Minimum Wages Board.

Ministry signed a Memorandum of  Understanding 
with 13 organizations ranging from trade unions to 
private sector organizations as well as those of  the 
informal economy to develop workplace HIV/AIDS 
policies and programmes.

NEDCO - YTEPP strategic partnership to contribute 
to the advancement of  the micro and small sectors 
(MSE) by assisting in the development of  young 
entrepreneurs. 

Programme: A collaboration with the T&T Kick 
Boxing Council for the coaching of  basic martial 
arts and kick boxing techniques and skills targeted to 
children and teenagers in the Chaguanas district. 

Morris Marshall Freedom Cup: Football tournament 
that brings together the communities of  Laventille, 
Morvant, Beetham and Sea Lots. 

2nd Conference on Football Development was held 
after the consultation, “Taking the Lead in Football 
Development,” in November, 2011. 

Approximately $25.4 million was expended on quality 
maintenance and upgrade of  sporting infrastructure, 
including community 

Swimming pools, indoor sporting arenas, multi-
purpose stadia and community sport infrastructure.

Approved new mega sporting facilities to encourage 
participation by every citizen in some form of  
recreational activity. These will cost an estimated $736 
million using a design-build financing arrangement:

i. The National Aquatic Centre at Mucurapo - $175 
million
ii. The National Tennis Centre at Tacarigua - $140 

million
iii. The National Cycle Track at Mount Hope - 
$255 million
iv. Three Multi-Purpose Sport Facilities in 
Charlieville, Couva and Fyzabad - $165 million.

Successfully refurbished stadia and hosted Girls’ 
Under 17 World Cup.

Approximately $25.4 million was expended on 
quality maintenance and25 upgrade of  sporting 
infrastructure, including community swimming pools, 
indoor sporting arenas, multi-purpose stadia and 
community sport infrastructure.

Approved the implementation of  Phase II of  
the programme of  rehabilitation and upgrade of  
community and sporting facilities.

64 Community Recreation Facilities with the upgrade 
of  46 of  the facilities at an estimated cost of  $132.9 
million.

The rehabilitation and upgrading of  16 Community 
Sporting Centres at an estimated cost of  $1,044.3 
million on a phased basis.



The North Aviation Business Park of  the Piarco 
International Airport is being developed, which will 
facilitate business development in and around the 
airport. 

Continued upgrade of  Piarco International Airport’s 
airfield lighting infrastructure and control and 
monitoring system for better guidance and directions 
for aircraft.

Improved infrastructure at ANR Robinson 
International Airport, Tobago. 

Commissioned a $22 million runway instrument 
lighting system at the Crown Point airport, to replace 
a non-directional beacon system. This improves the 
level of  safety for aircraft to land at the airport in any 
type of  weather and should result in a greater number 
of  flights coming to the sister isle.

Caribbean Airlines (CAL) won the prestigious World 
Travel Award for a second year as the Caribbean’s 
leading airline. 

Signed official purchase agreement for 9 ATR 72-600 
aircraft. 

Welcomed a new addition Boeing 737-800 Next 
Generation aircraft from Seattle, Washington. 

Introduced self-service check-in kiosks at major 
airports. 

Launched flight-tracking application for smart phones. 

Agreement for CAL to commence non-stop flights 
between Trinidad and Gatwick, United Kingdom. 

Completed negotiations for establishment of  an inter-
island fast ferry service. 

Introduction of  Public Transport Service Corporation 
buses in areas, particularly rural, previously not served. 

Introduction of  transport for children in underserved 
rural areas. 

Introduction of  a Rapid Bus Transit System on the 
East/West Corridor (PBR) providing a bus every 15 
minutes. 

Introduction of  Curepe-San Fernando service with 46 
daily trips and a capacity of  2,070. 

Construction of  25 new bus shelters. 

Transport
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The Greening of  the Priority Bus Route Initiative will 
utilise renewable solar energy-powered streetlights and 
traffic lights and cleaner fuels for buses. 

Introduction of  traffic wardens to address traffic 
congestion and help restore order on the roads. 

Engaged with the Province of  Nova Scotia, Canada to 
implement a transformation initiative to convert the 
Licensing Division into a modernised Motor Vehicle 
Authority. 

Construction of  a state-of-the-art water taxi facility at 
San Fernando.

The PTSC introduced new routes, which are now 
available to all commuters. These include Chaguanas/
Talparo, Arima/Four Roads Tamana/La Seiva & Port-
of-Spain/Wallerfield.

Free travel on PTSC buses for all children in school 
uniform and people over 60 and persons in receipt of  
Government grants. Additionally pensioners can travel 
for free on the Tobago ferry service.

The PTSC had an average of  190 buses on the road. 
This has increased by more than 100 per cent.

PTSC

Procurement of  24 buses to service needs of  the 
differently abled (ELDAMO Services launched on 
December 3rd, 2012).

Bus simulator training facility established at the VM-
COTT compound.

GPS technology devices installed in 395 buses.

GPS command centre to monitor fleet.

On-going conversion of  buses to CNG 

Opening of  new routes and services ( San Fernan-
do/ Curepe ,Oropune ,Point Fortin ,San Fernando / 
Hardbargain ) 

Acquisition of  lands at Tarouba for the establishment 
of  a multi-purpose bus complex.

Development of  new engineering facility at PTSC


